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President’s Perch

Recently over the holidays, | had the pleasure of spending the morning birding
with Matt Anthony, one of our club’s younger members. He had asked if | would
show him the World Famous Bradenbaugh Flats since he had heard about it but
had never visited the area. Matt became interested in birds during middle and high
school but took a break from the hobby during his transition into college while a
student at St. Mary’s College. He has now rekindled his interest and has been
birding throughout the state as his schedule allows. His knowledge and enthusiasm
are very impressive.

Matt is another example of the many younger birders that have been
influenced by the existance of our club and its members. We are fortunate that our
club has many teachers as members because they have daily contact with children
and young adults. Many non-teachers have made it a priority to reach out to
relatives and friends with children to make sure they are given a good introduction
to the study of birds and to the hobby of birding. Becky Gallo and her assistants
have founded the first ever young wing of our local club. | have always considered
the median age of our membership to be younger than most other chapters of
MOS.

| believe our club can take great pride in the outreach we have shown to the
next generation and the results that this tutelage has produced. Our current vice-
president, Matt Hafner, is recognized around the region as one of the top birders in
his identification skills and knowledge base. He is an avid lister and has competed
in and won some of the Birdathon events around the country. He currently is on
the State Records Committee, one of the youngest to serve, and he is the Regional
Co-editor for the North American Birds magazine. Dave Ziolkowski, Jr. is another
birding success story from Harford County. He and our past (and youngest)
President, Russ Kovach were classmates at Joppatowne High School and were
introduced to the study of birds through their environmental science classes. Dave
is filling the shoes of Chan Robbins at the USGS Pautuxent Wildlife Research Center
and has published bird articles in research periodicals and delivered addresses at
various conferences. Russ is a biology and environmental science teacher at
C.Milton Wright High School, taking over the role of chief birder there from Spike
Updegrove. Mike Burchette, another Wright graduate, is an accomplished local
and regional birder.

While these five individuals are excellent examples of what we hope to
accomplish as a club with our educational efforts and fellowship, the important
point to keep in mind is the job is never finished. How many more students might
be turned on to our environment and its wildlife through club activities? The only
way to find out is to make a commitment to invite a young friend to a club meeting
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or field trip this year. Madeline Lovera continues to give presentations at our
elementary schools and could always use some assistance in this outreach. Bird
banding demonstrations for students continue at the Harford Glen overnight
program and at Eden Mill and volunteers are always needed. Becky Gallo’s
Harford Herons youth program needs mentors and cheerleaders to work with
these outreach efforts. The public school magnet programs in Science and Math
at Aberdeen High School and Agriculture and Natural Resources at North Harford
High School use one-on-one mentoring for senior capstone projects which may
involve birds and wildlife.

In other words, opportunities abound to reach out to young students of all
ages to share your interest and passion in birds and the out-of-doors. As a former
educator, | can tell you the rewards are sometimes immediate but are also long-
range. Our club record for hatching the next generation of birders is pretty good;
let’s keep that momentum going strong and make an individual commitment to
find a young person this year who needs to get outside and enjoy some exercise
and fresh air! ~ Dennis Kirkwood

Dave Larkin will be the Speaker at the March Meeting
The Galapagos Islands are important as it was here that Darwin began to formu-
late his Theory of Evolution stimulated by his observation of the island’s finches.
In this talk we will look at the history and geology of the Galapagos Islands and
how they effect the flora and fauna of the islands. In particular the talk will con-
centrate on the avian fauna of the islands. The talk will be illustrated using slides
and a video of the islands.

In addition, the 2011 awards for Bird of the Year, Rookie of the Year, Birder of
the Year, Lister of the Year and Volunteer of the Year will be presented at the
March dinner meeting. Will you be a winner? Come to the meeting and find out.

Bird Droppings

Club News?

Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths, marriages, or any other
notable events that belong in the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding
Secretary Madeline Lovera at 410-879-6098 or email to mlovera30@aol.com.

Member News

Phil Powers is recovering from a hernia operation. Hope to see you back in the
field soon, Phil.

May Count 2012

Guess what’s just around the corner? That’s right ... Spring, everyone’s most an-
ticipated time of the year. For us birders, well what could be better? That annual
colorful passage known as the spring migration comes to town, and more birders
look at more birds than perhaps any other time of the year. This May 12, 2012,
the Harford Bird Club will be staging its annual May Count. Participation is county-
wide. For more information, contact the Coordinator Rick Cheicante at rickchei-

cante@cs.com

January Meeting Trivia Question
What four U.S. Presidents share their last name with the name (in part) of a North
American bird species? (The answer is somewhere in this newsletter.

A



mailto:rickcheicante@cs.com
mailto:rickcheicante@cs.com
mailto:mailto:mlovera30@aol.com

40™ Annual Rock Run Christmas Bird Count
By Rick Cheicante

The 40™ Annual Rock Run Christmas Bird Count was
held on Friday, December 30, 2011. Mild seasonal con-
ditions continued right up to the count, and count day
was on average 50°F at mid-day. Partly sunny skies
made for an extremely pleasant late December day.
Thirteen of our 15 count sectors had coverage from
both veteran teams and new sector leaders and partici-
pants alike. A total of 42 counters took to canvassing
our territory, centered around Rock Run in Susque-
hanna State Park. A general consensus agreed the
woodlands were quiet this day, but a grand total of 94
species and 52, 833 individuals were registered. In ad-
dition to the usual and expected, both duck and spar-
row variety were high, and two mega-blackbird flocks
were observed, one in each county. Especially noted
was a lack of “winter irruptives”. Unexpected species
included American Woodcock, 2 Great Egrets and a
continuing Rufous Hummingbird at a feeder in the Dub-
lin/Berkley area.

Special thanks goes out to Sue Procell for her continued
dedication to compiling our CBC effort and Lorna and
Adel Wortman for their annual, gracious hospitality.
Highlights were as follows:

Rowlandyville: (51 species) Les Eastman, Bob Schutsky.
Les and Bob had high counts for Black Vulture (300),
Red-shouldered Hawk (6), Carolina Chickadee (65),
Tufted Titmouse (32), Chipping Sparrow (13) and Fox
Sparrow (5). They also observed 4,000 Red-winged
Blackbirds and 6,000 Common Grackles.

Colora: (35 species) Tom Congersky, Rupert and Cyn-
thia Rossetti, Mary Procell, Kara Procell. Tom’s experi-
enced team found the high for American Crow (200)
and second highest for Downy Woodpecker (12) and
Dark-eyed Junco (60). They also won the High Euro-
pean Starling Award with 600.

Bainbridge: (38 species) Brian Moyer. Brian found the
high for Fish Crow (39) and Pied-billed Grebe (3) and
was one of three sectors with Savannah Sparrow. He
also was one of two count sectors to tally both Coo-
per’s and Sharp-shinned Hawks.

Perry Point: (54 species) Ruth Bergstrom, Marian Ar-
gentino. Ruth and Marian took on this newly open sec-
tor, and found the only Tundra Swans (250) and Rusty
Blackbird (1). This expansive water border sector pro-
duced a high for Double-crested Cormorant (9), was

second for many waterfowl! species and was one of two
sectors with a Great Egret.

Swan Creek: (58 species) John Gallo, Kelvin and Deb
Mosley, Lynn Feryus, Callum and Kerry Maclellan.
John’s experience and team showed as they produced
the second highest species total. They had the only
American Woodcock (1) and highs for Hooded Mergan-
ser (38), Eastern Screech-Owl (11), Great Horned Owl
(11), Swamp Sparrow (13) and American Goldfinch (21).

Havre de Grace: (69 species) Rick Cheicante, Dave
Larkin, Peter Lev, Ross Furbash. This team ran large
this year, and so did their highest ranked species total.
Swan Harbor and its new impoundment had a little
something to do with that. Found were the only
American Wigeon (4), Ring-necked Duck (1), Hermit
Thrush (1), and American Tree Sparrow (2). High totals
included Green-winged Teal (45), Great Black-backed
Gull (23) and Savannah Sparrow (21). Eight species of
sparrow were observed all total ... but unfortunately,
no Le Conte’s.

Aldino: (36 species) Phil Powers, John Taylor. A return-
ing duo found our only Killdeer (14) of the day. They
also had highs for Eastern Towhee (13) and White-
throated Sparrow (148) and were one of four sectors
with Northern Harrier.

Susquehanna: (49 species) Mark Johnson, Bob
Werrlein, Bob and Susan Hood, Suzanne Procell. This
highly skilled group was definitely in some woodlands.
They had the high for Brown Creeper (12), Ruby-
crowned Kinglet (4) and Winter Wren (4). They had
one of two Gray Catbirds counted on the day.

Rolling Green: (53 species) Dave Webb, Jean Wheeler,
Matt Anthony, Ann Helton, Melody Stevens, Bill
Burchett. Veteran leaders Dave and Jean fielded a di-
verse team finding our counts only Cedar Waxwings
(14) and Purple Finches (2). Their territory produced
highs for Red-tailed Hawk (17), Eastern Bluebird (33),
Horned Lark (2) and White-crowned Sparrow (3).

Shuresville: (17 species) Colleen Webster, Tom Leckey.
Colleen and Tom found themselves covering a lot of
terrain on the day. From Shuresville, they were able to
obtain a high for Turkey Vulture (41) and American
Robin (20) and second high for Black Vulture (40). |
don’t know what they were carrion, but it seems the
vultures were interested.

Continued on the next page.



through Jan 27, 2012.

Geese, Swans, Ducks

MS saw 3 Snow Geese and 5 Tundra Swans at Swan
Harbor on Dec 9. DK had a blue Snow Goose, 8
Cackling Geese, and about 800 Canada Geese at
Turney’s Pond off of Harford Creamery Road on Dec
31", The group of Cackling Geese was present in
varying numbers throughout the period along with a
large number of Canada Geese. JH reported several
Tundra Swans flying over Forest Hill on Dec 29",

MS had 4 Gadwall, 1 American Wigeon, 2 American

Black Ducks, 75 Mallards, 3 Green-

winged Teal, 9 Redhead, 1 Bufflehead,

and 2 Common Goldeneye at Swan &
Harbor on Dec 9". KJ saw 19 Redhead .t .
there on Dec 8". MA counted 19 :f
Northern Shovelers in a pond near

Perryman on Dec 17". RR and DG saw 2 male and 3
female Northern Shovelers at Bynum Pond on Jan 4™.
WL reported a single Green-winged Teal at Swan

Harbor on Dec 18"
Grebes, Bitterns, Hawks, Falcons
DL saw a Pied-billed Grebe at Lakeside on Dec 4™. MS
saw an American Bittern at Swan
/ "j;" Harbor on Dec 9". She also saw a
/“%\ Sharp-shinned Hawk there. KG
‘W Vai “w\ reported a Rough-legged Hawk flying
/ RS near his Jarrettsville home on Jan 8™.
DK had a Merlin near Turney’s Pond
onJan 22™. JG saw a Peregrine Falcon at Swan Harbor
on Jan 22™.
Owls, Hummingbirds,
Sparrows
MH heard a Great Horned Owl calling near his home in
Havre de Grace. NM saw and photographed a Short-
eared Owl at Swan Harbor on Dec 3™. She also saw 20
American Pipits. DK reported that the Rufous
Hummingbird was still being seen by its
host family in Darlington throughout the
period. He also noted that the 3 Red-

headed Woodpeckers were still present
near the Bradenbaugh Flats area.

»

Woodpeckers, Thrushes,

Harford Birdlife

by Monroe Harden

We continued to have some nice, unusual birds in the county this winter. Keep your eyes
open; you never know what you will find. This report covers the period from Dec 3 2011

SH had up to 4 Chipping Sparrows at her Fallston Home
throughout the period. The numbers dropped after the
January snow fall. The LeConte’s Sparrow was last
reported at Swan Harbor on Dec 14™ by RO.

Contributors

DG-Dave Gigliotti, DK- Dennis Kirkwood, DL- Dave
Larkin, JG- John Gallo, JH- Johanne Henrickson, KG-
Kevin Graff, KJ- Kye Jenkins, MA- Matt Anthony, MH-
Monroe Harden, MS- Marcy Stutzman, NM- Nancy
Magnusson, RO- Rob Ostroski, RR- Randy Robertson,
SH- Susan Hood, WL- William Leigh.

Christmas Count (continued)

Dublin/Berkley: (36 species) Rich Pfingsten. Rich took
on some new territory, and found our only Wood Duck
(1) for the day. He also had high counts for Gadwall
(40) and Herring Gull (40). A possible Greater White-
fronted Goose was observed, and Rich was one of four
sectors with Northern Harrier. A continuing Rufous
Hummingbird remained in the area.

Conowingo Dam: (39 species) Colleen Webster, Tom
Leckey. Team Double Duty also glimpsed the birds
along Fisherman’s Trail from Conowingo south. No
doubt, highs for Bald Eagle (21), Great Blue Heron (55)
and American Black Duck (7) were found here along
with a surprise Green-winged Teal. “Thanks” Colleen
and Tom for the extra effort!

River/Flats: (52 species) Dennis Kirkwood, Kristin Kirk-
wood, Chet Feldmann, Peter Jay, Grace Hiter, Diane
Jones. Team U.S.S. Kirkwood sailed the grand Susque-
hanna River and adjacent flats, and reeled in numerous
specialties. Peregrine Falcon (2), Bonaparte’s Gull (1),
Lesser Black-backed Gull (1) were all unique for the
count. Highs for Canvasback (50), Ruddy Duck (80) and
American Coot (37) were also found.

“Thanks” to all the participant’s for their bird counting
efforts. Looking ahead, this year’s CBC will take place
on Saturday December 30, 2012. Mark your calendars!



Harford Bird Club Field Trips

Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson and Lynn Davis

February 18 (Sat.) — Swan Harbor Farm Park. This Harford
County gem with three impoundments, a commanding view of
the Bay, wooded trails, and open fields has developed into a
fine location for a broad spectrum of bird life, including
waterfowl, marsh specialties, raptors, and sparrows. Meet at
8:00 AM at the parking lot adjacent to the Agricultural
Education Center (near end of driveway). Leaders are Tom
Gibson (410-734-4135; gibsonlld@aol.com) and John Gallo.

March 3 (Sat.) — Broad Creek Scout Camp. Explore the diverse
habitats of this extensive and beautiful camp for wintering
songbirds and possible raptors. Meet at Dublin Elementary
School on Rt. 136 north of Rt. 1 at 8:30 AM. Co-leaders are
Colleen Webster (410-459-4577; cwebster@harford.edu). and
Sue Procell (443-417-4919; suzanne.a.procell.civ@mail.mil).

March 7 (Wed.) — Timberdoodle Search. Meet at 6:00 PM at
the commuter lot at Rt.155 and 1-95 and proceed to a nearby
location that has reliably produced fascinating woodcock
activity as darkness begins to descend. Leading is Tom Gibson
(410-734-4135; gibsonlld@aol.com)

March 11 (Sun.) — Harford Glen. Meet at the Glen (west end
of Wheel Road) at 8:00 AM. Begin this tour with sightings from
the parking lot, then proceed to survey the triple riparian
habitats of Atkisson Reservoir, the faster flowing Winter's Run,
and tributary Plumtree Run. Add the woodland trails and some
open meadow to offer great opportunities for good birding. Co
-leaders are Phil Powers (410-679-4116 or
birdsinmd@verizon.net) and Ruth Bergstrom ( 443-752-1967;
ruthb22@yahoo.com ).

March 14 (Wed.) - Timberdoodle Search. Join this evening
watch for one of our most interesting (and elusive!) birds, the
American Woodcock, as it performs its mating sky dance. Meet
at 6:45 PM at the 155/95 Park and Ride. The leaders are Elaine
Beery (410-272-6037; ehbeery@yahoo.com ) and Jane Scocca.

March 17 (Sat.) - Harford Waterfowl Tour. Visit several areas in
the county to see a variety of waterfowl as they congregate
prior to migrating north. Meet at the McDonalds in Edgewood
on Route 40 at 6:45 AM. If we are lucky, we will arrive in time
to see the blackbird megaflocks arise and the ducks stir. Bring a
photo ID for admittance to APG. The leader is Dave Webb (410-
939-3537 or porzana@comcast.net).

March 24 (Sat.) - Circle the Susquehanna. Bird the lower
Susquehanna Valley from Havre de Grace north to Conowingo
and down the Cecil shore. Expect eagles, waterfowl, sparrows
and more. Meet at Tydings Park at the south end of Havre de
Grace at 8:00 am. Contact Les Eastman for further information
(410-734-6969; les@birdtreks.com)

March 31 (Sat.) — Susquehanna River Gulls and waterfowl.
Enjoy birding at Lapidum Boat Landing and other spots along
the Susquehanna. This is prime time for unusual gulls (Little
and Black-headed Gulls) and grebes, including Red-necked and

Horned. Meet at the Lapidum boat launch at the end of
Lapidum Road at 7:30 am. The leaders are Mark Magnani (410-
838-1778; mmagnani@peoplepc.com ) and Dennis Kirkwood
(410-692-5905; newarkfarms@gmail.com).

April 14 (Sat.) - Susquehanna State Park. An ideal time to
enjoy emerging wildflowers, early migrant songbirds, and
lingering winter visitors. Meet at the parking area at the
confluence of Deer Creek and the Susquehanna River just north
of Rock Run Mill at 8:00 am. The leaders are Colleen Webster
(410-459-4577; cwebster@harford.edu ) and Suzanne Procell
(443-417-4919; Suzanne.a.procell.civ@mail.mil).

April 17 (Tues.) — Jerusalem Mill. Visit this appealing stretch of
the Little Gunpowder River marking Harford's western border.
Meet at the Mill on Jerusalem Road (not far west of Rt. 152) at
7:00 am. The leader is Phil Powers (410-679-4116 or
birdsinmd@verizon.net).

April 22 (Sun.) Cromwell Valley Park. Take an avian excursion
through this Baltimore County preserve sure to score well with
spring migrants. Led by veterans Dave Larkin (410-569-8319;
dlarkin@towson.ed) and Phil Powers (410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net). Meet at the commuter lot on the
west side of Rt. 152 (Fallston Rd) just north of Rt.147 (Harford
Rd.) at 7:00 am.

April 28 (Sat.) Rocks State Park. This field trip will tour the
wooded slopes of a portion of the Deer Creek watershed that
provides attractive habitat to a wide variety of birdlife. Meet
leaders Dennis Kirkwood (410-692-5905;
newarkfarms@gmail.com ), and Mark Magnani (410-838-1778;
mmagnani@peoplepc.com ), at the Ranger Station parking area
on Rocks Chrome Hill Rd. at 7 am.

May 5 (Sat.) Fourth Annual Epic Birding Contest. (Inclement
weather date, Sun., May 6) — We may not have Jack Black,
Owen Wilson and Steve Martin from “The Big Year”, but we will
have a spirited competition among teams to compile the
highest tally of different species seen for this one morning.
Don't miss out on this fun time at Susquehanna State Park.
Birders at all skill levels welcome. Meet at the Rock Run Mill at
6:30 am for team selections and rules review. Counting will
begin at 6:45 am and end at 11:30 am. Rally celebration will
occur at approximately 12 noon at the Tidewater Grille in Havre
de Grace. Family members and others are welcome to join the
contestants for the celebration. Contact Tom Gibson (410-734-
4135; gibsonlld@aol.com.

May 12 (Sat.) - Statewide May Count. Help Harford
County contribute to this important data collection day and
monitor migration throughout our locale. Contact the
coordinator, Rick Cheicante (410-803-2712;
rickcheicante@cs.com ) for assignments.
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Field Trip Reports

Perryman Area

Is eight enough? Well it was for the first trip of the
new year. The warm weather has affected migration
from the north and if you did the Christmas counts in
this region, you understand. Perryman Park was great
with fifty Song Sparrows. Cannery Road was birdless
with no signs of the larks. Forest Green was the best
spot of the day with Northern Shoveler, Gadwall,
Belted Kingfisher, and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Mak-
ing a right turn after leaving the Green and going to the
new condos, there is a nice open lot with a great view
of the river. Here we found both Hooded and Red-
breasted Mergansers. The rest of the trip was a
downer. They have replaced the open lot behind the
warehouses with more buildings. We can’t expect
more 50 degree days for New Years or such a small
count. | would wish for 33 degrees instead of 33 spe-
cies for the day. ~ Phil Powers

Conowingo Dam
On January 7, about a dozen birders gathered at the
Conowingo Dam to view Bald Eagles and other birds.
The eagles put on a good show with several in atten-
dance at the dam and on the walk down the river trail.
In addition to the eagles, a Peregrine Falcon was
sighted on the steel work above the dam. A walk down
the river yielded both Common Goldeneye and Buffle-
head, as well as some of the more common woodland
birds. The hoped for Winter Wren did not cooperate.
~ Les Eastman

World Famous Bradenbaugh Flats

On February 4, about 20 participants, including 5 first
time attendees, visited several sights in NW Harford
County on a cloudy and cool Saturday morning. We
proceeded to four large ponds in the area looking for
Cackling Geese but came up short. Ring-necked Ducks,
American Black Ducks, Mallards, Belted Kingfisher and
Killdeer were sighted. At the World Famous
Bradenbaugh Flats, three Red-headed Woodpeckers
were the highlight of the trip as they were life birds for
several people. A few Horned Larks finished our morn-
ing birds and then the group headed to the leader's
house for hot soup and fellowship. 31 species was the
trip total. ~ Dennis Kirkwood

Support Our Sponsors
The following businesses generously donated prizes
for the raffle at the last meeting. Please patronize
them and thank them for their support of the club.

BM Open Saturdays

Gall ahead for birdseed purchasest

oS Whi | clearyieWeatiingt

ETPLACE

John and Linda Ireland own and operate the Wild Bird Mar-
ketplace. They have limited their hours of operation to Sat-
urday only but you can call them at (410) 836-5000 or con-
tact them by email at wom@clearviewcatv.net to arrange
a purchase of bird seed or merchandise. Bird club members
receive a 10% discount on purchases.

Dtalian & Sealood Ristorante

2745 Fallston Road 60 W. Timonium Road
Fallston, MD 21047 Timonium, MD 21093
410.692.5200 410.308.0838

www.bastapastamd.com

bastapasta_md@yahoo.com

Speciabiging in 410-879-6399
Seafoed and Chanbroiled Steaks

-=- Buce Bituen's —=—

2235 Chwichville Road
Bel Ain, Mawyland

NONNIE'S BRICK 410-939-8081
OVEN Wy

i.. Richard Scarlato

wner

801 Otsego Street
Havre de Grace, Md. 21078
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6 North Bond Street

Bel Air, MD 21014

410-838-5161

410-879-9549

Fax: 410-838-1871

Jim Kunkel

2729 Fallston Road

\ Fallston, MD 21047

\ 410-692-2225

410-557-6631

Fax: 410-692-2531

Richard Thomas

HEAR'I'H & HARDWARE, INC. ———
11433 Pulaski Hwy.

E-mail: info@courtlandhardware.com White Marsh, MD 21162

410-335-1988

website: www.courtlandhearth.com Fa: 410-235.5597

Betty & Jim Hemphill
2222 Faliston Road « Faliston, MD 21047
4£10-803-1688 - www.pondpals.com

Answer to Trivia Question

Woodrow Wilson (Wilson's Warbler, Plover, Storm-
petrel, Snipe, and Phalarope); Abraham Lincoln
(Lincoln's Sparrow); George H.W. Bush and George W.
Bush (Bushtit).

The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form

Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Eileen Nack, 8 Crestmont Drive,
Aberdeen MD 21001 by Friday, February 24™ 2012 if you plan on attending.

Number of adults (at $13.00 each)
Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each)

Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.

Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!

Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: Address:




Harford Bird Club
March Meeting

“THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDSO
by
David Larkin

Friday, March 2"

Dinner - 6:15pm - General Meeting time 7:15pm
Location: Churchville Presbyterian Church
2844 Churchville Road
Churchville, MD 21028
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