
 

  

President’s Perch: Happy Holidays! 
 The Yuletide season is a time for reflection on the past year‟s events.  
I‟m a sucker for all the features that spring up every December describing 
the 10 Best Movies, Top 100 Albums of the Year, Top Sports Bloopers, etc.  
Whether it‟s Time magazine‟s Person of the Year or the Aegis summarizing 
the most newsworthy Harford County stories, these features provide fodder 
for water cooler conversationalists.  Here are some excerpts from the world 

of birding in 2010. 

 In global ornithological news, scientists continued to announce the 
discovery of new species.  Fenwick‟s Antpitta (Colombia), Limestone Leaf 
Warbler (Vietnam/Laos), Bare-faced Bulbul (Laos), and Olive-backed Forest 
Robin (Gabon) clearly illustrate that understudied frontiers still exist on our 

planet in the 21st century. 

 Nationally, the Deepwater Horizon oil spill was obviously one of the 
major stories of the year.  Early images of this disaster‟s effect on birdlife 
were agonizing, however, fears of an ecological Armageddon have been 
somewhat allayed in recent months.  The spill‟s impact on wildlife 
populations may not be fully understood for many years, but we can only 

remain hopeful to have dodged a bullet. 

 At the state level, Janet Shields organized another successful 
weekend conference in June.  The Chestertown conference was highlighted 
by great camaraderie, dozens of exciting field trips,  and the election of 
Harford‟s own Mark Johnson to the office of MOS president.  We know from 
his leadership as Chapter President that MOS is in good hands with Mark at 

the helm. 

 And locally, HBC provided an outlet for youth who enjoy birds by 
initiating the Harford Junior Bird Club.  Coming off the success of our Youth 
Backpack Competition in the spring, the HJBC was conceived as a forum for 
youngsters to interact with others their age who share an interest in birds, 
nature and the great outdoors.   Under the tutelage and enthusiasm of 
coordinator Becky Gallo, we hope that this offshoot of the club will remain a 
viable meeting place for budding naturalists and a nurturing ground for future 

generations of birders 

 On behalf of the Executive Board of the Harford Bird Club, I‟d like to 
extend warm holiday wishes to all of our club members and readership.  May 

a Purple Finch find its way to your feeder over the holidays. 

~Dave Webb 
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  Plan Ahead! 

Sun Dec 26, Rock Run 

Christmas Bird Count  

Fri Jan 7, General 
Meeting:  6:45 PM, 
Churchville Presbyterian 
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Sun Jan 23, Field Trip 
Committee Meeting, 4:30 

PM, site TBA  
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Board Meeting, 10:00 AM, 
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Club News?  

Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths, marriages, or any other notable 
events that belong in the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary Marty 

Crouse-Farley at 410-557-6786 or email to mhcf@msn.com. 

Some Dues Are Past Due 
Some of you still have not paid your dues for the 2010-11 membership year. Mem-
bers not paid by February 1 will be removed from the membership list at both the 
state and local level. Since the next newsletter will come out after February 1, 
THIS IS THE LAST NEWSLETTER YOU WILL GET if you don't renew your mem-
bership. If you are not sure if you have renewed, check the first line of your mailing 
label. It will say, "Not renewed" for those who have not renewed. If you have any 

questions about your membership, contact Marjie Heagy at 410-557-9485 or 

msheagy@zoominternet.net. 

Award Nominations for 2010 
The Harford Bird Club is now accepting nominations for our 2010 awards. Please 
email nominations for our Harford Bird Club yearly awards to Elaine Beery 
(ehbeery@yahoo.com) by Wednesday, February 2. Nominations are accepted for 
Bird of the Year, Rookie of the Year, Birder of the Year, Lister of the Year and Vol-
unteer of the Year. The awards will be presented at the March 2011 dinner meet-
ing. See page 5 of the bylaws at http://harfordbirdclub.org/HBCBylaws2009.pdf for 

a description of each award. 

News from the December 2010 MOS State Board Meeting 
Go Green! If saving paper and printing costs appeals to you, consider receiving 
your copy of the Maryland Yellowthroat electronically by simply contacting Les 

Eastman at les@birdtreks.com. 

An advance copy of “The Second Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Maryland and the 
District of Columbia” was passed around at the board meeting. This magnificent 
resource summarizing thousands of hours of field work conducted in 2002-2006 is 
now available in print. Order yours directly from Johns Hopkins University Press or 

various booksellers. 

Mark your calendars now for the 2011 conference to be held from May 20-22 at the 
Wisp Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Garrett County. And, in a break from 
tradition, the MOS 2012 conference be held in Ocean City in February! Cold? 

Probably. Exciting? Definitely!. 

Eden Mill’s Frank Marsden to Take January Spotlight 
The January meeting will take place on Friday the 7th at 6:45 PM at Church-
ville Presbyterian Church. In case Harford County Public Schools are closed 
or let out early due to inclement weather, the meeting will be postponed until 
Friday, Jan 14 at the same start time. Please note that the meeting is 
scheduled for the first Friday in January and not the second Friday as has 

been our practice in previous years. 

The featured speaker at this meeting will be Frank Marsden, Past President 
of the Eden Mill Nature Center. Frank is a longtime leader in the Harford 
County preservation and conservation community, and the driving force be-
hind the founding of the Eden Mill Nature Center in 1991. Frank‟s love for 
the outdoors finds him wearing many hats –including canoeist, storyteller, 
and photographer. Come out to hear Frank give a talk entitled “Nature Ob-
servation through the Lens of a Camera and the Eyes of a Naturalist”. 

Frank will blend photographs, anecdotes and stories to create lasting 
memories of the wildlife and Piedmont landscape around Eden Mill. 

Bird Droppings 

mailto:mhcf@msn.com
mailto:msheagy@zoominternet.net
mailto:ehbeery@yahoo.com
http://harfordbirdclub.org/HBCBylaws2009.pdf
mailto:les@birdtreks.com


 

3 

Sign up now for MOS Gull Workship 
Have you ever wished you could better identify those 
confusing gulls at Conowingo Dam? You are not alone. 
To help you improve your skills, MOS is sponsoring a 
seminar on gull identification on January 21-22, 2011, 
and our neighbors in the Cecil Bird Club are hosting it. 
Laridophile Clive Harris of the Montgomery Bird Club 
will teach the seminar, starting with an in-class session 
on Friday night at 7 PM at the Hampton Inn in Elkton. 
Then on Saturday morning, gain valuable field experi-
ence with a visit to the Cecil County landfill. The cost for 
this workshop is only $20. To register, contact Mary-
anne Dolan no later than January 6, at 410-398-7567. 
Additional information is available in the Nov/Dec 2010 
issue of The Maryland Yellowthroat, or online at 
www.mdbirds.org/publications/yellowthroat/pdf/yt3005.pdf 

Audubon Summer Workshop 
Over the years many Harford Bird Club members have 
attended summer workshops in Maine sponsored by 
the Audubon Society. This past summer Sue Procell 
was the recipient of an MOS scholarship to attend one 
of these camps. After reading Sue‟s account below, 
perhaps you will want to be the next HBC member to 
visit the Pine Tree State under an MOS scholarship. If 
so, visit www.projectpuffin.org/OrnithCamps.html and 
contact MOS Scholarship Committee Chair, Tom Strik-
werda, at 301-942-2841. Hurry! Scholarship applica-

tions are due by January 31, 2011. 

“Near the shore of the midcoast region of Maine in Mus-
congus Bay is whimsical Hog Island, a birdwatcher's 
paradise nestled amongst sister islands that are the 
breeding grounds of Black Guillemots, Roseate, Com-
mon, and Arctic Terns and, on Eastern Egg Rock Is-
land, the much cherished Atlantic Puffin. In 2010, I was 
honored to receive an MOS scholarship to attend the 
Field Ornithology course held on Hog Island, 5 short 
days that stoked my passion for birds, conservation, 
and the need to educate our society on the impact our 
actions have on our planet and its inhabitants. A typical 
day interspersed field trips to diverse habitats on the 
island, out in the bay, and on the mainland with lectures 
and classes in small group settings and three delicious, 
hearty, chef prepared meals. The lectures, classes and 
field trips were led by Kenn and Kim Kaufman, orni-
thologist Sara Morris, Lang Elliott, Stephen Kress and 
Scott Weidensaul. Their enthusiasm, passion, and com-
mitment to conservation were contagious as they en-
gaged us bird enthusiasts, both teen and adult, in these 
various activities throughout our stay. I highly recom-
mend this course and life-changing experience to any-
one who strolls the marshes, fields and woodlands of 
our county with binoculars and field guide in hand, ever 
hopeful of a glimpse of a feathered friend.” -- Sue Pro-
cell 
 

Welcome to the Harford Junior Bird Club 
On November 5, 2010, the inaugural meeting of the 
Harford Junior Bird Club (HJBC) was held at the same 
time as the general membership‟s business meeting. At 
this gathering, four enthusiastic youngsters aged 11-14 
met with Youth Coordinator Becky Gallo to discuss bird-
ing guidelines and ethics, and to brainstorm various 
projects and field trips in which they would like to par-

ticipate. 

This semi-autonomous subdivision of the Harford Bird 
Club for youngsters between the ages of 11 and 16 will 
plan their own events and activities under Becky‟s guid-
ance. Although HJBC members will always be welcome 
to attend field trips offered to the general membership, 
HJBC activities will be “youth only” (plus, of course, 
their parents). If you (1) would like to offer your services 
as an adult leader for HJBC trips, or (2) know kids who 
would like to meet and go on outings with other young 
birders, contact Becky at 410-939-6584 or 

scout564@msn.com. 

Two recent generous donations by club members will 
have an immediate impact on the HJBC. Jean Williams 
donated two pairs of binoculars and Dave Ziolkowski 
donated a copy of Bill Thompson‟s “The Young Birder‟s 
Guide to the Birds of Eastern North America” to the 
chapter. These items will be safeguarded by Becky and 
loaned to junior bird club members for use on their field 

trips. Thanks Jean and Dave! 

Attention HJBC members entering Grades 8 thru 12 
next fall: the Youth Division of the Maryland Ornithologi-
cal Society (YMOS) will sponsor a week-long camp for 
young birders from June 19-24 at Washington College 
in Chestertown. Full scholarships from MOS are avail-
a b l e .  F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t 
www.mdbirds.org/activities/MOS_Program_Brochure_S

tudents_2011.pdf. 

Don’t Throw Out Those Christmas Cards 
Recycle your used Christmas cards by donating them 
to the Harford Bird Club. Bring the fronts only to the 
January meeting. Then your cards will be turned into 
gift cards and bookmarks to be distributed whenever 
the club is exhibiting at local festivals and functions. 
The emphasis should be on bird and nature cards, but 

all will accepted. 

Mid-Winter Count 
The Harford County Mid-Winter Bird Count is scheduled 
for Sunday, January 30th. The Mid-Winter Count is a bit 
more flexible than the Christmas Count in that you can 
bird anywhere you wish in Harford County, and it's free! 
Contact the coordinator, Rich Cheicante, at 410-803-
2712 or rickcheicante@cs.com to let him know where 
you will be counting to avoid overlap. Thanks and good 

birding! 

http://www.mdbirds.org/publications/yellowthroat/pdf/yt3005.pdf
http://www.projectpuffin.org/OrnithCamps.html
mailto:scout564@msn.com
http://www.mdbirds.org/activities/MOS_Program_Brochure_Students_2011.pdf.
http://www.mdbirds.org/activities/MOS_Program_Brochure_Students_2011.pdf.
mailto:rickcheicante@cs.com
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Debbie Bowers recently interviewed Jean and pro-

duced this profile. 

Debbie: Jean, when did you join and club, and how 

did you join? 

Jean: I think it was the Fall of ‟89 – I took Dennis 

Kirkwood‟s class at the college. And when I joined I 

was the club‟s 200th member. 

Debbie: Oh, that‟s neat. 

Jean: In Dennis‟ class, we learned how to use bin-
oculars and we went out and did field trips. I remem-
ber our first field trip at the community college, and 
we‟re walking across the parking lot and we heard a 
sound, like honking, and Dennis looks up and says 
“oh, Tundra Swan…” and here‟s this flock of swans 
in the sunlight, it was really something, and I think 
that‟s when I was hooked. I think I always watched 
birds, but I never knew anybody who bird-watched, 

do you know what I mean? 

Debbie: Yes, I do. 

Jean: Dennis, each week, took us to the great places 
we have around here. Each week, it was like, I had 

found my niche. 

Debbie: Are you going on trips and do you go bird-

watching on your own? 

Jean: I do both. I go on field trips with the club, and I 

travel for birding. It‟s a passion I have. 

Debbie: Do you have a favorite place to go in Har-

ford County? 

Jean: I like to go to Susquehanna State Park. I go 
there a lot, and by myself a lot, wandering the trails, 
especially in the spring. I really like warblers and pas-
serines. I don‟t care for gulls much, but I‟ll look at 
anything. I really like bluebirds. I wouldn‟t say they 

are my favorite bird, because I like a lot of birds. 

Debbie: Do you have a good story of discovering a 

new bird? 

Jean: My most recent discovery was a Connecticut 
Warbler. I went to McGee Marsh in Ohio this past 
Spring. We went later than usual because we wanted 
to maximize our chances of seeing a Connecticut 
Warbler. I had never seen one, and most of the 
friends I was with had never seen one. [At McGee] 
people would say they had just seen one at „marker 
33‟ and we‟d run over there... but the Connecticut is 
a skulker, it‟s on the ground in deep bush, that sort of 
thing. We spent one whole day walking the board-
walk. We left McGee and came back. Sure enough 

the bird had been seen 10 minutes before we ar-
rived! But I decided I was just going to sit down by 
the brush. I know we were sitting there 25 minutes 
and two of my friends walked around the corner to 
look at something else and all of a sudden I saw 
something moving in there, and there it was, a Con-

necticut Warbler. 

Debbie: So, your patience paid off. 

Jean: I was really thrilled! We saw it walk across a 
little log in there, and it was gone. I think another bird 
that was a thrilling find was my Great Gray Owl.  I 
went to Saint Marie‟s in the winter because it was a 
year when Great Gray Owls were being seen. The 
week before, they had been seen all over the place, 
and we toured for three days and saw lots of Snowy 
Owls but not one Great Gray. We were flying out of 
Traverse City, and we were traveling down the road 
at 65 mph, I‟m in the back seat, passengers side, 
looking out the window and I yell “stop! There‟s a 
Great Gray!!” Peter put on the breaks and turned 
around and there‟s a Great Gray sitting on a limb, 10 
feet off the ground. There were three vehicles full, 
and I know we watched that owl for 45 minutes. It 

made the trip for everybody. 

Debbie: That would have to be your number one 

find, don‟t you think? 

Jean: Oh yeah, come to think of it… 

Debbie: Well, one last question. What do you like 

best about the Harford Bird Club? 

Jean: [Brief pause.] The people.  

Debbie: Excellent answer! 

Jean: I have met so many good friends in the bird 
club. It‟s a great bunch of folks. I‟ve enjoyed some 

really good, long lasting friendships in the club. 

Member Profile 
Jean Wheeler 
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Harford Birdlife 

by: Monroe Harden 

Geese, Ducks, Herons  
PV saw a single Snow Goose in a group of 
Canada Geese near Aldino Rd on Oct 9th.  DK had 
up to four Cackling Geese among another larger 
group of Canada Geese on Turney‟s Pond off of 
Harford Creamery Rd on Oct 25-26th, Nov 22nd, 
and Dec 2nd.  He also saw two Wood Ducks there 
on Oct 22nd.  DL saw two Gadwall at Lakeside on 
Oct 10th.  JC and JH counted 12 at the Home 

Depot pond in Edgewood on Dec 3rd.  
They also saw 2 American Black 
Ducks, 12 Green-winged Teal, and 2 
Ring-necked Ducks there that day.  

Their trip included a stop at Swan 
Harbor, where they saw 10 Black Ducks, 250 
Mallards, 3 Blue-winged and 30 Green-winged 
Teal, 50 Lesser Scaup, 10 Bufflehead, and 175 
Ruddy Ducks.  They added a pair of Hooded 
Mergansers at Tydings Park that day.  MH saw 8 
Ruddy Ducks on the Gunpowder River at the 
Hammerman State Park area on Oct 17th.  DG had 
a single male at the Havre de Grace Promenade 

on Oct 25th.   

DL and PL saw three Great Blue Herons and two 

Great Egrets at Lakeside on Oct 31st.   

Hawks, Sandpipers, Gull 
EW saw over a hundred Bald Eagles at 

Conowingo Dam on Oct 30th.  SD saw and 
photographed one at Harford Glen 
on Oct 9th, while HB saw two 
adults in Street on Nov 12th.  LE 
saw a Northern Harrier at Swan 
Harbor on Oct 9th.  RC saw a 
Cooper’s Hawk chasing a Pileated Woodpecker 
near his Creswell home.  He also had a Red-tailed 
Hawk there on Oct 10th and Oct 30th.  DL reported 
a Rough-legged Hawk near the Perryman 

impoundment on Nov 26th.   

MJ saw a pair of Pectoral 
Sandpipers along with several 
Killdeer off of Aldino Rd on Oct 
9th.  DL saw two Wilson’s Snipe 
at Perryman on Nov 14th, while JC 

and JH had four at Swan Harbor on Dec 3rd.  They 

also saw a Bonaparte’s Gull there that day. 

Owls, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers 
RC head a pair of Great Horned Owls calling near 
his Creswell home on Oct 10th.  MoH heard one in 
suburban Havre de Grace on Nov 15th.  DB heard 
several Barred Owls calling around 4 PM on Nov 

14th near her home in Street.  RK had a similar 
group calling near his home in Darlington on the 

afternoon of Nov 18th.   

LE had five Ruby-throated Hummingbirds at his 

feeders near Havre de Grace on Oct 3rd. He saw 
three on Oct 4th, and the last one for the season on 
Oct 7th.  This was his latest recorded date for the 
last hummingbird of the season.  He 
had his f i rst  Yellow-bell ied 
Sapsucker of the season there on 

Oct 5th.  DW saw his first in Webster 
Village on Oct 8th.  RC had 2 Hairy 
and 2 Pileated Woodpeckers at his 
home in Creswell on Oct 10th, along 
with a group of 10-15 Northern 

Flickers.   

Chickadees, Nuthatches, Wrens, Thrushes 
DB saw a Black-capped Chickadee at her feeder 

in Street on Oct 16th.  RC had one at his Creswell 
home from Oct 24th through Oct 30th.  He also had 
Red-breasted and White-breasted Nuthatches 
there on Oct 10th.  The White-breasted was being 
aggressive toward the other birds at the feeder.  
He had his first Brown Creeper of the season 

there on Oct 30th.   

DW saw a Winter Wren in Webster 
Village on Oct 8th.  RC saw one in 
Creswell on Oct 30th.   RB saw a late 
Gray Catbird in the Bosely 

Conservancy on Nov 28th.   

Pipits, Warblers 
DL and PL saw a group of 20 American Pipits in 
Perryman on Oct 31st.  DB saw an Audubon’s 
Warbler at her bird bath in Street on Nov 18th.  MJ 
reported two Nashville Warblers at the Eden Mill 
banding station on Oct 2nd.  TH saw 3 Black-
throated Blue, 6 Yellow-rumped, 5 Black-
throated Green, and 15-20 brightly colored Palm 

Warblers at Ladew Gardens on Oct 3rd.   

Autumn seems to bring unusual birds to Harford County.  This year did not disap-

point.  This report covers the period from October 2nd through December 3rd, 2010. 
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Sparrows, Finches 
RC saw four Eastern Towhees and a juvenile 
White-crowned Sparrow in his Creswell yard on 
Oct 10th.  DW saw a fledgling Chipping Sparrow 
begging for food from an adult on Oct 5th  and 7thon 
APG.  This seemed like a late date for this 
behavior.  RC reported his first Fox Sparrow of the 

season in Creswell on Oct 30th.  MJ saw his first 
White-throated Sparrow of the season on Oct 2nd 

at Eden Mill.  DL saw four at 
Lakeside on Oct 10th.  He also saw 
a White-crowned Sparrow there.    
LE saw his first Dark-eyed Junco 

at his Havre de Grace home on Oct 
10th.  DZ and EZ saw 
and photographed an adult male 
Oregon Junco at a feeder in 

Joppatowne on Dec 2nd.  They 
reported that it had been visiting that 

feeder since Nov 6th.   

We had many reports of Purple Finches.  LE saw 

several females at his Havre de Grace home 
between Oct 3rd and Oct 11th.  DW had two at his 
feeders in Webster Village on Oct 8th.  RC had four 
in Creswell on Oct 10th and eight on Oct 30th.  DZ 
and EZ had two females at the Joppatowne feeder 

on Nov 8th.   

LE had four Pine Siskins at his 
Havre de Grace feeders on Oct 
24th.  DL saw six at his feeders in 
Abingdon on Oct 30th.  DW 
almost ran over a ground feeding 
siskin while mowing his lawn in 

Webster Village on Oct 31st.  Two were at his 

feeders on Nov 27th and 28th. 

Contributors 
DB- Debbie Bowers, DG- Dave Gigliotti, DK- 
Dennis Kirkwood, DL- Dave Larkin, DW- Dave 
Webb, DZ- Dave Ziolkowski, EW- Eileen Wise, EZ- 
Eileen Ziolkowski, HB- Harold Boling, JC- Jeff 
Culler, JH- Joe Hanfman, LE- Les Eastman, MH- 
Marjie Heagy, MoH- Monroe Harden, MJ- Mark 
Johnson, PL- Peter Lev, PV- Pat Valdata, RB- Ruth 
Bergstrom, RC- Rick Cheicante, RK- Russ Kovach, 

SD- Scott Davis, TH- Tim Houghton 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES GENEROUSLY 
DONATED PRIZES FOR NOVEMBER’S RAFFLE.  
PLEASE PATRONIZE THEM AND THANK THEM 

FOR THEIR SUPPORT. 

 
Two Locations in Harford County  

Bel Air, 1225 Churchville Road, 410-638-2617 
Aberdeen, 991 Beards Hill Road, 410-273-7841 

Hours:  Fri-Sat 11 am -1 am, Sun-Thu 11 am - midnight 

 
1040 Beards Hill Road, Aberdeen 21001 

Phone # 410-297-6607 
Hours: Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 9-6 

The Olive Tree Restaurant 
1005 Beards Hill Road, Aberdeen 21001 

Phone # 410-272-6217 
Hours:  Sun-Sat 11-11 

 
Forest Hill, MD 

Phone # 410-836-5000 
Email:  wbm@clearviewcatv.net 

Open Sat; call ahead for birdseed purchases 

 
Ann Marie’s Hallmark Shoppe 

1040 Beards Hill Road, Aberdeen 21001 
Phone # 410-272-8677 

Hours:  Mon-Sat 9-8, Sun 11-5 

Harford Birdlife (continued from page 5) 
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips 7 

January 1 (Saturday) – Perryman Area. Start your 
Year List off with a visit to the woods and fields of 
Southern Harford County. Meet the leader Dave Webb 
at 7:30 am at the Wal-Mart in Aberdeen. Contact Dave 

at 410-939-3537 or porzana@comcast.net. 

January 9 (Sun.) – Lower Susquehanna River 
Valley. Bird from Havre de Grace north to Conowingo 

and down the Cecil shore. Expect Eagles, waterfowl, 
sparrows and more. Meet at Tydings Park at 8 am. 
Contact Tom Gibson for further information (410-734-

4135; gibsonlld@aol.com). 

January 15 (Sat.) – Annual Winter Feeder Tour. 

Enjoy birding out of the elements as we watch feeders 
at three of our members‟ cozy homes. Contact Marian 

Argentino at 410-734-4805 or at MJD405@aol.com . 

January 22 (Sat.) – Cambridge/Blackwater Waterfowl  
Trip.  Search for unusual wintering waterfowl in the 
Cambridge harbor area, Blackwater Refuge and 
Hooper‟s Island, site of recent sightings of Tufted Duck 
and Barrow‟s Goldeneye.  Meet at the 155/95 Park and 
Ride at 7:00 am.  Leaders are Tom Congersky (410-
658-4137; jnjtcon@zoominternet.net ) and Randy 

Robertson. 

January 30 (Sun.) – Mid Winter Bird Count.  Contact 

the local compiler, Rick Cheicante (410-803-2712; 
rickcheicante@cs.com)  to participate in this opportunity 
to assess birdlife quantity in our area.  Feeder counters 

are especially welcome. 

February 5 (Sat.) – Bradenbaugh Flats.  Enjoy a tour 

through NW Harford County‟s agricultural area to find 
wintering field birds and waterfowl.  Expect horned 
larks, ring-necked ducks, with possible cackling goose, 
longspurs and snow buntings.  The trip ends at the 
leader‟s house with hot soup.  Meet at Jarrettsville 
Elementary School at 8:00 am.  Contact Dennis 
Kirkwood (410-692-5905; dkirkw@verizon.net) for 

further information. 

February 12 (Sat.) – Swan Harbor Farm.  Visit this 
beautiful County Park to find wintering song birds and 
waterfowl.  Meet at the parking lot by the Agricultural 
Education Center at 8:00 am.  The leaders are Tom 
Gibson (410-734-4135; gibsonlld@aol.com) and John 

Gallo. 

February 19 (Sat.)- Delaware/Maryland Shore.  This 

trip will cover Cape Henlopen to Ocean City for winter 
regulars and rarities lurking offshore.  This all-day trip 
will leave from the 155/95 Park-and-Ride at 6:30 am.  
Contact the leader Les Eastman (les@birdtreks.com; 

410-734-6969) for further information. 

 

 

February 27 (Sun.)- Loch Raven Reservoir.  Explore 
the beautiful surroundings of Baltimore‟s premier 
watershed for wintering migrant songbirds, water birds, 
and raptors.  Meet at the 147/152 Park-and- Ride near 
Fallston at 8:00 am.  Leader is Dave Larkin (410-569-

8319 or dlarkin@towson.edu). 

March 5 (Sat.) – Broad Creek Scout Camp.  Explore 

the diverse habitats of this extensive and beautiful camp 
for wintering songbirds and possible raptors.  Meet at 
Dublin Elementary School on route 136 north of route 1 
at 8:30 am.  Leader is Sue Procell (410-676-6602; 

suzanne.procell@us.army.mil). 

March 9 (Wed.) – Timberdoodle Search.  Join this 

evening watch for one of our most interesting (and 
elusive!) birds, the American Woodcock, as it performs 
its mating sky dance.  Meet at 5:30 PM at the 155/95 
Park and Ride.  The Leader is Tom Gibson (410-734-

4135; gibsonlld@aol.com) 

March 12-13 (Sat.-Sun.) –New Jersey Coast.  A 

winter waterfowl bonanza along the mid-Jersey Coast.  
Join leader Dave Ziolkowski for this overnight trip.  
Limited lodging is available.  Contact Dave for  
departure time and place and for lodging information 

(443-299-8453; djziolkowski@yahoo.com).  

March 16 (Wed.) – Timberdoodle Search.  Join this 
evening watch for one of our most interesting (and 
elusive!) birds, the American Woodcock, as it performs 
its mating sky dance.  Meet at 6:30 pm at the 155/95 
Park and Ride.  The Leader is Elaine Beery (410-272-

6037; ehbeery@yahoo.com). 

March 19 (Sat.) – Harford Waterfowl Tour. Visit 

several areas in the county to see a variety of waterfowl 
as they congregate prior to migrating north. Meet at the 
McDonalds in Edgewood on Route 40 at 7:00 am. Bring 
a photo ID for admittance to APG.  The leader is Dave 

Webb (410-939-3537 or porzana@comcast.net). 

March 26 (Sat.) – Harford Glen.   Experience a variety 

of habitats and a great variety of birds at this 
neighborhood site.  Meet at the Glen (west end of 
Wheel Road) at 7:30 am. Contact Lynn Davis (410-569-
0504; lynnd@iximd.com) or Dave Larkin (410-569-

8319; dlarkin@towson.edu). 

April 2 (Sat.) – Susquehanna River Gulls. Enjoy 
birding at Lapidum Boat Landing and other spots along 
the Susquehanna.  This is prime time for unusual gulls 
(Little and Black-headed Gulls) and grebes, including 
Red-necked and Horned.  Meet at the Lapidum boat 
launch at the end of Lapidum Road at 8:00 am.  The 
leaders are Dennis Kirkwood (410-692-5905; 

dkirkw@verizon.net ) and Randy Robertson. 

Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson and Dennis Kirkwood  

mailto:jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
mailto:rickcheicante@cs.com
mailto:dkirkw@verizon.net
mailto:gibsonlld@aol.com
mailto:les@birdtreks.com
mailto:dlarkin@towson.edu
mailto:suzanne.procell@us.army.mil
mailto:gibsonlld@aol.com
mailto:djziolkowski@yahoo.com
mailto:ehbeery@yahoo.com
mailto:porzana@comcast.net
mailto:lynnd@iximd.com
mailto:dlarkin@towson.edu
mailto:dkirkw@verizon.net
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Harford Glen October 24 th 2010 
With the possibilities of summer stragglers, fall migrants 
and winter birds Harford Glen is a good place to bird in 
late fall. Five of us, four members of the Harford County 
Bird Club and a very welcome member of the Howard 
County Bird Club were not disappointed. Eastern 
Phoebe reminded us that summer still lingered here 
and there while Rusty Blackbird, Red-breasted Nut-
hatch, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and abundant Yellow-
rumped Warbler announced the arrival of our winter 
birds. Eastern Bluebirds were numerous and all five of 
our most common woodpeckers were seen; a pair of 
Hairies gave us a good show spiraling up a snag even-
tually flying off together, and a Pileated did some strong 
excavating in full sun at the top of a snag directly over 
our heads for about 90 seconds (long enough to induce 
“warbler” neck pain). There were several sightings and 
frequent calling from the Belted Kingfisher with one 
perched, clearly distinguishing gender with her promi-
nent orange belly-band.  Overall 35 species were identi-
fied. This field trip will be remembered for a very long 
time by all the participants; not so much for the great 
birding but for the sighting of an otter moving and swim-
ming along one of the river banks. Excellent views of 
this iconic mammal were had by everyone; a rare privi-

lege.                          ~ Dave Larkin and Lynn Davis 

Perryman area and Swan Harbor Farm 
Nine current and future members met on a cool mid-
October morning to search for sparrows at Perryman 
and Swan Harbor. Starting at Perryman Park, we found 
an abundance of Savannah Sparrows and a nice col-
lection of shorebirds including about 20 Lesser Yellow-
legs, 3 Least Sandpipers, a Spotted Sandpiper and a 
rare Stilt Sandpiper. The park also turned up about a 
dozen American Pipits, 2 late Northern Rough-winged 
Swallows, 2 Palm Warblers and a Red-breasted Nut-
hatch. Near the Rite Aid property, we kicked up several 
Eastern Meadowlarks, a juvenile White-crowned Spar-
row, 2 American Kestrels, and a Northern Harrier. We 
finished the morning by walking a portion of the Ducks 
Unlimited impoundment at Swan Harbor Farm where 
we uncovered a Marsh Wren, a handful of Swamp 

Sparrows, and a Wilson‟s Snipe.            ~ Dave Webb 

Gunpowder Falls State Park 
Four Harford County birders invaded Baltimore County 
on the 13th of November compliments of the Bottom 
Road bridge in Gunpowder State Park. The day could 
not have been more beautiful, and correspondingly 
many local winter birds were on display including most 
notably Brown Creeper and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 
The birding day started out with a bang as a pair of 
Red-shouldered Hawks were closely observed hunting 

in front of Youth's Benefit Elementary School (our meet-
ing location). It was also a chilly day, but Susan Hood's 
report from Costa Rica along with a land-owner accus-
ing the group of breaking and entering into a neighbor's 
house warmed participants. 35 species were observed 
in a 3-hour beautiful stroll along the Gunpowder River, 
all and all a great way to spend a Saturday morning in 

Harford (and Baltimore) County!             ~ Russ Kovach 

Cape May, New Jersey 
The overnight field trip to Cape May on Dec 11 and 12, 
will long be remembered by its attendees for a bounty 
of feathers, food and fun. Saturday birding stops in-
cluded Mannington Marsh (along the way in Salem 
County), Cape May State Park and Lily Lake. Despite 
frigid temperatures that froze most inland waters, we 
enjoyed fantastic views of 14 waterfowl species, Sharp-
shinned and Cooper‟s Hawks, Northern Gannet and 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet. Rain started to fall Saturday 
evening and was predicted to last all day Sunday, ac-
companied by strong winds. However, shortly after sun-
rise the rain stopped and held off for the remainder of 
the morning. We took advantage of this divine interven-
tion to get in some fantastic birding at Higbee Beach 
and the Avalon seawall. Highlights at Higbee included a 
Brown Thrasher, a large flock of Fox Sparrows, and two 
American Woodcocks. At Avalon, we found all three 
scoters, Common Eider, Long-tailed Duck, Greater 
Scaup and Purple Sandpiper. The trip tally was 79 spe-

cies. 

When not birding or en route, this gregarious band of 
merrymakers enjoyed great meals and conversation at 
local restaurants. Saturday‟s lunch at Lucky Bones and 
Sunday‟s breakfast at Uncle Bill‟s Pancake House were 
top notch. The culinary highlight was Saturday night‟s 
dinner at Cucina Rosa, a cozy Italian restaurant that 
seated us in a private room for a three-hour gala of deli-
cious food and libations, great stories, and even an 
early birthday celebration. The Victorian charm of Cape 
May at night was brightly displayed for the holidays, as 
the business district bustled with shoppers and the side 
streets echoed with the clip-clops and jingles of horse-
drawn carriages adorned with sleigh bells. 

 ~ Dave & Marsha Webb 

Eastern Neck NWR 
Eleven club members spent a glorious fall day exploring 
this refuge. Highlights of the 60 species seen were 15 
species of waterfowl, Rusty Blackbirds, Brown-headed 
Nuthatches, American Pipits and Pine Siskins. Several 
of the participants ended the day with oyster stew and 
other seafood at a Rock Hall restaurant. On the drive 
home, we stopped to check out several blackbird flocks 
but did not find anything unusual.            ~ Les Eastman 

Field Trip Reports 
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Harford Bird Club 
January Meeting 

If unable to deliver, please return to: 
Martha Crouse-Farley 

3500 Advocate Hill Drive 
Jarrettsville, MD  21084 

 

Visit us on the web: 

www.harfordbirdclub.org 

Mail To: 

 

òNature Observation through the Lens 

of a Camera and the Eyes of a Naturalistó 

Presented by:  

Frank Marsden  
Friday, Jan 7th, 2010  

Meeting Time: 6:45 PM 

(If Harford County schools are closed for the day or close early, the meeting will be postponed until Jan 14th.)  

Free for allé bring a friend! 

Location: Churchville Presbyterian Church  

2844 Churchville Road  

Churchville, MD  21028  

 


