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President’s Perch
Earlier this year, I stepped out of my office building during a lunch break,
and from the back side of a line of boxwood shrubs heard a rapid series of
somewhat raspy chipping notes. My first thought was “Oh brother, another
cowbird chick.” Although I detest cowbirds for the effect that their nest parasitism has on native songbird populations, I do enjoy tracking down the youngsters
to see which species have been duped.
I was relieved to see not a cowbird, but rather a young Chipping Sparrow
under a holly tree chasing after one of its parents. The parent sparrow fed feverishly from the ground, and occasionally dropped food into the eager mouth of
its offspring. Unaided by binoculars, I was close enough to see the adult’s telltale rusty cap, narrow black eyeline, unmarked light breast, and slightly notched
tail. “Lil Chip” was similarly marked, but lacked the rusty cap and had a few
streaks on its chest.
Two days later, Lil Chip and both parents were back again. Whether the
parents were beneath the holly, on the lower limbs of a mature oak, in the tall
grasses alongside a fence, or underneath a parked car, Lil Chip was always close
behind, begging incessantly for its next morsel and entirely dependent upon
them for food.
Chipping Sparrows are a very common breeding species in our area, and
finding young Chippies either in the nest or as fledglings is not too difficult a
challenge. What makes this sighting noteworthy is that these observations were
not made during the late spring or summer but rather on October 5 and 7! According to Bob Ringler, co-author of Field List of the Birds of Maryland (aka, “The
Yellow Book”), this is the latest record ever of a dependent Chipping Sparrow in
Maryland.
The tale of Lil Chip exemplifies “citizen science” in which amateur ornithologists across the globe document information about the distribution, behavior and life cycle of birds. Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) are another example of
citizen science. During a CBC, teams of birders scour fields, forests and rivers.
counting birds of all species. Over time, CBC data provides valuable information
about abundance trends of our wintering birds.
(continued on page 2)
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Calendar of Events
• Sun Oct 24, Field Trip
Committee meeting, 4:00
PM, Tom Congersky's house
• Fri Nov 5, Dinner Meeting,
6:15 PM, Churchville Presbyterian Church
• Sat Dec 4, MOS State Board
Meeting, 10:00 AM, Arlington
Echo, Millersville
• Sun Dec 26, Rock Run
Christmas Bird Count
• Fri Jan 7, 2011, January
General Meeting: 6:45 PM,
Churchville Presbyterian
Church
• Sun Jan 30, 2011, MidWinter Bird Count

Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org

Elaine Beery
410-272-6037

This year on December 26th, the 39th annual Rock Run CBC will take place
within a 15-mile circle centered at Susquehanna State Park and straddling Harford and Cecil Counties. At the end of the afternoon, count participants gather
to warm up with good food and shared stories of the day’s adventures. Whether
you are veteran participant or a first-timer, become a citizen scientist and have
fun at the same time by participating in this year’s Rock Run CBC. Register today
by
calling
our
count
coordinator,
Mark
Johnson
at
mark.steven.johnson@comcat.net

Recording Secretary

Dave Ziolkowski to Headline November Dinner Meeting
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Conservation Chair

Make plans now to attend the Friday, November 5th dinner meeting at Churchville Presbyterian Church when our guest speaker will be longtime club member
Dave Ziolkowski. Dave has been a loyal member of the Harford Bird Club since
his days at Joppatowne High School and now, after more than 20 years of field
experience, he serves as the program biologist for the Department of Interior's
North American Breeding Bird Survey. We've known it for a long time, but in recent years Dave has earned national recognition as a dynamic and entertaining
speaker, and he returns now to share tales from a recent research expedition
with the Smithsonian to Gabon, Central Africa.
A nation the size of Colorado located just south of Cameroon, Gabon is one of
the few countries in the world stable enough to avoid coverage in the world
press yet still largely unknown to both the tourist and scientific communities.
This fact isn't too surprising in light of the sparse to absent infrastructure found
throughout this relatively pristine African landscape. Over 70% of the country is
covered in dense rainforest with the remainder in savanna and coastline, and for
each of these habitats Gabon has the wildlife to match. The bird list is estimated
in excess of 670 regularly occurring species and in few other places in the world
can one expect to watch Gorillas and Elephants sharing the same beach. Recognizing the great environmental importance of, and paucity of biological information about these Gabonese ecosystems, the Smithsonian Institution has partnered with the country to explore and inventory its natural resources. Dave's
presentation gives us a rare view into the world of modern ornithological exploration, as he recounts the wildlife and adventures that he and two Smithsonian
colleagues experienced while prospecting this dynamic landscape for new species of birds.
Further information on the dinner is on page 8 and a reservation form appears
on page 7.
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Webmaster &
Wrenderings Editor
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Harford Birdlife
By: Monroe Harden
Early fall migration included some new and exciting visitors. This month's column covers
the period from August 8th through October 1st, 2010.

Ducks, Herons, Hawks, Falcons
DL and PL saw a Gadwall, a Green-winged Teal, and a
Hooded Merganser at Perryman Park on Sep 25th. MJ
noted the adult female Hooded Merganser at that location on Aug 24th. RB and TH saw a Red-breasted Merganser at Harford Glen on Sep 18th. KG and BC reported
a Ruddy Duck at Swan Harbor on Aug 25th. RB counted
at least 20 Great Egrets at Harford Glen on Aug 14th. KG
heard a Green Heron from his Jarrettsville yard on Aug
26th. DL saw one at Lakeside on Sep 26th.
RO saw a Northern Harrier at Swan Harbor on Aug 8th.
RB and TH had single Sharp-shinned and Cooper's
Hawks at Harford Glen on Sep 18th. DK noted several
Cooper's Hawks and up to 7 American Kestrels on and
around his farm in the northern part of the county
throughout September. DW saw 2 Broad-winged
Hawks over Webster Village on Sep 15th.
Plovers, Sandpipers, Terns
DL had a Semipalmated Plover at Perryman Park on Sep
15th, along with a Greater Yellowlegs, a Lesser Yellowlegs, and Spotted, Western, Stilt, and Least Sandpipers.
He and PL saw 5 Western Sandpipers there on Sep 25th.
JM had 4 on Sep 7th. MO found a Red-necked Phalarope
there on Sep 6th. Several others saw and photographed
the bird that day. KG reported an American Woodcock
flying over his Jarrettsville home the evening of Aug 26th.
KG and BC saw 2 Caspian and 36 Forsters Terns at Swan
Harbor on Aug 25th. RB and TH saw a single Caspian
Tern at Harford Glen on Sep 18th.
Cuckoos, Owls, Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds
TH saw a Black-billed Cuckoo near Rock Run Mill in Susquehanna State Park on Sep 20th. He also saw a Yellowbilled Cuckoo at Ladew Gardens on Sep 29th. DW saw
one in Webster Village on Sep 5th. KK saw a Great
Horned Owl in the late afternoon of Sep 18th at the
family farm in northern Harford County. DB had 2
Barred Owls at her home in Street on Sep 28th. KG saw

individual Common Nighthawks flying over his Jarrettsville home on Aug 30th and 31st.
KG and BC saw single Ruby-throated Hummingbirds at
the Rock Run Mill and at Swan Harbor on Aug 25th. LE
had 3 at his home near Havre de Grace on Sep 30th.
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Vireos, Nuthatches, Thrushes
RB saw a Red-headed Woodpecker flying over Harford
Glen on Aug 14th. SH also saw one (a juvenile) in Fallston on Sep 18th. KG and BC reported single Alder and
Least Flycatchers at Rock Run on Aug 25th. KG saw
another Least Flycatcher in Jarrettsville on Sep 3rd. KG
and BC also saw a Yellow-throated and 4 Red-eyed Vireos at Rock Run on Aug 25th. DW saw a Blue-headed
Vireo in Webster Village on Sep 5th. RB and TH had a
Warbling Vireo at Harford Glen on Sep 18th. MJ reported a Philadelphia Vireo at the Eden Mill banding
station on Sep 24th. This was the first one in ten years
banding there.
RB heard a Red-breasted Nuthatch at Harford Glen on
Aug 29th. AK and RK saw one in Darlington on Sep 6th.
TH saw a Ruby-crowned Kinglet and a Swainson's
Thrush at Ladew Gardens on Sep 29th. DB had a Wood
Thrush at Rocks State Park on Sep 22nd.
Wood Warblers
KG and BC saw 1 Blue-winged, 2 Black-and-White, and 2
Prothonotary Warblers at Rock Run on Aug 25th. RB and
TH saw a Tennessee, a Black-throated Blue, a Palm, and
several Black-throated Green Warblers at Harford Glen
on Sep 18th. DW had a Nashville Warbler in Webster
Village on Sep 19th. RB saw a Chestnut-sided, 3 Magnolia, a Black-throated Blue, 4 Black-and-White, and 5
American Redstart Warblers at Harford Glen on Aug
29th. LD saw a Yellow-rumped Warbler in the Bright
Oaks area of Bel Air on Aug 20th. MJ had Canada Warblers at the Eden Mill banding station on Sep 10th and
24th. DW heard one singing in Webster Village on Sep
5th.
(Continued on page 4)
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Grosbeaks, Orioles
MJ reported 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at the Eden
Mill banding station on Sep 17th. RB and TH saw one at
Harford Glen on Sep 18th, while SH also saw one in Fallston that same day. DK saw an immature one at Eden
Mill on Sep 29th. KG and BC reported 2 Blue Grosbeaks
and 4 Indigo Buntings at the Susquehanna State Park
picnic area on Aug 25th. They also saw 2 Bobolinks and
135 Red-winged Blackbirds at Swan Harbor that day.
They also had 2 Orchard Orioles at Lapidum and a Baltimore Oriole at Rock Run. DW saw a Baltimore Oriole
in Webster Village on Sep 5th.
Contributors
AK- Annie Kovach, BC- Brad Cernohorsky, DB- Debbie
Bowers, DL- Dave Larkin, DK- Dennis Kirkwood, DWDave Webb, JM- Joel Martin, KG- Kevin Graff, KK- Kristin
Kirkwood, LD- Lynn Davis, LE- Les Eastman, MJ- Mark
Johnson, MO- Mike Ostrowski, PL- Peter Lev, RB- Ruth
Bergstrom, RK- Russ Kovach, RO- Robert Ostrowski, SHSusan Hood, TH- Tim Houghton

Membership Dues Are Due
Annual membership dues are now overdue for the Harford Bird Club year from September 1, 2010 through August 31, 2011. If you have not yet renewed, the membership form was included in the August issue of Wrenderings or you can print it off the web site at
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/harfjoin.html. Please
contact Marjie Heagy at msheagy@zoominternet.net or
(410)557-9485 if you have any questions about your renewal. Please fill out the form, enclose your check made
payable to HARFORD MOS and mail it to Marjie. We
would like to have all dues paid by December 31, 2010.

Christmas Count is Coming!
Christmas time is here! Well, it will
be before you know it. With the
holiday comes our annual Christmas
Bird Count. As usual, it will take
place on the Sunday between the
holidays on December 26th. Everyone is welcomed to participate. We
are assigned a discrete area within the 7.5 mile radius of
the old Harford Bird Club meeting house (close to Rock
Run) in Susquehanna State Park and count all of the individuals of each species seen in that day. This circle
includes areas from Swan Harbor to Havre de Grace and
Conowingo as well as many areas in Cecil County also.
Regulars please contact Mark Johnson (count coordinator) as well as anyone else interested in participating.
New birders are especially welcomed. There is a $5 donation collected for each participant to cover printing of
the data which includes a copy of American Birds. Come
out and shake off the indoor blues with the camaraderie
of birdwatching!
Contact Mark at Mark.Steven.Johnson@comcast.net or
call 410-692-5978 to sign up or for questions.

Bird Droppings
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Marty Crouse-Farley at 410-557-6786 or email to
mhcf@msn.com.

Welcome!
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following new members. Thank you for joining... we look
forward to seeing you out there on our birding trips and
at our meetings!
Olivia Bitting of Jarrettsville
Steve Davis of Abingdon
Alissa Wallace of Jarrettsville
Robert Werrlein of Forest Hill
Adel Wortman of Havre de Grace

A Poem by Richard Le Gallienne
I meant to do my work today
But a brown bird sang in the apple tree,
And a butterfly flitted across the field,
All the leaves were calling me.

Vacation Reports
If you traveled over the summer and had any good birding
experiences, please write a concise report of a couple of paragraphs for inclusion in the next newsletter. Please send
them to Les Eastman at les@birdtreks.com or Dave Webb at
porzana@comcast.net.

And the wind went sighing over the land
Tossing the grasses to and fro;
And a rainbow held out its shining hand
So what could I do but laugh and go?
4

Field Trip Reports
Wine Tasting & Nighthawks

Bosely Conservancy Kayak Trip

st

On Saturday, August 21 , twenty-five people met for an
evening of wine-tasting and bird-watching at Mount Felix winery in Havre de Grace. Our hosts Peter and Mary
Ianniello treated us to tastes of seven of their delicious
wines while entertaining us with some wonderful local
history related to the naming of each of their wines. After the tasting there was plenty of time for relaxing and
chatting. A lone Common Nighthawk delighted the
group for several minutes with his aerial acrobatics
hawking insects. As darkness fell we ended our evening
with thoughts of repeating this activity next summer.
~Marsha Webb

On August 28th, eighteen club members
and guests enjoyed a picture perfect
August late afternoon kayaking the
gentle waters of Otter Point Creek and
the Bosely Conservancy. Jess Baylor
of the Leight Center met us with kayaks and gear ready for
action. We found a nice variety of birds, although not an
overwhelming abundance. Some of the better sightings included Solitary Sandpiper, Semipalmated Plover, and Lesser
Yellowlegs at the mouth of Haha Branch; also a Belted Kingfisher, a Pileated Woodpecker, several Great Egrets, numerous Wood Ducks, and a flyover Bobolink.
~ Dave Webb

Birds and Butterflies at Harford Glen

Ma and Pa Trail, Fallston
On September 4th nine enthusiastic club members enjoyed a beautiful but breezy morning walk on this trail,
beginning at Annie's Playground and continuing to Tollgate Road (with a side path to the champion Bitternut
Hickory tree). The variety of habitat produced 33 species
in fields, forest, stream, marsh and pond. Highlights included a stunning Baltimore Oriole,
the repetitive calling of Warbling Vireos, the cavorting of several juvenile
Red-tailed Hawks, and a muchdiscussed flock of juvenile Indigo
Buntings. All agreed it was a great
trail to return to in any season.
~ Susan Hood

nd

August 22 . Showers threatened to cancel the walk before it began, but by 9 AM the rains stopped ant the sun
was peeping through the clouds. Butterfly expert Terry
Haley and 7 other birding and butterfly enthusiasts enjoyed a delightful morning. Only 29 bird species were
seen. The real stars were the dragonflies and butterflies.
As for the dragonflies, the most memorable were the
Halloween Pendants on the top of the dike that surrounds the fish pond. They were all perched on the
stalks of grass that line the top of the dike. Thank goodness no one cuts the grass on the back of the dike or we
would have missed this spectacle! We also saw Eastern
Amberwings, Slatey Skimmer and Common Whitetails
and some Eastern Forktail damselflies in the grass.
The butterflies started flying about the same time as the
dragonflies. There were silver-spotted, least and sachem skippers. Three kinds of swallowtails were found,
Eastern Tiger, Black and Spice Bush. There were the
common Cabbage Whites, Clouded Sulphers, Eastern
tailed Blues, Pearl Crescents and Buckeyes in the grass.
We were able to find and differentiate between the
Monarchs and their copy cats, the Viceroys. We went
over the bridge to the sandy part of the island and found
Commas and a beautiful Red Spotted Purple with its
wings shining in the sun. Also, we did see two moths,
the beautiful Ailanthus Webworm and an amazing
Hummingbird Clearwing, doing its best at pretending to
be a bird! Terry is looking forward to doing this again
next year
. ~ Jean Wheeler

Winters Run
th

September 19 2010. A pleasantly cool fall morning was
perfect for a leisurely bird walk along Winters Run Road.
Nine of us were on the trip including a new young birder. His enthusiasm for nature was refreshing and added
greatly to our enjoyment of the walk. The trip was notable for the large flocks of Common Grackle, numerous
Blue Jays and the complete absence of any warblers.
Despite the dearth of warblers 41 species were recorded. Good views were had of Pileated Woodpecker, Redtailed Hawk and migrating Chimney Swift. Other migrants included Orchard Oriole, Eastern Wood-Pewee,
Eastern Phoebe, Purple Martin and Tree Swallow.
~ Dave Larkin and Lynn Davis
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson and Dennis Kirkwood
October 24 (Sun.) – Harford Glen. A beautiful area with
a great variety of habitat and an even greater variety of
birds. Meet at the Glen at 8 am. Contact Dave Larkin at
410-569-8319 or larkin3001@comcast.net or contact
Lynn Davis at 410-569-0504 or lynnd@iximd.com.
October 30 (Sat.) – Halloween Owl Prowl. Join leaders
Sue Procell and Debbie Bowers as they search the Deer
Creek area for our local hat-trick of owl species – Eastern Screech, Barred, and Great Horned. Black cats and
goblins also possible. With a little luck some other surprises may make an appearance. Contact Sue (410-6766602; procell1@comcast.net) for further information.

November 28 (Sun.) - Conowingo Dam. Meet at 8:00
am at Fisherman’s Park below the dam. Eagle numbers
are at their peak with the possibility of Golden Eagle as
well as 100+ Bald Eagles. Waterfowl and early winter
songbirds should also be present. Contact Leader Les
Eastman (410-734-6969; les@birdtreks.com).
December 4 (Sat.) – Delaware Coast. Meet at the 155/I95 Park and Ride at 6:30 am. This trip will visit several
hotspots along the Delaware Bay for wintering specialties. Contact leader Russ Kovach for further details
(410-457-4274 or russell.kovach@gmail.com) .
December 26 (Sun.) – Rock Run Christmas Bird Count.
This annual count is a part of the National Audubon Society’s continent-wide effort. Contact the compiler,
Mark Johnson (410-692-5978 or
mark.s.johnson@us.army.mil) to volunteer and to be
assigned to a group.
January 1 (Sat.). Get your 2011 birding list off to an early start. Contact Tom Gibson ( 410-734-4135; gibsonlld@aol.com ) for trip location, time and further details.
January 9 (Sun.) – Lower Susquehanna River Valley.
Bird from Havre de Grace north to Conowingo and down
the Cecil shore. Expect Eagles, waterfowl, sparrows and
more. Meet at Tydings Park at 8 am. Contact Tom Gibson for further information (410-734-4135; gibsonlld@aol.com).
January 15 (Sat.) – Annual Winter Feeder Tour. Enjoy
birding out of the elements as we watch feeders at
three of our members’ cozy homes. Contact Marian
Argentino at 410-734-4805 or at MJD405@aol.com .

November 6 (Sat.) – Susquehanna State Park. This trip
is especially designed for beginning birders. Join two
former educators who are ready to share their skills and
knowledge with those who are ready to enjoy a new
hobby. Bring your binoculars and your curiosity. Kids
are especially welcome. Meet at 8 am at the Rock Run
Mill.
Leaders are Tom Congersky (410-658-4137;
jnjtcon@zoominternet.net) and Randy Robertson.
November 13 (Sat.) – Gunpowder Falls State Park. Fall
songbirds abound in this wooded valley. Meet at
Youth’s Benefit Elem. School on route 152 at 7:30 am.
The leader is Russ Kovach (410-457-4274; Russell.kovach@gmail.com.)
November 20 (Sat.) – Eastern Neck Refuge. Enjoy the
wintering waterfowl in this nearby National Wildlife Refuge in Kent County. Meet leaders Les Eastman (410734-6969; les@birdtreks.com) and Ruth Bergstrom at
the I-95/155 Park and Ride at 7:30 am.
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Support Our Sponsors

For Sale

John and Linda Ireland own and operate the Wild Bird
Marketplace. They have limited their hours of operation
to Saturday only but you can call them at (410) 836-5000
or contact them by email at wbm@clearviewcatv.net to
arrange a bird seed purchase. Bird club members receive
a 10% discount on purchases.

Club member Phil Perkins has a pair of
binoculars for sale. They are Swarovski
EL 8.5X42 WB Swarobright (Note, this is
the Swarovski EL version; the top model, not their less expensive SLC version).
They were purchased new in 2008 for
$1900 at the Cape May Bird Observatory and they are still in new condition. Phil is asking
$1400. If you are interested, contact Phil at
pdp1968@verizon.net or call his cell phone at 410-3226453 before 9 PM.

Go Green
How would you like to help the environment and save money for the Bird
Club at the same time? You can do
this by electing to receive your newsletter by email instead of snail mail.
By doing so, you will reduce the printing and mailing expense to the club and
cut down on the number of trees sacrificed to make paper. If you are not already receiving your newsletter by
email and would like to do so, please contact Les Eastman at les@birdtreks.com.

Wild Bird Marketplace
Forest Hill, MD
Phone # 410-836-5000
Email: wbm@clearviewcatv.net
Open Sat; call ahead for birdseed purchases
Early Bird
by Shel Silverstein
Oh, if you're a bird, be an early bird
And catch the worm for your breakfast plate.
If you're a bird, be an early early birdBut if you're a worm, sleep late.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Eileen Nack, 8 Crestmont Drive,
Aberdeen MD 21001 by Friday, October 29th, 2010 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $13.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _________________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
November Dinner Meeting
“Excerpts from an Expedition Notebook Adding a Pixel to the West African Bird Picture from Coastal Gabon"
by

Dave Ziolkowski
Friday, November 5th
Dinner - 6:15pm - General Meeting time 7:15pm
Location: Churchville Presbyterian Church
2844 Churchville Road
Churchville, MD 21028

If unable to deliver, please return to:
Martha Crouse-Farley
3500 Advocate Hill Drive
Jarrettsville, MD 21084
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