
 

  

Finch Frenzy! 
By: Amanda Subolefsky 

 
In this edition of ¢ƘŜ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ±ƻƛŎŜΣ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƛǇǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎǇƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
identification tips and tools you use to identify these species, so feel free to share 
your secrets at our November meeting or on our Facebook page. 

In Harford County, American Goldfinches and House Finches are residents and they 
can be spotted all year. In the upcoming winter months, you may see Crossbills, 
Redpolls, Purple Finches, and Pine Siskins. Evening Grosbeaks are not out of the 
question, but in recent years we have not had enough Evening Grosbeaks to really 
amp ourselves up for their possible arrival. This fall has begun to shape up as a 
record year for finches! Be on the lookout for those Crossbills and Redpolls! 

Purple Finch vs. House Finch 

Purple Finches do not usually make their presence known until about mid-October. 
In the past 40 years Purple Finches have only been banded at Harford Glen five 
times in the month of September (1981, 1993, 1994, 2012 and 2018). On 
September 27, 2018 I had three Purple Finches. This could be indicative of a record 
winter for finches! Purple Finches can be easily confused with House Finches by 
glancing too quickly and making assumptions. House Finches are more common. 
Adult male Purple Finches will have a deep wine color to their body whereas the 
male House Finch will have a reddish color concentrated on the head and breast. 
To me, it looks like a House Finch has been gently sprayed with deep red paint 
whereas the Purple Finch has been dipped in a raspberry wine-colored paint. 
Female (or hatch year male) House Finches and female (or hatch year male) Purple 
Finches could be misidentified if a simple quick glance is all you give them before 
making your identification. Female Purple Finches will have a streakier crown 
(head) and will have a more pronounced white stripe along their eye-line. Female 
House Finches look more solid in color with no obvious white strip along their eye-
line. To get a bit more technical, the House Finches (male and female) have a 
slightly curved upper mandible, which is the top portion of their beak. In addition, 
the House Finch has a rounder head whereas the Purple Finch may present itself 
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Plan Ahead! 

¶ November 2τDinner 
Meeting at Churchville 
Presbyterian. Speaker is 
Peter Kaestner 

¶ Saturday, December 29, 
2 0 1 8τR o c k  R u n 
Christmas Bird Count 

¶ January 12, 2019τ
Fourth Annual CBC for 
Kids at Swan Harbor 
Farm 

¶ May 31- June 2, 2019τ
MOS Annual Conference, 
Washington College, 
Chestertown, MD. 
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with a slight crest on its head. Purple Finches have a bit of yellow at the gape (where the two pieces of the beak 
ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴǎ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘΩύΦ 

Red Crossbill 

L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ wŜŘ /Ǌƻǎǎōƛƭƭ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ȅŀǊŘΗ L Ŏŀƴ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƴȅ ŦƛƴŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ wŜŘ /ǊƻǎǎōƛƭƭΦ !ǎƪ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΧ L 
have taken crappy, blurred photographs through dirty glass and a window screen just to try to get confirmation on 
a Red Crossbill only to be deflated by a pro explaining that I have a House Finch. I can stare at a Purple Finch beak 
long enough that I finally see it crossing and by golly I have a Red Crossbill- turns out the only thing crossed were 
my eyes. This finch is listed in our area as non-breeding (scarce). The number one ID mark on a Red Crossbill is the 
crossed bill. The upper mandible and lower mandible (beaks) cross at the tip. The red color is indicative of the 
male. The female is olive in color with some yellow. 

 
White-winged Crossbill 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ ȅŀǊŘ ƭƛǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ-winged Crossbill. This species looks very 
ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ /ǊƻǎǎōƛƭƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƭŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŀŎŎǳǎǘƻƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŎƘŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ǿƛƴƎǎ 
with the two white wing bars are the big ID marker on this species. The female is olive in color and sport the two 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ǿƛƴƎ ōŀǊǎΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ōƻǘƘ ǿƛƴƎ ōŀǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƳŀƭŜΦ 

House Finch 
¶ Round Head 
¶ Slightly Curved Upper Mandible 
¶ Gently sprayed with deep red paint 
¶ More solid head (less streaky) 
¶ No obvious white eye-line 

Purple Finch 
¶ Less Round Head (sometimes presents as a 

slight crest) 
¶ Forcefully dipped in raspberry wine-colored 

paint 
¶ Streaky Head (females) 
¶ Obvious white eye-line (females) 

House Finch 
Male 

House Finch 
Female 

Purple Finch 
Male 

Purple Finch 
Female 

Red Crossbill 
¶ Small 
¶ Upper and Lower Mandibles Cross 
¶ Notched Tail 
¶ Male is red 
¶ Female is Olive to yellowish 

Red Crossbill 
Male 

Red Crossbill 
Female 

White-winged Crossbill 
¶ Small 
¶ Upper and Lower Mandibles Cross 
¶ Notched Tail 
¶ Black wings 
¶ Two white wing bars White-winged Crossbill 

Male 

White-winged Crossbill 
Female 
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Common Redpoll 

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŀ /ƻƳƳƻƴ wŜŘǇƻƭƭ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ȅŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ŀǎ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜΗ !ǘ ŀ 
fast glance they could look like the House Finch, but the bright red crown and whiter, streaked flanks (sides) stand 
out as good field marks. The black feathers around the bill also remind me of a smaller, subtler version of the 
bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ƳŀǎƪΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴ wŜŘǇƻƭƭΩǎ ōŜŀƪ ƛǎ ǘƛƴȅΗ ¢ƘŜ ōŜŀƪ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƻƭƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ 
to miss. 

Pine Siskin 

Pine Siskins appear to be sparrows as you walk past the window that houses your bird feeder. Upon closer glance, 
these finches have a small, pointed almost dainty beak. They are heavily streaked. The male supposedly has more 
yellow on his flight feathers, but this not always used as a definitive sex indicator. 

 

Evening Grosbeaks 

Seeing this bird in your yard or on a hike should completely stop you in your tracks. At one time in the not so 
distant past, spotting an Evening Grosbeak would be a treat, but not an event. Today in Harford County, the 
spotting of an Evening Grosbeak would be a true frenzy. The Evening Grosbeak is a large, thick bird with a 
powerful-looking ivory to cream colored beak. The male is yellow and black with a huge white patch on the wing. 
The female is mostly gray with a yellow shadow on her neck. 

 

 

Common Redpoll 
¶ Small 
¶ Pinkish breast (male) 
¶ Notched Tail 
¶ Red crown with white flanks 
¶ Yellow to yellow tinted beak 
¶ Tiny beak 
 
 

Common Redpoll 
Male 

Common Redpoll 
Female 

Pine Siskin 
¶ Pointed, dainty beak 
¶ Notched Tail 
¶ Heavily Streaked 
¶ Yellow on the edges of flight feathers, 

sometimes not visible. 
 

Pine Siskin 
Male 

Pine Siskin 
Female 

Evening Grosbeak 
¶ Powerful, ivory looking beak 
¶ Notched Tail 
¶ Large Finch 
¶ Yellow and Black with white wing 

patch (male) 
¶ Gray with clack and a yellow shadow 

on neck (female) Evening Grosbeak 
Male 

Evening Grosbeak 
Female 
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American Goldfinch 

Last, but certainly not least, is the American Goldfinch. In the upcoming winter months, the male will not the be 
the brilliant yellow and black we see in summer but a more muted yellow to tan color. The male and female look 
very similar in the winter. In the winter months you may possibly see a single bright yellow feather or two which 
Ƴŀȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀƭŜΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳŀƭŜ ƻǊ ŦŜƳŀƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
winter months. Juvenile American Goldfinches look very brown. 

 

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀƴ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ƻƴ ŦƛƴŎƘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛƴŎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
Finch Eye Disease, Mycoplasmal conjunctivitis, is the swollen, red, irritated or crusty eyes you may see on feeder 
ōƛǊŘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ōƛǊŘ ǘƻ ōƛǊŘ ƻƴ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀǘ https://www.allaboutbirds.org/house-
finch-eye-disease-outbreak-then-understanding/ describing the movement of the disease across the United States 
since its discovery in Baltimore during the winter of 1994. The Audubon Society recommends monthly cleaning 

with an initial scrub with soap and water followed by a ten minute soak in 9:1 bleach solution. 
Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ǊŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦŜŜŘŜǊǎ ǎƻ ōƛǊŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ 
diseases on the natural detritus below your feeder. The more feeders you have the less likely 
you are to pass diseases from bird to bird. With more feeders available, the birds spread out 
and less birds use each feeder which makes it less likely a bird with disease will come in contact 
with all of your feeders.  

If you spot a bird with Finch Eye Disease, immediately remove your feeders, clean them and 
hang them back out. If the bird is extremely ill, you may notice it almost living on the feeder. It 

ǿƻƴΩǘ Ŧƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ Lǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ Lƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ όƘŀƘŀƘŀƘŀƘΗ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΗύΣ ƛŦ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ŘƛǎŜŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜŜŘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘΣ 
place it in a box and transfer it to Phoenix Wildlife Center (https://www.phoenixwildlifecentermd.org/) for 
treatment. Call Kathy at 410-628-9736 to alert the team at Phoenix Wildlife Center you are bringing in a patient.  

Lƴ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎǘǳŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ŦƛƴŎƘŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ƙƻǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ YŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ 
twice at your feeders. This could be a big year for Harford County finches. 

Photographs are from the Macaulay Library housed at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.    https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/ 
 

Membership Dues Are Due 
Dues are now overdue for the club year from September 1, 2018, to August 31, 2019. The membership 
form is included on page 11 or you can print it from the web site at 
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20COUNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf. Please fill out the 
form, enclose your check made payable to HARFORD MOS and mail it to our Treasurer, Eric Vangrin.  

New this yearτyou can pay your dues online! Go to https://mdbirds.org/join/chapters/harford-bird-club/ where 
you can log in, create a password and select membership level and a number of options, and then pay via PayPal.  

We would like to have all dues paid by November 1. You may pick up your membership card at the November 
meeting or they will be mailed to you. Thank You. 

American Goldfinch 
¶ Triangular Shaped Beak 
¶ Notched Tail 
¶ Small Finch 
¶ Brown to Olive color 
¶ Dull yellow on head. 
¶ Black wings with white wing bars 

American Goldfinch 
Maybe Male? 

American Goldfinch 
Maybe Female? 

https://www.allaboutbirds.org/house-finch-eye-disease-outbreak-then-understanding/
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/house-finch-eye-disease-outbreak-then-understanding/
https://www.phoenixwildlifecentermd.org/
https://www.macaulaylibrary.org/
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20COUNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf
https://mdbirds.org/join/chapters/harford-bird-club/
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Club News? 
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths, marriages, or any other notable events that belong in the 
newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary Madeline Lovera at 443-425-3974 or send an email to love-
bluebird206@gmail.com. 

A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following new members. Thank you for joining. We look for-
ward to seeing you out there on our birding trips and at our meetings! 

JEAN PALANUWECH & PHURIWAT ANUSONTI-INTHRA of FALLSTON 

 

November Dinner Meeting 
Our next club meeting will be on Friday, November 2 beginning at 6:15 p.m. with a delicious tur-
key dinner prepared by the members of the Churchville Presbyterian Church. It is a casual, pre-
Thanksgiving evening to be enjoyed by all our members. Feel free to invite friends and family 
members to savor the bounty of the harvest season, and to enjoy our scheduled program as we 
wind down our 2018 birding year. There will be a brief meeting at 7:15 along with our raffle. 

We are very excited to announce our guest speaker who is Peter G. Kaestner, a retired American diplomat and 
ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ƻǊƴƛǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ōƛǊŘŜǊ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ²ƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ άƭƛŦŜ 
list of 8,750 birds (per ebird.org), Kaestner remains one of the most prolific birders in the world, surpassed only by 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘŀƭƪΦ  

Reservations and fee for the dinner are required. The reservation form and details are on Page 10. Johanne Hen-
rickson will be accepting registration and checks. Due: October 26, 2018. 

 

 

Harford Bird Club Executive Board 
President   Deborah Stewart  410-879-2364   debstewart1307@gmail.com 
Vice President   Amanda Subolefsky 443-528-4306  AmandaSubolefsky@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary  Jane Scocca  410-272-8870  jane@scocca.org 
Corresponding Secretary Madeline Lovera 443-425-3974  lovebluebird206@gmail.com 
Treasurer   Eric Vangrin   443-417-7219   evangrin@msn.com 
Past President   Bob Werrlein   410-692-5180  we2.rein@gmail.com 
Field Trip Chairperson Tom Gibson  410-734-4135  gibsonlld@aol.com 
Bird Count Coordinator Vacant 
Dinner Reservations  Johanne Henrickson  410-836-8889   johen24@gmail.com  
Public Relations  Vacant 
Education Chairperson Mary Murray  410-812-6621  murraymary@gmail.com  
Conservation Chair  Deborah Bowers 410-692-2708  bowerspub@hotmail.com 
Youth Coordinator  Rachel Hebert  443-299-8384  hebert.rachel2@gmail.com 
State Board Members Tom Congersky 410-658-4137  jnjtcon@zoominternet.net 
    Dennis Kirkwood 410-692-5905  newarkfarms@gmail.com 
Webmaster   Vacant 
Wrenderings Editor  Les Eastman  410-688-1214  les@birdtreks.com 

Bird Droppings 

mailto:lovebluebird206@gmail.com
mailto:lovebluebird206@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ornithologist
mailto:debstewart1307@gmail.com
mailto:AmandaSubolefsky@gmail.com
mailto:jane@scocca.org
mailto:lovebluebird206@gmail.com
mailto:evangrin@msn.com
mailto:we2.rein@gmail.com
mailto:gibsonlld@aol.com
mailto:johen24@gmail.com
mailto:murraymary@gmail.com
mailto:bowerspub@hotmail.com
mailto:hebert.rachel@gmail.com
mailto:jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
mailto:newarkfarms@gmail.com
mailto:les@birdtreks.com
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Harford Birdlife 
by Monroe Harden 

Ducks, Hawks, Falcons, Plovers, Sandpipers 
JE found a female/eclipse plumaged Blue-winged Teal near Battery Island on Aug 9th. Along with TC and MH, he 

also saw a Lesser Scaup and a Bufflehead there on Aug 13th. MJ saw a Ruddy Duck on the flats 
near Tydings Park on Sep 28th. TH and BP saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk at Susquehanna State Park 
on Aug 21st. CR found one at Emory Knoll Farm the next day. DK reported up to 6 American Kes-
trels around the Bradenbaugh Flats regularly since late August. DS saw a Merlin at the Aldino Air-
port on Sep 19th.  

MJ saw a lone American Coot at the Home Depot Pond in Edgewood on Aug 12th. He also found a 
Black-bellied Plover in nearly full adult alternate plumage at the Aldino Sod Farm on Sep 17th. JE 
found an American Golden-Plover at the sod farm on Sep 3rd. It was seen through Sep 9th. 2 birds 
were seen there Sep 9th through 11th. DS reported 1 Killdeer, 4 Greater Yellowlegs, 2 Lesser Yel-
lowlegs, 23 Semipalmated Sandpipers, and a Pectoral Sandpiper at the Aldino airport on Sep 
19th. JE also found a .ŀƛǊŘΩǎ {ŀƴŘǇƛǇŜǊ there on Sep 5th. KS counted 23 White-rumped Sandpi-
pers there on Sep 11th. MH saw 2 Buff-breasted Sandpipers at the sod farm on Sep 8th. 

Gulls, Terns, Cuckoos, Flycatchers, Ravens 
JE saw a .ƻƴŀǇŀǊǘŜΩǎ Dǳƭƭ molting into 2nd winter plumage near Battery Island on Aug 9th. DK was surprised to see 
2 Caspian Terns flying to the north over his home on Newark Farm on Aug 14th. These were the first he had seen 
over the property. SH noted a number of Yellow-billed Cuckoos near her Fallston home between Aug 7th and 18th. 
MJ saw a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher near the picnic area pond at Susquehanna State Park on Sep 2nd. The bird was 
also seen on the 3rd. He saw and heard a Willow Flycatcher at Swan Harbor on Aug 20th. Several birders reported 
seeing single Common Ravens in and around Susquehanna State Park, including MJ on Aug 24th, Sep 15th, and Sep 
19th, KS on Sep 11th, and TC on Sep 14th. 

Nuthatches, Warblers 
SH had a Red-breasted Nuthatch excitedly calling near her Fallston home on Aug 31st. JC saw one at his 
feeder in Kingsville, as did RK at his Darlington home. DL saw a Ruby-crowned Kinglet at Harford Glen on 
Sep 2nd and a Blue-gray Gnatcatcher there on Sep 30th. TC saw a Blue-winged Warbler on the Little Gun-
powder Trail on Sep 16th. SH saw single Nashville, Black-throated Green, and Black and White Warblers 
at Eden Mill on Sep 19th. She also had a Magnolia Warbler near her home on Sep 2nd. DB 

saw a Yellow Warbler feeding in a holly tree near her Street home on Sep 30th. TH and BP saw 2 
Chestnut-sided, 1 Blackpoll, 1 Cerulean, 2 Prothonotary Warblers, 1 Northern Waterthrush, 1 Lou-
isiana Waterthrush, 2 Kentucky, and 2 Canada Warblers at Susquehanna State Park on Aug 21st.  

Sparrows, Grosbeaks, Orioles, Finches 
DK banded a [ƛƴŎƻƭƴΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ and a Purple Finch at Harford Glen on Sep 28th. JC saw an immature male Rose-
breasted Grosbeak at his feeder in Kingsville on Sep 23rd. DB had one at her Street home on Sep 30th. MJ noted 
several Orchard Orioles flying around the Susquehanna State Park picnic area on Aug 22nd and 24th.  

Contributors 
BP- Brad Phoebus, CR- Carey Rowsom, DB-Debbie Bowers, DK- Dennis Kirkwood, DL-David Littlepage, DS- Duvall 
Sollers, JC- John Canoles, JE- Josh Emm, KS- Kurt Schwarz, MH- Matt Hafner, MJ- Mark Johnson, RK- Russ Kovach, 
SH- Susan Hood, TC- Tim Carney, TH- Tim Houghton (Sourced from direct contributions, MDBirding and other email 
lists, and eBird reports) 

I only had three responses to my call for reports. If you want this column to continue, I need 
your inputs! Please. This report covers the period from August 1st through September 30th, 
2018. 
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Hummingbird Banding  
July 28  

 

 

Photos courtesy of  

Barbara Saffir. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hummingbird Happy Hour 
August 19 

Despite the best efforts of the weather to dampen the Hum-
mingbird Happy Hour held at the home of Diane Jones, the 
event proved to be very successful. Over 20 birders, spouses 
and friends gathered on the rockers along the lengthy cov-
ered porch to watch swarms of hummers buzz among the 
beautiful plantings and numerous feeders. In apparent defi-
ance of the cloudy conditions, even a few butterflies showed 
up. Add some delicious food, refreshing drink, yummy 
snacks, tempting desserts and convivial conversation to the 
warm and welcoming hospitality of the host and you have a 
clear winner. ~ Tom Gibson 

Harford Glen 
August 25 

Nineteen Harford County birders assembled on a pleasantly cool August morning to explore the bird life of Harford 
Glen. Among the nineteen birders it was good to be able to welcome a number of new club members. The morn-
ƛƴƎΩǎ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƛǊŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘΦ 
Family parties became very active, Blue-grey Gnatcatchers, Song Sparrows, Blue Grosbeaks, Eastern Phoebes. 
These provided an interesting challenge in bird identification with many young birds in odd plumages; young Song 
{ǇŀǊǊƻǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ǘŀƛƭ ŦŜŀǘƘŜǊǎΗ !ƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ оу ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ ~ David Larkin 

 

MA & PA Trail 
September 3 

A very foggy, still morning provided a quiet setting for this walk enjoyed by six of us. Ap-
propriate for the season, many of the birds were molting, though with the wet summer 
we've had, one might say they were "molding". There were several Indigo Buntings and 
Gray Catbirds, yellow-plumaged Scarlet Tanagers, a bright male Baltimore Oriole, and 3 
species of warblers, the best of which was Blue-winged. ~ Susan Hood 

 
 

Field Trip Reports 
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Ladew Gardens Birds and Blooms Walk 
September 15 

We had a beautiful, sunny morning at Ladew Gardens with 15 participants -both youth birders and adults. We ex-
plored the flora and fauna of the gardens and found 25 species of birds including some fall migrants such as Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, Northern Parula, American Redstart, Scarlet Tanager, Indigo Bunting, and more. We ended 
the trip in the native butterfly house and tagged and released a Monarch Butterfly on its way to Mexico! Thanks to 
Ladew for hosting us once again. ~ Rachel Hebert 

 

 

Photos by Debbie Stewart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susquehanna State Park 
September 21 

With cooler temps and overcast conditions, the congenial birding group enjoyed the weather, conversation, and 
birds at Susquehanna State Park, although bird activity was quite low. Perhaps the best highlight was a cooperative 
Red-breasted Nuthatch in the mill area that stayed perched close to us. On the flint furnace trail, we enjoyed a Yel-
low-billed Cuckoo. A young garter snake made a cameo appearance. Even though warblers were low in numbers, 
we got some nice looks at 5 different species. ~ Tim Houghton 
 

²ŀƎƎƻƴŜǊΩǎ DŀǇΣ t! 
October 8  

We started out on a warm, humid October morning where the fog was thick. It 
was thicker at Waggoner's Gap and several of us wondered whether it was 
worth the trip. Through the cloud we saw many late migrants such as Black-
throated Green and Cape May Warbler and Blue-headed Vireo. However, we 
did see about a dozen Sharp-shinned Hawks cutting through just over our 
heads. The fog cleared under partly cloudy skies around 1230 and activity picked 
up. Highlights included a Peregrine Falcon dueling an American Kestrel. North-
ern Harrier, Common Raven, a few Broad-winged Hawks and lots of sharpies 
were seen. Conversation with the counters was great and it was great day even 
through the clouds.  ~ Mark Johnson 
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October 27 (Sat.) τ Bird Banding at Eden Mill Nature Center τ Long time bird bander and accom-
plished birder and naturalist, Dr. Mark Johnson, and his able crew of volunteers will demonstrate 
banding and scientific data collection with actual in-hand birds. It is a great way to get close looks at 
birds that we usually see only at a distance or through dense leaves and branches. This is a fascinating 
wildlife experience for children and adults alike. Meet at the Vangrin Bird Banding Station at the Eden 
Mill Nature Center between the hours of 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Contact Dr. Johnson at 
(marksjohnson2@gmail.com; 410-692-5978).  

November 4 (Sun.) τ Bombay Hook τ This beautiful reserve in Delaware with its diverse coastal wetland habitats 
offers great promise for a variety of shorebirds, waterfowl, wading species, and raptors and song-
birds. Meet leader. Dave Larkin (larkin3001@comcast.net; 410-569-8319) at the commuter park-
ing lot near Havre de Grace on Rts.155/I-95 at 7:30 AM. 

 

November 10 (Sat.) τ Eastern Neck Wildlife Refuge τ Join the experienced trio of Tom Congersky 
(jnjtcon@zoominternet.net; 410-910-6182), Eric Vangrin and Tom Gibson (410-734-4135; gib-
sonlld@aol.com) as they explore this little known Eastern Shore gem. Just the scenic ride down and the 
beautiful, classic Eastern Shore diverse habitat of the Refuge make this trip worthwhile. Add the likely 
ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊŦƻǿƭΣ ǎƘƻǊŜ ōƛǊŘǎΣ ǊŀǇǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎŜǊƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƳǳǎǘ Řƻέ ǘǊƛǇΦ aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘπ
ers at the Park and Ride in Havre de Grace at I-95 and Route 155 at 7:30 AM. 

November 17 (Sat.) τ Harford Waterfowl Wild Card Tour τ Marvel at the rafts of scaup and search for the hard 
to find waterfowl species. Not only will experienced birdwatchers interested in finding rarities 
enjoy this morning trip, but so will beginners interested in learning the basics of waterfowl 
identification. Scopes will be helpful but not necessary and will be happily shared. The leader is 
Josh Emm (410-937-6790; apistopanchax@gmail.com. Locations will be determined at the 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƴ Ƙƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎΦ 

November 24 (Sat.) τ Conowingo Gull/Eagle Watch τ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ŀǘ CƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ 
Park just below Conowingo Dam on the Harford County side of the Susquehanna River. Meet at 
8:00 AM to begin the search for Bald Eagles, Black and Turkey Vultures, various gulls, waterfowl 
and herons. Contact the leader, Dr. Dennis Kirkwood at (newarkfarms@gmail.com; 410-692-5905) 
for more information. 

December 29 (Sat.) τ Christmas Bird Count τ Coordinator TBD. 

January 1 (Tues.) τ Perryman Area τ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ōȅ ōƛǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Perryman Area with veteran Leader Phil Powers (birdsinmd308@gmail.com; 410-569-8319). Meet 
at 8:30 AM at the Aberdeen Wal-Mart parking lot in the corner farthest from Rt. 40.  

 

 

 

January 12 (Sat.) τ Feeder Outing τ Join our annual Feeder Outing in the comfort of the 
home of HBC members Steve and Tika Dannenfelser. Enjoy watching the avian visitors to 
their feeders while also enjoying the opportunity to meet members and join in lively conver-
sation. As the birds enjoy their breakfast you will also be able to sample some breakfast 
goodies. Final details will be announced closer to the date via email, social media and the 
HBC website. 

Harford Bird Club Field Trips 
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson  

mailto:marksjohnson2@gmail.com
mailto:larkin3001@comcast.net
mailto:jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
mailto:gibsonlld@aol.com
mailto:gibsonlld@aol.com
mailto:apistopanchax@gmail.com
mailto:newarkfarms@gmail.com
mailto:birdsinmd308@gmail.com
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Eden Mill Annual Shrimp and Bull Roast  
Eden Mill is hosting their annual Shrimp and Bull Roast fundraiser on Sunday, January 27 from 
1 PM to 5 PM at Jarrettsville Gardens. This is always a smashing good time! Great food, hang-
ing out with bird friends, supporting Eden Mill, bidding on rad prizes, music and more!! See the 
flyer at the back of this newsletter for more information! 

Members of the Harford Bird Club that wish to support Eden Mill may purchase their tickets 
through me. I'll submit the payment to Eden Mill in one lump sum and this will guarantee we 

all sit together at the event. I'll even share the bucket raffle tickets I earn for filling tables with you!! You may send 
your checks to me at: Amanda Subolefsky 1615 Deerfield Road Darlington, MD 21034. Please email me 
(AmandaSubolefsky@gmail.com) and let me know you plan to attend so I can reserve tables. This event sells out, 
so checks should be in my possession by January 1. ~ Amanda 

MOS Scholarships to Hog Island 

The Maryland Ornithological Society provides several scholarships to the Hog Island Audubon Camp 
in Maine for June and July, 2019. A flyer with details about the scholarships is on page 13. The work-
shops at Hog Island Audubon are fabulous and extremely worthwhile. 

The Scholarship recipients must work with young people. Teachers, camp counselors, park rangers, 
naturalists, and others who intend to make nature education a part of their careers are eligible. Ap-

plicants need not be members of MOS, but must be endorsed by a chapter or a member of MOS. 

The deadline for all of the applications, resumes etc. is November 15, 2018. 

For more information or to apply, please contact Debbie Stewart at debstewart1307@gmail.com. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form 

Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace, 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, October 26th, 2018 if you plan on attending. 

__________ Number of adults (at $14 .00 each) 

__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $6.00 each)  

Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag! 

Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting. 

TEL: _________________________  Address: ______________________________ 

 ______________________________ 

 ______________________________  

mailto:AmandaSubolefsky@gmail.com
mailto:debstewart1307@gmail.com
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 HARFORD BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 
If you would like to join or renew your Harford Bird Club and MOS membership, please print this 
page and mail the completed form along with a check to: 

Eric Vangrin  
1100 Barkley Place  
Bel Air, MD. 21014  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Membership Year - September 1, 2018 - August 31, 2019 
(  ) Individual $33.00    (  ) Sustaining $63.00 
(  ) Life (see below)    (  ) Household $39.00 
(  ) Junior $10.00 

OR 
Memberships for those who are either members of another MOS Chapter or are  
MOS Life Members. 
(  ) Individual $13.00    (  ) Household $19.00 
Please indicate your MOS membership status: 
(  ) MOS Life Member (After 9/1/90) 
(  ) Member of ______________ MOS Chapter 
 
________________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to Harford County MOS) 
(  ) New Harford Bird Club Membership*   (  ) Renewal 
Please give names below as they should appear on the membership list.  
Married couples should give both names. 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Street & # _____________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Zip Code __________________   Telephone _________________________________________ 
Email Address __________________________________________________________________________ 
(  ) Check here if this is a new address, phone number or email 
(  ) Check here if you object to having your name, address, and phone number listed in the state directory. 
(  ) Check here if you would like to receive your Harford Chapter newsletter by email. 
*If a new member, how did you find out about the Harford County Bird Club? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
An "Individual" membership is anyone 18 or older. 
A "Junior" membership is someone younger than 18 whose parents are not members (i.e., not part of a household 
membership) 
A "Household" membership is all persons residing at the same address. (A student who is away at school and wants 
publications mailed to the school address must be in the Individual class.) 
Life Membership dues are: State $1000.00 and Chapter $300.00. 
New life memberships have the option of paying $11.00* per year chapter dues in lieu of the $300.00 lump sum. 
Life memberships effective prior to September 1, 1990, are exempt from any further chapter dues payment. 
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