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President’s Perch
“What is your goal for the club?” Dave Webb asked me a year ago at the start of
this administration. I replied, “to have fun.” I’m sure that was an unexpected
answer when there are so many important issues to consider. I learned this
concept of “having fun” as a Girl Scout leader. Girl Scout Founder, Juliette Low,
mandated Girl Scouts have fun in addition to the service and projects they perform.
Of course, the club has many functions like citizen science, field trips, meetings,
and education. The fun part is what keeps us coming back. Learning about birds
and nature is fun! It’s fun to get to know members. It’s fun to see an idea become
reality. It’s fun to be with all of you sharing our bird watching passion.
This summer has been filled with HBC social events that included opportunities to
learn about conservation, relate to birders in Central Park, and to bird watch. We
had the annual wine and cheese social at Anita Leight Estuary Center with over 50
people attending including new members. Our first ever “Movie in the Garden”
occurred from an idea of a new member, Steve Dannenfelser working with Tom
Gibson. Hummingbird Happy Hour was planned once more thanks to member,
Diane Jones. And coming up, the HBC summer picnic and bird walk will take place
September 1 at Eden Mill coordinated by Tom Congersky and Eric Vangrin..
I am so excited to report on some of the good things happening thanks to our
members and why HBC is FUN! ~ Deb Stewart
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Members on the water: July 7–Havre de Grace Paddle Outing led by Colleen
Webster






Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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Plan Ahead!
September
1—
September
Picnic
followed
by
bird
watching: 1 pm, Eden
Mill Nature Center
September
8—MOS
Directors meeting, Talbot
County
N o ve mb e r
2 — HBC
Dinner and meeting:
Speaker
to
be
announced.
May 31- June 2, 2019—
MOS Annual Conference,
Washington
College,
Chestertown, MD.

Bird Droppings
Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Madeline Lovera at 443-425-3974 or send an email to
lovebluebird206@gmail.com.
Congratulations to club members Amanda
Koss and Joe Subolefsky who married on August 11. The couple is honeymooning in Iceland.

Harford Bird Club Annual Fall Picnic

Help us welcome autumn and a new birding year at the
annual Harford County Bird Club picnic. The picnic will
be held (rain or shine) at the Eden Mill Nature Center on
September 1, 2018 at 1 pm. We ask you to bring your
favorite side dish, dessert, or any other food you
would like to share. The club will provide plates, water,
and utensils. We also ask that you bring your favorite
beverage. A short bird walk will follow the meal. There
is no charge for this event.
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the fol- The Eden Mill Nature Center address is 1617 Eden Mill
lowing new members. Thank you for joining... we look Road, Pylesville, MD 21132
forward to seeing you out there on our birding trips and Please inform Tom Congersky, Eric Vangrin, or Johanne
at our meetings!
Henrickson that you are attending. We need to have
FRENCH & MAUREEN CORNETT of JOPPA
the number participating by Aug. 27th. Their contact
information is listed below.
DOUG & LINDA GRINATH of STREET

Harford Bird Club Executive Board
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Field Trip Chairperson
Bird Count Coordinator
Dinner Reservations
Public Relations
Education Chairperson
Conservation Chair
Youth Coordinator
State Board Members
Webmaster
Wrenderings Editor

Deborah Stewart
Amanda Koss
Jane Scocca
Madeline Lovera
Eric Vangrin
Bob Werrlein
Tom Gibson
Vacant
Johanne Henrickson
Vacant
Mary Murray
Deborah Bowers
Rachel Hebert
Tom Congersky
Dennis Kirkwood
Vacant
Les Eastman

410-879-2364
443-528-4306
410-272-8870
443-425-3974
443-417-7219
410-692-5180
410-734-4135

debstewart1307@gmail.com
amandakoss01@hotmail.com
jane@scocca.org
lovebluebird206@gmail.com
evangrin@msn.com
we2.rein@gmail.com
gibsonlld@aol.com

410-836-8889

johen24@gmail.com

410-812-6621
410-692-2708
443-299-8384
410-658-4137
410-692-5905

murraymary@gmail.com
bowerspub@hotmail.com
hebert.rachel2@gmail.com
jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
newarkfarms@gmail.com

410-688-1214

les@birdtreks.com
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The Harford Bird Club Feels Like A Community
When ...

It's Time to Pay Your Dues
Dues are now due for the club year from
September 1, 2018, to August 31, 2019. The
membership form is included on page 8 or
you can print it from the web site at
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20CO
UNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf. Please fill out the form,
enclose your check made payable to HARFORD MOS and
mail it to our Treasurer, Eric Vangrin.

Taking time prior to our July meeting to celebrate the
life of club member, Marjie Heagy, was an extraordinary
opportunity that allowed many of us to remember,
honor, and grieve the loss of our friend. Marty spoke
most eloquently and from the heart of close friendship
and a sisterhood of shared experiences. Susan and others shared memories also filled with love and care. Colleen recited Mary Oliver's poem, "When Death Comes”
which evoked a strong message of living life with adventure
and
curiosity
(poem
found
at
https://bit.ly/2kNHTR8). We twice viewed photos of
Marjie and friends on their travels remembering our
happy, vital friend.
The wine and cheese social followed. Several new members showed up ready to get to know about the Harford
Bird Club and what we do. Our speaker commented on
the “liveliness” of the club. The social was an anecdote
to our grief. The meeting moved forward. We wished
Amanda and Joe the very best on their upcoming
marriage.
Over the years, HBC has been a reflection of community, connection, and friendship. This evening was no
different.

New this year—you can pay your dues online! Go to
https://mdbirds.org/join/chapters/harford-bird-club/
where you can log in, create a password and select
membership level and a number of options, and then
pay via PayPal.
We would like to have all dues paid by November 1. You
may pick up your membership card at the November
meeting or they will be mailed to you. Thank You.

HBC in the Aegis
Erica Butler, Aegis reporter, was contacted requesting
assistance with getting our field trips listed in print
again. Erica was also informed of some HBC activities
and that this is The Year of The Bird. As a result, we
were featured in a short article found at
https://bit.ly/2LZRVfs.

Amanda and Joe Say THANKS
Dear Members of the Harford Bird Club,
Thank you so very much for the kind card and generous
wedding gift. Joe and I are honored to be part of such a
great organization.. We look forward to club meetings
and get-togethers.
Here’s hoping we spot some life birds on our honeymoon.
Love Amanda and Joe

Mary Trotta and Deb Stewart need help with advertising
field trips which leads to a member request: It is time to
re-form a Public Relations Committee to send out news
about our club to local publications. We have some FUN
ideas and would love to hear from you. Email Deb at
debstewart1307@gmail.com.

HOSPITALITY, It Takes a Village
Thank you to the many people who responded to the
request for help at our July Summer Social—the
“village” arrived early to help set up and stayed late to
load Deb Stewart’s car. This leads to a second member
request: HBC needs a Hospitality Committee to help
with menu planning, shopping,
and set up for the May, July, and
January meetings. (This could be
FUN working together! Really!—
deb) Email Deb Stewart at debstewart1307@gmail.com.

Observing Nature Through Birds
“There’s nothing that’s more beautiful and fulfilling, and
potentially explosively life changing, than simply observing
nature.”
—CORNELL
VIDEO,
View
at
https://bit.ly/2LEVg3r.
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Harford Bird Club is Showcased at the Library

MOS NEWS

The Bel Air Branch of the Harford County Public Library,
2nd floor showcase is now filled with images and items
related to HBC activities and birding information. Mary
Murray, Education Chair, contacted the library, designed, and set up the display that will be in place until
September 7. Please visit. You will be proud of our club!
We look good!

MOS is very pleased to announce the much anticipated,
newly designed MOS website is up and running. Please
visit https://mdbirds.org/ to view the new features:
 A link to each chapter including Harford Bird Club.
 Pay for your HBC membership on line.
 Ability to register and pay for MOS conference on
line (coming up soon)
 Yellowthroat publications on line
 Youth MOS
 New birder information
 Events calendar
 And more!

Bald Eagle Nest Monitoring Program
Interested in monitoring bald eagles
here in Harford County?
Chris Eberly, Director MD Bird Conservation Partnership spoke at July meeting about the Bald Eagle Nest Monitoring Program with a member request for
monitoring nests in Harford County. Please contact
Chris at director@marylandbirds.org for more information.

The Harford Bird Club has a group on Facebook. Check
it out at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116785841751195/
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Maybe it’s the slow summer season, or all the rain, or something else… but I only received
two responses for inputs this time. I was able to add more info from non-traditional sources,
but without member contributions, this feature cannot continue. This report covers the period from June 1st through July 31st, 2018.
Ducks, Game Birds, Shorebirds, Gulls, Terns
DL saw the continuing pair of Lesser Scaup at a pond on
12 Stones Road on June 1st. MJ saw a
male at Lapidum on July 9th. It was also
seen there on the 12th. JR saw a late
(or maybe early?) drake Bufflehead on
APG-South on June 8th. MM heard and
recorded a calling Northern Bobwhite at
Gunpowder Falls State Park On July 11th.
The bird was calling over a 35 minute period. SH noted 8 Great Blue Herons and
4 Great Egrets flying over her Fallston
home in a V formation on July 27th. That
must have been an odd sight to see.
SM found a Willet on Battery Island on
July 12th, along with a Semipalmated
Sandpiper, a Caspian Tern, and 2
Forster’s Terns. He also had a Semipalmated Sandpiper there on June
4th. DL saw a molting Laughing Gull
there on July 8th. AJ also saw one on the island on July
13th.
Cuckoos, Goatsuckers, Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Ravens
DB had a Black-billed Cuckoo calling in
the woods near her Street home
throughout the period. BM, AJ, and JE
heard at least 2 Eastern
Whip-poor-wills calling at
the same time on APG on July 29th. SH
had a family of 2 adult and 2 juvenile
Pileated Woodpeckers in and around her Fallston yard
this summer. DB also had a pair near her home in
Street. JaR reported seeing and hearing an Olive-sided
Flycatcher in Monkton on July 29th. JE saw and heard a
Common Raven at Rocks State Park on June 13th.
Contributors
AJ- Austin Jennings, BM- Barry Marsh, DB- Deborah
Bowers, DL- Dave Littlepage, JaR- Jayne Rhynard, JEJosh Emm, JR- John Rinker, MJ- Mark Johnson, MMMiles Marshall, SH- Susan Hood, SM- Sean Mccandless.

Field Trip Reports
Bombay Hook
July 15
Six Harford Bird Club members made the trip to Bombay
Hook on a cloudy rather cool day for July. On the way to
Bombay we stopped at Woodland Beach where very
good views of Marsh Wren were had by all. The nontidal ponds at Bombay had little water in them with only
small numbers of shorebirds.
There was some advantage to
this; shorebirds could easily be
picked out and identified. As
there were a number of
‘shorebird novices’ on the trip
we were able to spend time learning how to identify
shorebirds. The best sighting for the trip, agreed by all,
was a female Northern Bobwhite with chicks. Overall 47
species were seen on the trip. ~ David Larkin

Movie Night
August 4
The first ever HBC Movie Night
In The Gardens was a great
success. More than twenty attendees enjoyed picnic food
and refreshments, friendly conversation, relaxing on hammocks, and strolling through
the lovely grounds and beautiful gardens of the very welcoming Dannenfelser home. Gathered around a large outdoor screen and quality projection and audio equipment, viewers were treated to two
brief but informative and poignant short videos followed by the equally informative and poignant featured
video, “Birders: The Central Park Effect.” Beautiful photography, lively interviews, and lots of colorful shots of
birds made for a very entertaining viewing. Parting comments such as “fantastic night,” "wonderful evening,”
“Terrific idea,” “really nice,” “enjoyable” confirmed the
success of the event. ~ Tom Gibson
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

August 25 (Sat.) – Harford Glen – Go for a leisurely walk
on woodland trails through rolling hills. We will begin
this tour with sightings from the parking lot and then
proceed to survey the triple riparian
habitats of Atkisson Reservoir, Winter’s Run
and the Plumtree Run tributary. The woods,
some open meadow and water entice a
wide variety of birds. Our leaders will be
Phil Powers (birdsinmd308@gmail.com or 410-6794116), Dave Larkin, and Al Conrad. Meet at 8:00 AM.
September 1 (Sat.) – Annual Club Picnic and Bird Walk
– Enjoy classic picnic foods with
your fellow club members at the
pavilion of the Eden Mill Nature
Center overlooking the beautiful
Deer Creek Valley and waterfalls at the mill. Join us at
1:00 PM and bring a dish to share and drinks for
yourself. Paper and plasticware, condiments and some
basic picnic foods will be provided. Contact Tom
Congersky for details (jnjtcon@zoominternet.net; 410658-4137).
September 3 (Mon.) – Ma and Pa Trail – Explore the
southernmost segment of this popular walking trail,
walking from Annie’s Playground towards Tollgate Road
and back. Diverse habitat along the way promises a
variety of birds. Meet at Annie’s
Playground on Smith Lane off
Connolly Road in Fallston at 7:00 AM.
The
leader
is
Susan
Hood
(susanjhood@comcast.net or 410937-7552).
September 8 (Sat.) — Garrett Island
Paddle Outing — Bring your kayak, canoe, stand-up, etc. to the Jean Roberts
Park in Havre de Grace. From there we
will launch and depart for Garrett Island just off shore in
the middle of the Susquehanna River. We will circle the
island looking for Osprey, Great Blue Heron, Bald Eagle
and what other creatures we may encounter. If we are
granted a permit, we will do some walking on the island
which will require sturdy shoes. Meet leaders Colleen
Webster (cwebster@harford.edu; 410-459- 4577) and
Susan Procell (procellmd@gmail.com); 443-417-4919) at
8:30 AM. No rentals available.

September 15 (Sat.) — Ladew Gardens Birds
and Blooms Walk — Join Rachel Hebert and
explore the beautiful grounds of Ladew in
search of the resident birdlife as well as the
other inhabitants of the Gardens. Meet at the
Ladew parking lot promptly at 8:00 AM. Gates will close
behind us. Advanced reservations required. Contact
Rachel at harfordbirdclubedu@gmail.com.
September 19 (Wed.) — Eden Mill Nature Center —
7:30AM — Leader Dennis Kirkwood will take you for a
two mile walk along the Falling Branch Trail from the
Eden Mill Nature Center parking lot off Eden Mill Road.
Contact Dennis at (newarkfarms@gmail.com; 410-6925905).
September 21 (Fri.) — Susquehanna State Park — Join
us for a walk through this usually productive state park as we look for lingering migrants and resident species.
Meet at 8:00 AM at the Rock Run Mill
parking lot in the center of Susquehanna State Park. The experienced leader is Tim Houghton. Contact Tim at (timhouton@comcast.net; 410-5107504).
September 23 (Sun.) — Cromwell Valley Park — Take a
walk through the rich habitat of one of Baltimore
County’s premier birding spots for migrant songbirds,
waterfowl and raptors. This trip frequently
yields a variety of sightings from Goldencrowned Kinglets to kestrels and Merlin. The
leader
is
Dave
Larkin
(larkin3001@comcast.net; 410-569-8319). Meet at the
Park and Ride at Rt.152 just north of Rt.147 near Fallston at 7:30 AM.
September 29 (Sat.) — Rocks State Park — Spend the
morning on the trails of this Deer Creek woodland to
enjoy the late fall avian spectacle. Some hiking on hilly
trails is involved. After the main walk we will visit one or
more of the picnic areas ($3.00 fee,
$5.00 out of state). Gather at the Ranger
Station Parking lot on Rocks Chrome Hill
Road at 7:30 AM. The leader is Mark
Magnani (mwmagnani@gmail.com;410838-1778).
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October 3 (Wed.) — Havre de Grace Promenade Bird
Walk — This event is jointly sponsored by the Environmental Center at the Havre de Grace Maritime Museum
and the Harford Bird Club. Meet at the museum at 5:30
PM where you will be welcomed by Sarah Shpak, Environmental Center staff member
(envirocenterathdgmm@gmail.com)
and Colleen Webster, HBC member
(cwebster@harford.edu ;
4104594577). Beginners and young birders welcome. A limited number of loaner binoculars will
be available. Enjoy a stroll along the boardwalk with vistas of the mouth of the Susquehanna River and the
headwaters of the Chesapeake Bay.
October 6 (Sat.) — Swan Harbor Farm Park — This preserved area near the Upper Bay provides prime habitat
for waterfowl, songbirds, and marsh and field birds. The
trip begins at 7:30 AM at the parking
lot at the end of the driveway. The
leaders
are
Dave
Webb
(porzana@comcast.net or 410-9393537) and John Rinker.
October 8 (Mon. Columbus Day) — Waggoner’s Gap,
PA. — Join us as we visit a premier hawk-watching spot
near Carlisle, PA. Possible sightings include Ravens,
Golden Eagles, and Ospreys along with Sharp-shinned,
Cooper’s and Red-tailed Hawks during
their fall migration. Bring a blanket or
soft cushion as we will be sitting on a
rocky outcrop. Also bring drinks and a
lunch. The leader is Dr. Mark Johnson
(marksjohnson2@gmail.com; 410-692-5978). Meet at
8:00 AM at the strip mall at Upper Cross Roads in Fallston (Intersection of RTS. 152 and 165).
October 13 (Sat.) — Harford Glen — We will
begin this tour with sightings from the parking
lot, then proceed to survey the triple riparian
habitats of Atkinsson Reservoir, the faster flowing Winters Run, and the Plumtree Run tributary. The woodland trails and the open meadows offer great opportunities for good birding. Meet at
the Glen (West end of Wheel Road) at 7:30 AM. Our
leader will be Dave Larkin (larkin3001@comcast.net;
410-569-8319).

October 27 (Sat.) — Bird Banding at Eden Mill Nature
Center — Long time bird bander and accomplished birder and naturalist, Dr. Mark
Johnson, and his able crew of volunteers
will demonstrate banding and scientific
data collection with actual in-hand birds. It
is a great way to get close looks at birds that we usually
see only at a distance or through dense leaves and
branches. This is a fascinating wildlife experience for
children and adults alike. Meet at the Vangrin Bird
Banding Station at the Eden Mill Nature Center between
the hours of 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Contact Dr. Johnson at (marksjohnson2@gmail.com; 410-692-5978).
November 4 (Sun.) — Bombay Hook — This beautiful
reserve in Delaware with its diverse
coastal wetland habitats offers great
promise for a variety of shorebirds,
waterfowl, wading species, and raptors and songbirds. Meet leader.
Dave Larkin (larkin3001@comcast.net; 410-569-8319) at
the commuter parking lot near Havre de Grace on
Rts.155/I-95 at 7:30 AM.
November 10 (Sat.) — Eastern Neck Wildlife Refuge
—
Join the experienced trio of Tom Congersky
(jnjtcon@zoominternet.net; 410-910-6182),
Eric Vangrin and Tom Gibson (410-734-4135;
gibsonlld@aol.com) as they explore this little
known Eastern Shore gem. Just the scenic
ride down and the beautiful, classic Eastern
Shore diverse habitat of the Refuge make
this trip worthwhile. Add the likely variety of waterfowl,
shore birds, raptors and passerines and you have a
“must do” trip. Meet the leaders at the Park and Ride in
Havre de Grace at I-95 and Route 155 at 7:30 AM.
November 17 (Sat.) — Harford Waterfowl Wild Card
Tour — Marvel at the rafts of scaup and search for the
hard to find waterfowl species. Not
only will experienced birdwatchers
interested in finding rarities enjoy
this morning trip, but so will beginners interested in learning the basics of waterfowl identification. Scopes will be helpful but not necessary and
will be happily shared. The leader is Josh Emm (410937-6790; apistopanchax@gmail.com. Locations will be
determined at the leaders’ discretion based on recent
sightings and known hot spots.
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HARFORD BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM
If you would like to join or renew your Harford Bird Club and MOS membership, please print this
page and mail the completed form along with a check to:
Eric Vangrin
1100 Barkley Place
Bel Air, MD. 21014
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Membership Year - September 1, 2018 - August 31, 2019
( ) Individual $33.00
( ) Sustaining $63.00
( ) Life (see below)
( ) Household $39.00
( ) Junior $10.00
OR
Memberships for those who are either members of another MOS Chapter or are
MOS Life Members.
( ) Individual $13.00
( ) Household $19.00
Please indicate your MOS membership status:
( ) MOS Life Member (After 9/1/90)
( ) Member of ______________ MOS Chapter
________________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to Harford County MOS)
( ) New Harford Bird Club Membership*
( ) Renewal
Please give names below as they should appear on the membership list.
Married couples should give both names.
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street & # _____________________________________________________________________________
City, State _____________________________________________________________________________
Zip Code __________________
Telephone _________________________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________________________________
( ) Check here if this is a new address, phone number or email
( ) Check here if you object to having your name, address, and phone number listed in the state directory.
( ) Check here if you would like to receive your Harford Chapter newsletter by email.
*If a new member, how did you find out about the Harford County Bird Club?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
An "Individual" membership is anyone 18 or older.
A "Junior" membership is someone younger than 18 whose parents are not members (i.e., not part of a household
membership)
A "Household" membership is all persons residing at the same address. (A student who is away at school and wants
publications mailed to the school address must be in the Individual class.)
Life Membership dues are: State $1000.00 and Chapter $300.00.
New life memberships have the option of paying $11.00* per year chapter dues in lieu of the $300.00 lump sum.
Life memberships effective prior to September 1, 1990, are exempt from any further chapter dues payment.
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