
 

  

President’s Perch 
"IF IT LOOKS LIKE A DUCK" 

"Waddles like a duck, and quacks like a duck, then it is a duck." This is a reasonable 
assumption, and admittedly a silly statement of the obvious. It could serve as a 
primary introduction for grandchildren to their first generic duck, or (as it is here) 
to "Prime the Pump" for a more in-depth discussion of species and speciation. 

Suppose for the moment that a non-birding friend has asked you: "Do ducks (& 
other birds) recognize their own species by learning or by instinct? How would you 
answer? Obviously, birds don't know what species they are. So we can assume that 
their capacity for intraspecific recognition is inherently linked to their behavioral 
development, and to the environment in which it develops. Accordingly, the 
ontogeny of species recognition cannot easily be attributed to (or separated from) 
either inheritance or learning. Learning, by definition, suggests adaptive changes in 
an individual's behavior that results from experience. Inherent behavior, by 
contrast, occurs spontaneously at the appropriate time in an individual's life 
irrespective of prior experience. Among ducklings, for example, there is a critical 
period shortly after birth in which the first moving object seen (typically the female 
parent) elicits a "following response." That response affects imprinting, and the 
formation of a stable, long-lived perceptual preference which is important for 
species recognition, and is highly rewarded by natural selection. Testing with 
surrogates and models shows that naive young do have an inherent preference for 
the correct stimuli. Also, complementary experiences e.g., motor coordination 
(waddling), visual input, auditory discrimination (Quacking) and environmental 
context are needed to structure the acquired behavior. Fortunately, nesting 
experiences are usually similar among all members of the same species. It follows, 
therefore, that our knowledge of the evolution and origin of a species would 
benefit from the study of hybrid animals that develop behavioral patterns and 
phenotypic features intermediate to those of the parent population. 

Systematics, and management of bird species are currently being vetted at the 
alter of genomic research. For example: Golden-winged Warblers (Vermivora 
chrysoptera), one of the fastest declining songbirds in North America, are 
candidates for federal endangered species listing. On a typological basis, the 
Golden-winged, and Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora pinus) appear to be distinct 
species. They (1) look different, (2) sing different songs, and (3) live in different 
places. Where their ranges overlap, they produce two different hybrids (Brewster's, 
and Lawrence's Warblers). Hybridization was being regarded as a threat to the 
Golden-winged Warbler's endangered species listing. However, by genome 
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Club News? 
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths, 
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in 
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary 
Madeline Lovera at 443-425-3974 or send an email to 
lovebluebird206@gmail.com. 

November Dinner Meeting 
Our next club meeting will be on Friday, November 4 
beginning at 6:15 p.m. with a delicious turkey dinner 
prepared by the members of the 
Churchville Presbyterian Church. It is 
a casual, pre-Thanksgiving evening to 
be enjoyed by all our members. Feel 
free to invite friends and family mem-
bers to savor the bounty of the harvest season, and to 
enjoy our scheduled program as we wind down our 
2016 birding year. There will be a brief business meeting 
at 7:15 along with our traditional raffle. Then, at 8:00 

p.m. Mark Johnson 
will take us on an 
expedition to a 
bird-lover’s para-
dise, exploring the 
evolutionary diver-
sity that thrives in 
the mountains, 
tropical forest, 
swamps, and Car-

ibbean coastal areas of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Reservations are necessary. For more information, con-
tact Johanne Henrickson at johen24@gmail.com 

The reservation form is on Page 7. 

 

July Meeting Trivia Question 
What common Harford County bird has never been seen outside the 48 states?  
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Bird Droppings 

mapping and DNA sequence studies, Taylor and Toews 
at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology have shown that the 
parent species are 99.97% alike genetically. Accordingly, 
Tom Wills (USFWS) has declared that since the species 
are so closely related, protecting the Golden-winged 
Warbler would seem to be largely an aesthetic 
preference, and not justifiable from an evolutionary 
point of view. 

In separate genetic studies, Toews has determined that 
the Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata) may 
actually be three different species. Since Its hybrids are 
relatively unsuccessful in nature, the Yellow-rump may 
be returned to its pre-1973 taxonomic status as Myrtle 
and Audubon's Warblers. 

If like me, you are amused and confused by all this 
clumping and splitting of systemic status, take heart in 
the fact that the birds are not. 

Happy Trails, 
Bob Werrlein 
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Membership Dues Are Due 
Annual membership dues are now overdue for the Har-
ford Bird Club year from September 1, 2016 through 
August 31, 2017. If you have not yet renewed, the mem-
bership form was included in the August issue of Wren-
derings or you can print it off the web site at 
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20CO
UNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf. Please contact Eric Vangrin 
at evangrin@msn.com or 443-417-7219 if you have any 
questions about your renewal. Please fill out the form, 
enclose your check made payable to HARFORD COUNTY 
MOS and mail it to Eric. We would like to have all dues 
paid by December 31, 2015. 

 

Webmaster Job Announcement 
Dick Harple (after many years of dependable and much 
appreciated service) now lives in Pennsylvania, and has 
decided to retire from his post as our HBC webmaster. 
Accordingly, we must now search for a skilled and capa-
ble replacement to maintain, monitor and refresh our 
existing website. There is some urgency to this search 
for a suitable candidate because Dick is 80 years young, 
and would like to relinquish his position as soon as pos-
sible in order to garner some well-deserved down time. 
Ideally, we are looking for a candidate who has a work-
ing knowledge of various programming languages such 
as HTML (Hypertext Mark-up Language), Javascript, 
PHP, Apache, CSS or others, as would be necessary to 
assure that the existing website stays on-line, functions 
without flaws, and provides our members with a rich, 
user-friendly experience. Knowing design software such 
as Adobe, Photoshop, Macromedia Flash, or AJAX would 
also be helpful for use in website design, graphics, and 
content management. The webmaster should expect to 
work on his/her own, and to interact as part of a team 
in a small web environment. To this end, good interper-
sonal relationships and communication skills are essen-
tial. While the specifics of this job description are not 
yet fully developed, the immediate intent is to find a 
qualified and interested person with creative and artis-
tic skills who would enjoy helping us to build and main-
tain an attractive and appealing website. If you are that 
person, or know who that person should be, please con-
tact Les Eastman (<les@birdtreks.com>), and/or Bob 
Werrlein (we2.rein@gmail.com) for additional details. 
Together, we will develop the foundation for a seamless 
webmaster transition. 

 

 

The Bluebird Brigade had a successful year at Harford 
Glen. The number of Eastern Bluebirds fledged came in 
first with 26, although we lost one nest to a snake (even 
with a baffle). Tree Swallows came in second with 20 
fledged, followed by House Wrens (7), Carolina Wrens  
(5), and Carolina Chickadees (4). Awesome Brigade help-
ers include Shawn, Arthur, Erin, Michael, and Kassie. I 
want to especially thank Shawn (pictured) who only 
missed one week because of a swim lesson. 

Harford Youth Birding 
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Bombay Hook 
July 17th 

Just two people turned out for the trip. As there were so 
few people the two birders who turned out decided not 
to go. The leader decided to do the trip on his own. As 
there was just the leader he changed the itinerary to 
include Port Mahon. The first stop was Woodland Beach 
where Marsh Wrens were plentiful, together with a 
large group of shorebirds. Amongst the shorebirds were 

also Forster’s and Caspian Terns. At Port 
Mahon there were Royal Terns, large num-
bers of Greater Black-backed Gulls, San-
derlings (still mainly in summer plumage), 
Ruddy Turnstones and many Osprey. From 
Port Mahon the next stop was Bombay 
Hook. Bombay Hook was 

a disappointment as shorebirds were 
there only in very small numbers, 
though 35 Black-necked Stilts were 
counted. Also Stilt Sandpiper and Pec-
toral Sandpiper were spotted. Overall, 
51 species were seen on the trip - a 
rather small count for this time of year. ~ Dave Larkin 

 

Shorebird Search  
August 13 

On a sultry and warm morning, 9 birders joined the 
leader Dennis Kirkwood for a search for migrant shore-
birds and other early migrants. A possible first for the 
club was a guest birder from South Africa who was 
working for two weeks at APG and found our trip sched-
ule on the web. This gave us the unusual thrill of show-
ing him lifers from among our most common species. 
He ended the morning with 15 life birds! Other partici-
pants were from Baltimore and Montgomery Counties. 
Unfortunately because of the heat, there was little 
shorebird habitat available as all open puddles had 
evaporated and grassed over. Other 
interesting sightings included Bald Ea-
gles, Ospreys, Great Egrets, 4 species 
of swallows, and a pair of Blue Gros-
beaks at Swan Harbor. Better luck with 
the shorebirds next year! ~ Dennis Kirk-
wood 
 

Ma & Pa Trail 
September 5 

A beautiful, cool morning greeted five of us who were 
treated to a young, pale-headed (Red-shouldered) hawk 
perched on a low fence, followed by 37 other species in 
many stages of molt. There were a cou-
ple of muted cuckoos (young Yellow-
billed), various vireos (many Warbling), 
and several warblers (a magnificent Mag-
nolia male near a female/youngsters, a 
pale Parula, and a young Yellowthroat 
showing a pale mask). Also enjoyed were hovering hum-
mingbirds, a bunch of buntings (Indigo male, velvety 
brown female and pale juveniles), a flash of Brown 
Thrashers, many calling Catbirds, swooping swallows 

(Tree and Barn), brigades of black-
birds (Red-winged and Common 
Grackles), a carnival of Cardinals 
(including begging babies), nasal 
nuthatches, Carolina cuties 

(Chickadees and Wrens), and the call of a kingfisher. 
Any other species weren't susceptible to my literary li-
cense! ~ Susan Hood 

 

Birds and Blooms Walk at Ladew Gardens 
September 25  

It was a beautiful morning for pollinators and a 
visit to the Butterfly House, where we were able 
to see a Monarch tag and release. The flora and 
fauna of the gardens were enjoyed by all. 

Twenty participants from Harford, Baltimore, 
and Carroll Counties enjoyed a crisp fall morning 
at Ladew Gardens. The morning was rather 
quiet, but we still managed to see and hear 
around 20 species of birds, including Blue Jay, 
American Crow, Carolina Wren, 

Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, East-
ern Bluebird, Eastern Phoebe, Northern 
Flicker, Red-shouldered Hawk, Gray Cat-
bird, Chipping Sparrow, American Gold-
finch, Downy Woodpecker, Pileated Wood-
pecker, Canada Goose, Broadwing Hawk, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, a tricky bird later identi-
fied as a young Scarlet Tanager, and a glimpse at a few 
other shy unidentified warblers. ~ Rachel Hebert 

Field Trip Reports 
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Oct. 22 (Sat.) - Windmill Hill Farm – Meet at Churchville 

Elementary at 7:30 AM for a first-ever visit by the Club to 

this private farm to look for late migrants in various 

habitats. Leaders are Diane Jones (410-404-9180; 

Diane.v.jones@ssa.gov) and Dave Webb (410-939-3537; 

porzana@comcast.net).  

Oct. 30 (Sun.) – Bombay Hook – Meet at 

the MD 155/I-95 Park and Ride at 7:00 AM 

for a fall visit to one of the East Coast’s 

best sites for shorebirds and waterfowl. 

Also, the refuge is beautiful at this time of 

year. Pack a lunch and drink. Contact the leader, Dave 

Larkin (410-569-8319; dlarkin@towson.edu), for additional 

information. 

Nov. 5 (Sat.) - Swan Harbor Farm Park – This preserved 

area near the Upper Bay provides prime habitat for 

waterfowl, song birds, and marsh and field birds. The 

trip begins at 7:30 AM at the parking lot at the end of 

the driveway. Contact leader, Matt Haffner (410-971-

3203; hafner.matt@gmail.com). The co-leader is Matt 

Addicks. 

Nov. 12 (Sat). – Harford Wild Card Waterfowl Tour – 

The leader, Dave Webb, will determine 

trip sites based on recent sightings. 

C o n t a c t  D a v e  ( 4 1 0 - 9 3 9 - 3 5 3 7 ; 

porzana@comcast.net) for specific details 

about start time and location as well as possible 

sightings. The co-leader will be John Rinker 

Nov. 19 (Sat.) – Turkey Trek at Eden Mill – The Wild 

Turkey is America’s iconic symbol of Thanksgiving and 

always a thrilling sighting for all birders. Given the 

elusive and shy nature of this 

bird, no guarantees can be 

made but we are confident that 

many other birds will be seen 

and can guarantee that any trek 

through the varied habitats of Eden Mill will reveal 

nature’s abundant beauty at its best. Join Susan Hood 

(410-937-7552; susanjhood@comcast.net) at 8:30 AM in 

the lower parking lot by the pavilion.  

Nov. 26 (Sat.) – Conowingo Eagle Watch – Meet at 8:00 

AM at Fisherman’s Park below the dam. Look for a 

possible Golden Eagle among the more 

than 100 Bald Eagles (along with a few 

buzzards). There will also be waterfowl 

and early winter songbirds. Contact 

leader Dennis Kirkwood (410-692-5905; 

Newarkfarms@gmail.com). 

Dec. 10 (Sat.) – Delaware Coast - Depending on recent 

sightings, several waterfowl and shorebird “hot spots” 

will be visited along the coast of the 

Delaware River and Bay. Meet at the Havre 

de Grace commuter parking lot near the I-95 

exit along Rt. 155 at 7:30 AM. Contact Russ 

Kovach for details. (443-386-4787; 

Russell.kovach@gmail.com). 

Dec. 31 (Sat.) - Christmas Count - Contact the compiler, 

Rick Cheicante (410-803-2712; rickcheicante@cs.com), 

for details. 

Jan.1 (Sun.) – Perryman Area – Celebrate the New 

Year/recover from New Year’s Eve with a walk through 

the always productive Perryman area with leader Phil 

Powers (410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net). Meet 

at the Aberdeen Wal-Mart parking lot off Rt. 40 at 8:30 

AM.  

Jan. 14 (Sat.) – Feeder Tour – Join our annual feeder 

tour to visit the private homes of a few of our members 

to survey avian visitors at their bird feeders and to get 

some new ideas for attracting a variety of birds to your 

yard. Light refreshments will be served. 

Join us for winter birding from a cozy and 

warm spot with good friends. Final 

details to follow via email and the club 

website. 

Jan. 21 (Sat.) – Conowingo Eagle Watch – Meet at 8:00 

AM at Fisherman’s Park below the dam. Bring your 

camera for a chance at many excellent shots of large 

numbers of eagles along with other shorebirds and 

waterfowl. The leader is Dave Webb (410-939-3537; 

porzana@comcast.net). 

Harford Bird Club Field Trips 
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson 
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Harford Birdlife 
by Monroe Harden 

Grebes, Pelicans, Herons, Ibis, Gallinule 
CW saw her first-of-season Pied-billed Grebe on the 
water near Havre de Grace on Sep 17th. JE and MH 

reported 3 American White Pelicans near Battery Island 

on Sep 26th. They got nice photos too. MH found an 
immature Little Blue Heron near his Forest Hill home on 
Aug 16th and 17th. JE saw a Tricolored Heron at Battery 
Island on Aug 10th. DE saw and photographed a juvenile 
White Ibis at Harford Glen on Sep 3rd. DH also saw and 
photographed an immature Common Gallinule at a 
private location in Harford County.  

Plovers, Sandpipers, Terns 
JE saw a Black-bellied Plover at Battery Island on Aug 
10th. He saw another one near Tydings Park in Havre de 
Grace on Aug 24th. DK and JE found a Sanderling at 
Battery Island on Aug 10th. JE saw a Western Sandpiper 
and 4 Baird’s Sandpipers near Tydings Park on Aug 23rd. 
MJ had a Stilt Sandpiper at Swan Harbor on Sep 19th. PV 
saw a Buff-breasted Sandpiper in a sod field near the 
Harford County Airport on Aug 30th and 31st. DK was 
surprised to find 3 Black Terns hawking insects over an 
inland farm pond near Shawsville on Aug 21st. This is why 
it’s a good idea to always have your binoculars nearby. MJ 
also saw 2 Black Terns at Conowingo Dam on Aug 22nd. 

Vireos, Ravens, Swallows, Nuthatches 
CR saw a Philadelphia Vireo at Emory Knoll Farms on Aug 
10th. DW saw 2 Common Ravens soaring high above 
Steppingstone Museum on Sep 22nd. He also saw 2 Cliff 
Swallow nestlings under the MD 623 bridge over Broad 
Creek on Aug 20th. RK had a Red-breasted Nuthatch at 
his home in Darlington on Sep 5th. JR saw one in 
Edgewood and SH had one in Forest Hill that same day. 
BW saw one at his feeder in Forest Hill from Sep 17th 
through Sep 30th. GR also had one at his Creswell feeder 
on Sep 26th. 

Contributors 
BW- Bob Werrlein, CR- Carey Rowsom, CW- Colleen 
Webster, DE- Danny Evans, DH- Debra Hennig, DK- Dennis 
Kirkwood, DW- Dave Webb, GR- Gary Rinehart, JE- Josh 
Emm, JR- John Rinker, MH- Matt Hafner, MJ- Mark 
Johnson, PV- Pat Valdata, RK- Russ Kovach, SH- Susan 
Hood  

AOU Shuffles the Deck with 57th Supplement 
by Dave Webb and Dave Ziolkowski, Jr. 

The American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) is the 
organization that publishes the "official" Check-list of 
the Birds of North America, the list of all species of birds 
recognized in Central and North America, including their 
common and scientific names, and geographic ranges. 
Species are arranged in the list according to their 
phylogenetic relationships such that birds that split off 
earlier in evolutionary time appear earlier in the list. The 
Check-list itself is published intermittently in book form 
but, in the decades between prints, the list is regularly 
updated via “Supplements” that are posted online and 
in the AOU's scientific journal. In the past these 
supplements had been released about every 2-6 years 
but ever since 2003 they've appeared annually, thanks 
to revolutionary advances in methods of taxonomic 
research. Note that the AOU does not do the research 
themselves -- instead, they review newly published 
scientific literature and incorporate the findings. Birders 
anxiously scour the annual supplements each July, with 
listers weighing over each split and lump in terms of 
opportunities gained and lost. But perhaps the bigger 
impact to all of us in the birding community is felt when 
we pick up a new field guide, mobile app, or local 
checklist, struggling to find birds that are no longer 
where they "should be". And why? Because, as the 
official standard, when the AOU re-positions families 
and species within their checklist, pretty much every 
credible bird publication on the continent follows suit. 

So what can we expect now on the heals of this past 
July's 57th AOU Supplement? The big news is only the 
most exhaustive reshuffling of the North American 
ornithological deck ever! For example, swifts and 
hummingbirds now appear before the loons (which at 
one time were the very first birds in our lists); and 
House Sparrow (formerly the last species in our lists) 
now falls a little past the mockingbirds but before the 
warblers, in the middle of the songbirds. These revisions 
may feel unsettling but we must also appreciate that 

( continued on page 7 ) 

We didn’t get many reports of normal migrants this season so far. The rarities more than 
made up for it, though. White Pelicans and White Ibis? Get out there and you might see 
something cool like one of those. This report covers the period from August 1st through Sep-
tember 30th, 2016. 
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Support Our Sponsors 
The following businesses generously donated prizes for 
the raffle at the last meeting. Please patronize them 
and thank them for their support of the club. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form 

Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace, 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, October 28th, 2016 if you plan on attending. 

__________ Number of adults (at $13.00 each) 

__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each)  

Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag! 

Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting. 

TEL: _________________________  Address: ______________________________ 

   ______________________________ 

   ______________________________  

( continued from page 6 ) 

they're a reflection of significant advances in our 
understanding of the relationships of birds. There were 
other changes of less far-reaching magnitude as well but 
these are too numerous to list here. Instead, we 
recommend that you hop online and check out two nice 
synopses written by the "Birder’s Guide" editor, Michael 
Retter (http://blog.aba.org/2016/07/2016-aou-
supplement.html), or by noted birding author, Kenn 
Kaufmann (www.audubon.org/news/here-are-biggest-
changes-aou-checklist-north-american-birds). Or, if you 
like it straight from the horse’s mouth, take a peek at 
the entire 57th Supplement 
(www.aoucospubs.org/doi/pdf/10.1642/AUK-16-77.1). 

And yup, as you might expect, this affected the Harford 
County checklist too. To see how, visit the club’s 
homepage (www.harfordbirdclub.org/) and click the link 
for “On-Line Checklist and Photo Gallery”. All in all, this 
newest AOU supplement gave listers a cause to 
celebrate new opportunities for ticking a few new 
species while webmasters, such as our very own Dick 
Harple, dropped their jaws in disbelief at the magnitude 
of work necessary to bring their local online checklists 
up to speed. A hearty thanks to Dick for rolling with the 
changes! 

 

http://blog.aba.org/2016/07/2016-aou-supplement.html
http://blog.aba.org/2016/07/2016-aou-supplement.html
http://www.audubon.org/news/here-are-biggest-changes-aou-checklist-north-american-birds
http://www.audubon.org/news/here-are-biggest-changes-aou-checklist-north-american-birds
http://www.aoucospubs.org/doi/pdf/10.1642/AUK-16-77.1
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/
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Harford Bird Club 
November Dinner Meeting 

If unable to deliver, please return to: 
Madeline Lovera 

8820 Walther Boulevard  

Apt. 3507  

Parkville, MD. 21234 

Visit us on the web: 

www.harfordbirdclub.org 

Mail To: 
 

Birding Trinidad and Tobago 
by 

Mark Johnson 
 

Friday, November 4th, 2016  

Dinner - 6:15 PM, General Meeting - 7:15 PM  

Location: Churchville Presbyterian Church  

2844 Churchville Road  

Churchville, MD 21028  

 


