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President’s Perch
Some Reflections of our Past HBC Year
Looking back over the landscape of time, I am drawn to that moment in July
2015 when you invested me with the challenge and responsibility of serving as your
HBC president. It is a position for which I am deeply honored, but was at the time
knowingly and unabashedly unprepared. I had served no apprenticeship, had no
qualifying OJT, and had no illusions about the effort this job might require. What I
did have was a handful of really good HBC friends who would not let me fall
through the cracks. For that, I thank you all. I would, however, like to offer a special
shout of thanks to Les Eastman our Editor in Chief of the Wrenderings. From out in
the Arizona desert, Les manages to produce and distribute a professional, colorful,
highly anticipated, bimonthly newsletter that keeps all our members informed, and
connected. That is special. And now, a shout to all our members.
Did you know that our bi-monthly dinner/business meetings are regularly
attended by over 30% and occasionally 40% of our members (40-65 members)
WOW! Is it the food? Is it because our airy and socially interactive business
meetings are short, sweet, and informative? Does it have anything to do with the
jokes? OR - is it because we like each other, and because the variety and quality of
our program presentations has been exceptional? OK, - - - occasionally, it is the
wine and cheese, but - - - the constant in each occasion is: you always get to go on
a new wildlife/birding adventure.
For example, in Nov. 2015, we went to the Galapagos Archipelago with
National Geographic (and me) to view the island mockingbirds and finches that
gave rise to Darwin's On the Origin of Species. We saw courting frigatebirds, Bluefooted Boobies, endemic Flightless Cormorants, marine iguanas, and the giant
tortoises that gave this cradle of evolution its name "Isle de Galapagos."
In Jan. 2016, we travelled to Kruger National Park in South Africa with
Amanda Koss and Joe Subolefsky. They shared photographs of Africa's Whitefronted Bee-eaters, Yellow-billed Hornbills, elephants, rhinos, zebras, and other
megafauna. And then, - out on the ocean off Cape Town (oh my!) we bore witness
as hundreds (perhaps thousands?) of pelagic albatross, Cape Gannets, Cape Petrels,
and others flew by.
In March, Sean McCandless took us warblering. He treated us to an hour of
fabulous photography accompanied by his experienced train of holistic hints on
how to recognize nearly 30 species of nesting and migratory warblers by their sight,
sound, habitat and behavior.
(continued on page 2)
Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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Saturday, Aug 27, Annual
Club Picnic - Eden Mill
Nature Center
Saturday, Sep 10, MOS
Board
of
Directors
meeting
hosted
by
Baltimore
Chapter,
Cylburn Arboretum
Saturday, Sep 17, Fall
Bird Count
Friday, Nov 4, Dinner
Meeting at Churchville
Presbyterian Church

In May, David Ziolkowski turned our birding
interests west to Southern California. He made his
traverse through arid rugged passages of chaparral,
sage brush, Joshua trees, and subalpine forests look
leisurely. And, with the keen eyes and ears of a world
class birder, he made these tortured habitats come
alive with indigenous, hard-to-locate thrashers,
sparrows, juncos, Verdin, Nuttall’s and Ladder-backed
Woodpeckers, one California Condor, and a Lawrence's
Goldfinch.
Then, in mid July, Craig Koppie, from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service brought us home to Maryland,
and the District of Columbia, with his in-depth,
photographic study of our nation’s emblematic raptor.
Craig gave us the full story of the family unit, nesting
behavior, adaptive radiation, recovery and survival of
the American Bald Eagle.
I rest my case. See you all at the annual picnic.
Happy Trails, Bob Werrlein

Harford Bird Club Annual Fall Picnic
The annual Harford Chapter picnic
will be held rain or shine at Eden
Mill Nature Center on Saturday,
Aug. 27th at 1 PM. We will provide
roast beef, corn on the cob, baked
beans, and crab soup. We would
appreciate if you would bring a side
dish or dessert to add some variety
to our menu. We also ask you to
bring a beverage of your choice. The cost is $10.00 for
adults and $5.00 for children 16 or under. This is the last
year that roast beef will be on the menu, so get it while
you can.
The address is 1617 Eden Mill Road, Pylesville, MD
21132 for those who want to use Google Maps or a GPS
to find the best way from their home.
The picnic starts at 1:00 PM; food will be served at 2:00
PM. A bird walk will follow.
The Reservation Form is on Page 7. Please note that the
form should be mailed to Jean Wheeler for this event.

Bird Droppings
Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Madeline Lovera at 443-425-3974 or send an email to
lovebluebird206@gmail.com.

Harford Bird Club Executive Board
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Field Trip Chairperson
Bird Count Coordinator
Dinner Reservations
Public Relations
Education Chairperson
Conservation Chair
Youth Coordinator
State Board Members
Webmaster
Wrenderings Editor

Bob Werrlein
410-692-5180
we2.rein@gmail.com
Amanda Koss
443-528-4306
amandakoss01@hotmail.com
Jane Scocca
410-272-8870
jane@scocca.org
Madeline Lovera
443-425-3974
lovebluebird206@gmail.com
Eric Vangrin
443-417-7219
evangrin@msn.com
Matt Hafner
410-971-3203
hafner.matt@gmail.com
Tom Gibson
410-734-4135
gibsonlld@aol.com
Rick Cheicante
410-803-2712
rickcheicante@cs.com
Johanne Henrickson 410-836-8889
johen24@gmail.com
Vacant
Mary Murray
410-812-6621
murraymary@gmail.com
Deborah Bowers
410-692-2708
bowerspub@hotmail.com
Ruth Bergstrom
443-752-1967
ruthb22@yahoo.com
Tom Congersky
410-658-4137
jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
Dennis Kirkwood
410-692-5905
newarkfarms@gmail.com
July
Meeting
Trivia
Question
Dick Harple
410-879-5419
dickharple@gmail.com
common Harford
County bird has never
been seen outside the 48 states?
LesWhat
Eastman
410-688-1214
les@birdtreks.com
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It's Time to Pay Your Dues

Harford Youth Birding

Dues are now due for the club year from September 1, 2016, to August 31, 2017. The membership form is included on page 4 or you can print it
f r o m
t h e
w e b
s i t e
a t
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20CO
UNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf. Please fill out the form,
enclose your check made payable to HARFORD MOS and
mail it to our Treasurer, Eric Vangrin. We would like to have all
dues paid by November 1. You
may pick up your membership
card at the November meeting or
they will be mailed to you. *Please
do not send dues with the picnic
reservation form.* Thank You.

This summer, the Harford Bird Club purchased ten pairs
of binoculars. Education Coordinator, Mary Murray uses
binoculars in her many presentations and morning bird
club meetings with students. The club added ten pairs
of 8x42 Shrikes by Eagle Optics. It was decided to buy
high-quality glass to assure the students have a positive
experience with binoculars that work. A good look at a
variety of birds at a young age will create lifelong birders. Eagle Optics kindly offered close to a $300 discount
since we're a club reaching out to the birding community. The club would like to raise more money through
raffle donations to purchase more pairs of high-quality
binoculars so that all students birding with Mary can
have awesome equipment. Be sure to buy raffle tickets
at bird club meetings to win amazing prizes and help
Vacation Reports
raise more money to buy binoculars for student and
If you traveled over the sum- club use. ~ Amanda Koss
mer and had any good birding experiences, please write
a concise report of a couple
of paragraphs for inclusion in
the next newsletter. Please
send them to Bob Werrlein
at we2.rein@gmail.com or
Les

Eastman

at

les@harfordbirdclub.org.
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HARFORD BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
It’s time to renew your membership for the 2016-2017 membership year. To renew your Harford
Bird Club and MOS membership, please detach this page and mail completed form along with
check to:
Eric Vangrin
1100 Barkley Place
Bel Air, MD. 21014
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

( ) Individual $33.00
( ) Life (see below)
( ) Junior $10.00

Membership Year - September 1, 2016 - August 31, 2017
( ) Sustaining $63.00
( ) Household $39.00

OR
Memberships for those who are either members of another MOS Chapter or are
MOS Life Members.
( ) Individual $13.00
( ) Household $19.00
Please indicate your MOS membership status:
( ) MOS Life Member (After 9/1/90)
( ) Member of ______________ MOS Chapter
________________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED (Make checks payable to Harford County MOS)
( ) New Harford Bird Club Membership*
( ) Renewal
Please give names below as they should appear on the membership list.
Married couples should give both names.
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street & # _____________________________________________________________________________
City, State _____________________________________________________________________________
Zip Code __________________
Telephone _________________________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________________________________
( ) Check here if this is a new address, phone number or email
( ) Check here if you object to having your name, address, and phone number listed in the state directory.
( ) Check here if you would like to receive your Harford Chapter newsletter by email.
*If a new member, how did you find out about the Harford County Bird Club?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
An "Individual" membership is anyone 18 or older.
A "Junior" membership is someone younger than 18 whose parents are not members (i.e., not part of a household
membership)
A "Household" membership is all persons residing at the same address. (A student who is away at school and wants
publications mailed to the school address must be in the Individual class.)
Life Membership dues are: State $1000.00 and Chapter $300.00.
New life memberships have the option of paying $11.00* per year chapter dues in lieu of the $300.00 lump sum.
Life memberships effective prior to September 1, 1990, are exempt from any further chapter dues payment.
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Summer has been pretty slow if you judge it by the number of reports received. We did have
some nice rarities come through. Read on for the details. This report covers Harford County
bird sightings from June 1st, 2016 through July 29th, 2016.
Ducks, Herons
MJ found a female Bufflehead in Perryman on July 10th.
DK saw a Great Egret at his farm in northern Harford
County on July 14th. BR also saw one at Swan Harbor on
July 19th, along with 2 immature Little
Blue Herons, an all-white immature Cattle
Egret, and a Green Heron. DL had 3 Great
Egrets at Lakeside Business Park on July
24th.
Hawks, Plovers, Sandpipers
JC had a family of Cooper’s Hawks near his Aberdeen
home. He noted 2 chicks on July 15th. SH also saw adult
and juvenile Cooper’s Hawks in Fallston on July 26th.
They were sounding the alarm over a pair of nearby
Red-shouldered Hawks. She had a nest with 2 Redshouldered Hawk young in her neighborhood this
summer. The chicks fledged and stayed around the
area.
JE and CS found a rare Ruff at Swan Harbor on July 18th.
BR also saw it on July 19th. He saw a Lesser Yellowlegs,
a Solitary Sandpiper, and 3 Least Sandpipers there too.
KS did not see the Ruff on July 20th, but
he did see 2 Lesser Yellowlegs and 2
Solitary Sandpipers. TH found 5 Solitary
Sandpipers and 19 Least Sandpipers
there on July 29th.
Terns, Thrushes, Warblers, Grosbeak
DL saw 2 Least Terns at Lakeside on July 24th. MH found
a Black Tern in full alternate plumage over the
Susquehanna Flats on July 19th. It was flying toward the
Cecil County side. DK had nesting Purple Martins on his
farm on July 26th. SH noted that a third clutch of
Eastern Bluebirds fledged at her Fallston home on July
13th. She also saw and heard a singing Veery near the
Little Gunpowder River on June 1st. DW found a juvenile
Kentucky Warbler near the Susquehanna State Park
picnic area on July 24th. KS saw a Yellow-breasted Chat
at Swan Harbor on July 20th. BW hosted a lingering
female Rose-breasted Grosbeak at his Forest Hill home
through July 4th. A small number had been regular
visitors to his feeders earlier in the summer.

Contributors
BR- Bob Ringler, BW- Bob Werrlein, CS- Chris Starling,
DK- Dennis Kirkwood, DL- Dave Larkin, DW- Dave Webb,
JC- Jim Chappell, JE- Josh Emm, KS- Kurt Schwarz, MHMatt Hafner, MJ- Mark Johnson, SH- Susan Hood, THTim Houghton.

Field Trip Reports
Harford Bird Club and Chesapeake Audubon
Havre de Grace Paddle Trip
June 25
This late afternoon trip gathered 19 paddlers in single and
tandem kayaks, canoes, and on stand-up paddleboards. We
were treated to the usual and spectacular Bald Eagle and
Osprey shows as we plied the upper bay out of Tydings
Landing. Once we reached the island we enjoyed fledgling
Tree Swallows perched on a branch over the water as they
begged to be fed and the parents’ obliged. Canada Geese,
Mallards, Tree and Barn Swallows swooped as the Great
Blue Herons filled the shallows in the falling tide. Thanks to
all who came from nearby Harford and Baltimore Counties
and as far away as Annapolis and Frederick! ~ Colleen
Webster

Harford Glen
July 30
Over 20 people, including many kids (as young as 2!) came
out to Harford Glen for a joint field trip between the Harford
Bird Club and the Susquehannock Wildlife Society. Everyone
did an excellent job of spotting wildlife and sharing sightings
with the group. Nice birds were Great Egrets, Belted
Kingfisher, and Orchard Orioles, but most of the highlights
were non-birds. We had up-close and/or in-hand views of
Gray Tree Frog, Green Frog, Wood Frog, American and
Fowler's Toads, Painted Turtle, Snapping Turtle, Northern
Watersnake, Spicebush and Tiger Swallowtails, several
species of skipper, and a Monarch chrysalis! We also saw
Baltimore Checkerspot caterpillars in one of the designated
enclosures to protect the White Turtlehead. Please be sure to
check out the Harford Bird Club Facebook group for lots of
great photos posted by co-leader Scott McDaniel and myself.
The web address is
https://www.facebook.com/groups/116785841751195/
~ Matt Hafner
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

Aug 13 (Sat.) - Shorebird Search - Dennis
Kirkwood leads the search for shorebirds
along the shores of Harford County.
Beginners looking to improve their
identification skills will find this trip very
informative. Experienced birders will have the opportunity
to search for rarities. All will enjoy this morning trip
starting at the parking lot near the launch ramp of Tydings
Park in Havre de Grace at 7:30 AM. Scopes helpful but not
required.
Contact
Dennis
(410-692-5905;
newarkfarms@gmail.com).

site for a lovely paddle at the top of the Bay. Mill Creek
and Furnace Bay are beautiful, pristine, protected flat
water sites that make for a very enjoyable paddle and,
hopefully, good birding. Osprey and Bald Eagles are almost
guaranteed and the wooded shoreline hosts a variety of
song birds. If we are lucky, some early migratory waterfowl
may also be present and fall colors should be beginning to
appear. Canoes, kayaks and paddle boards welcome.
Contact Colleen at (410-459-4577 - No text messages,
please; cwebster@harford.edu) for further info and
weather issues.

Sept. 5 (Mon.) – Ma and Pa Trail – Explore the
southernmost segment of this popular walking trail,
walking from Annie’s Playground towards Tollgate Road
and back. Diverse habitat along the way promises a variety
of birds. Meet at Annie’s Playground on Smith Lane off
Connolly Rd. in Fallston at 7:00 AM. The leader is Susan
Hood (410-937-7552; susanjhood@comcast.net).

Oct. 8 (Sat.) – Turkey Point – The view from the Turkey
Point peninsula during the southern migration of raptors
and other birds is spectacular. The Northeast River on the
northwest side, the Chesapeake Bay to the south and the
Elk River to the east funnel the flocks right overhead in a
concentrated flow. It is prime viewing for birders and a
prime view of the headwaters of the Bay. If you are
interested in carpooling from Harford County or would like
help finding the location, meet Phil Powers (410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net) at the Park and Ride (Rt.155 near
the Havre de Grace exit of I-95) at 7:00 AM. Sue Procell
(443-417-4919; procellmd@gmail.com) will meet everyone
at the Turkey Point parking lot of Elk Neck State Park at
7:30 AM. The Cecil County Bird Club’s annual Big Sit may
be happening that day so parking may be limited.

Sept. 10 (Sat.) - Day’s Cove - Back by popular demand,
this trip to the rarely visited Day’s Cove area promises to
provide an enjoyable outing in beautiful habitat filled with
a variety of birds. Experienced leader, Phil Powers, will
guide you.
Contact him at (410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net). Meet at the Joppatowne Plaza
parking lot near Wendy’s off Joppa Farm Road at 7:30 AM.
Sept. 18 (Sun.) – Cromwell Valley Park – Meet at 7:30 AM
at the commuter lot on the west side of Rt. 152 (Fallston
Road) just north of Rt. 147 (Harford Road). Veteran guide
Phil Powers (410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net) will
lead you to this Baltimore County gem with beautiful trails
and meandering streams.

Oct. 15 (Sat). – Rocks State Park - Spend the morning on
the trails of this Deer Creek woodland to enjoy the late fall
avian spectacle. Gather at the ranger station parking lot on
Rocks Chrome Hill Rd. at 7:30 AM. The leader is Mark
Magnani (410-838-1778; mwmagnani@gmail.com).
Oct. 22 (Sat.) - Windmill Hill Farm – Meet at Churchville
Elementary at 7:30 AM for a first-ever visit by the Club to
this private farm to look for late migrants in various
habitats.
Leaders are Diane Jones (410-404-9180;
Diane.v.jones@ssa.gov) and Dave Webb (410-939-3537;
porzana@comcast.net).

Sept. 25 (Sun.) – Ladew Gardens - Meet at 7:30 AM
in the Ladew Topiary Gardens main parking lot.
Rachel Hebert and Sue Procell are the leaders for
this morning stroll through the gardens to look for
fall visitors while enjoying the 22 acres of gardens.
Pre-registration is preferred for this trip; gates will
close behind us.
Contact Rachel at
(hebert.rachel2@gmail.com; 443-299-8384) or Sue
at (procellmd@gmail.com; 443-417-4919).

Oct. 30 (Sun.) – Bombay Hook – Meet at the 155/I-95 Park
and Ride at 7:00 AM for a fall visit to one of the East
Coast’s best sites for shorebirds and waterfowl. Also, the
Oct. 1 (Sat.) – Kayak/Canoe Trip at Perryman Town Park - refuge is beautiful at this time of year. Pack a lunch and
Join experienced birder and water sports enthusiast, drink. Contact the leader, Dave Larkin (410-569-8319;
Colleen Webster, at 9:00 AM at the Stump Point launch dlarkin@towson.edu), for additional information.
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Support Our Sponsors
The following businesses generously donated prizes for
the raffle at the last meeting. Please patronize them
and thank them for their support of the club.

The Wild Bird Marketplace is still in business. Seed, suet
and other bird feed items are now located at 3765 Salem Church Road in Jarrettsville. John is still selling
some non-food merchandise out of the mini storage
facility in Forest Hill. Call John at 410-836-5000 or email
him at wbm@zoominternet.net for specific hours at
each facility.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Annual Picnic Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Jean Wheeler, 408 Prindle Court, Bel Air,
MD 21015 by Friday, August 19th 2016 if you plan on attending. Jean’s email address is
jswheeler3@verizon.net if you have questions.
__________ Number of adults (at $10.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _______________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
ANNUAL PICNIC
Featuring the BBQ Prowess of
Tom Congersky and Randy Robertson
Saturday, August 27th, 2016
Social Hour - 1:00 PM
Eating Time - 2:00 PM
Please bring a side dish or salad - Bird walk to follow!
Location: Eden Mill Nature Center
1617 Eden Mill Road
Pylesville, MD 21132

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
8820 Walther Boulevard
Apt. 3507
Parkville, MD. 21234

Mail To:
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