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President’s Perch
Political Usurping of Non-tidal Wetlands
By definition, non-tidal wetlands are shallow inland waterways that are not subject to tidal
influence. Forested wetlands are the most common type of non-tidal wetlands. They are
wooded flood plains dominated by large trees (> 20 ft high), and are commonly developed for
agriculture. Typically, their water table resides at or near the soil surface. But, with the early
spring rains and melt of winter snow the table wells up and fills the local field and woodland
depressions with several inches of standing water. There is a charismatic magic in these
seasonal pools of casual water that brings them suddenly to life, and draws us to them to hear
and enjoy the year's first chorus of spring peepers. We are rejuvenated by the gravelly "Duck,
Duck, Duck" of courting wood frogs, the melodious trill of American toads, the sonorous snore
of a pickerel frog, the pzeeent of a nearby woodcock, and we know without being told that nontidal wetlands are among the most diverse and biologically productive ecosystems in the world.
With time, they collect and hold an abundance of nutrient rich, easily accessible, plant and
animal foods. They provide ideal habitats for shelter, courtship and reproduction, and for
growth and development of numerous plant and animal species. The biodiversity of non-tidal
wetlands ranges in complexity from single-cell plants and animals (algae and protozoa) to a
whole entourage of higher organisms (lichens, mosses, shrubs and trees; worms, insects, fish,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals). On a global scale, wetlands constitute just 6.4% of
the earth's surface, and yet they support 24% of its total productivity. It has been reported that
80% of all breeding bird populations in the United States, including half of the protected
migratory bird species, rely on wetlands at some point in their life cycle. Accordingly, Maryland
Department of the Environment (MDE) has recognized non-tidal wetlands as life-sustaining
nurseries and feeding stations for the growth and survival of many of Maryland's indigenous and
endangered species. In defense of their position, the Maryland legislature passed the "Non-tidal
Wetlands Protection Act" in April of 1989. Its stated goals are: (1) there should be no net loss of
non-tidal wetlands, and (2) there should be a net gain in wetlands acreage. MDE also
established a state-wide program to create, enhance and monitor non-tidal wetlands. They
ruled that development of wetland areas of < 5000 sq. ft would require a permit and MDE
approval upon inspection of the area by the Corps of Engineers. Wetland development would
also require replacement mitigation, e.g., development of a forested wetland would require
replacement with a proportionate amount of emergent wetlands. However, on 15 Mar. 2016,
the Harford County Council under County Executive Glassman, and Council President Slutzky,
passed its own bill 16-002 which undermines the MDE objective. The County bill grants permit
exemption for development of non-tidal wetlands that are <10,000 sq. ft in size. That is a 2-fold
increase in allowable acres for wetland development, and underscores the conflict of interest
between wetland development and conservation. It would appear that our Harford County
policymakers decided it was more important to "grease the skids" for wetlands development
than it was to uphold the law. The consequences for such political decisions are written on a US
Fish and Wildlife sign at Prime Hook NWR, indicating that wetlands are being lost at a rate of 2%
(> 235,000 acres) a year.
Happy Trails,
Bob Werrlein
Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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Fri. 6 May: Pizza Dinner
Meeting, Harford Glen
Sat. 14 May: May Bird
Count
10-12 June, 2016: MOS
Annual
Conference
Salisbury, MD
Fri. 15 July, Wine and
Cheese Social, Anita
Leight Estuary
Annual
Club
Picnic,
EMNC. Date TBD

Pizza Dinner Meeting May 6

Bird Droppings

The meeting will take place at Harford Glen (directions
below), and the menu will consist of a variety of pizzas,
salad, fresh vegetables, dip, and beverages. For dinner
reservations, contact Johanne Henrickson (410) 8368889 or by e-mail Johen24@gmail.com. (The reservation form is on page 7.) The gate opens at 6 p.m. and
dinner will be served promptly at 6:30. The business
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
Our speaker for the night is our very own David
Ziolkowski, and the subject of his talk is:
"Head West Young Birder: Prospecting across mid California claims feathered pay dirt—an intro to birding
the American West."
Directions to Harford Glen. From MD 24 between Bel Air
and Constant Friendship. Turn southwest onto Wheel
Road. Drive 0.9 mile to the entrance gate. Continue for
another 0.2 mile, and turn left to enter the parking area
beside the dining area.

Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Madeline Lovera at 443-425-3974 or email to lovebluebird206@gmail.com.

Welcome!
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following
new members. Thank you for
joining... we look forward to
seeing you out there on our
birding trips and at our meetings!
JERRY & JANET HARDY of ABINGDON
SUSAN MORROW of FOREST HILL

MOS Conference

KRISTI SJOHOLM-SIERCHIO of JOPPA

Online registration now available for Maryland Ornithological Society's annual conference, June 10-12, 2016 at
Salisbury University. There will be diverse regional field
trips. Steve Kress, Director of the Seabird Restoration
Program and Vice President for Bird Conservation of the
National Audubon Society, is the keynote speaker.
http://mdbirds.org/activities/conference/annual.html

Harford Bird Club Executive Board
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Field Trip Chairperson
Bird Count Coordinator
Dinner Reservations
Public Relations
Education Chairperson
Conservation Chair
Youth Coordinator
State Board Members
Webmaster
Wrenderings Editor

Bob Werrlein
410-692-5180
we2.rein@gmail.com
Amanda Koss
443-528-4306
amandakoss01@hotmail.com
Jane Scocca
410-272-8870
jane@scocca.org
Madeline Lovera
443-425-3974
lovebluebird206@gmail.com
Eric Vangrin
443-417-7219
evangrin@msn.com
Matt Hafner
410-971-3203
hafner.matt@gmail.com
Tom Gibson
410-734-4135
gibsonlld@aol.com
Rick Cheicante
410-803-2712
rickcheicante@cs.com
Johanne Henrickson 410-836-8889
johen24@gmail.com
Vacant
Mary Murray
410-812-6621
murraymary@gmail.com
Deborah Bowers
410-692-2708
bowerspub@hotmail.com
Ruth Bergstrom
443-752-1967
ruthb22@yahoo.com
Tom Congersky
410-658-4137
jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
Dennis Kirkwood
410-692-5905
newarkfarms@gmail.com
July
Meeting
Trivia
Question
Dick Harple
410-879-5419
dickharple@gmail.com
common Harford
County bird has never
been seen outside the 48 states?
LesWhat
Eastman
410-688-1214
les@birdtreks.com
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
We keep getting unusual birds here in Harford County. Keep your eyes open; who knows
what you might find out there. This report covers Harford County bird sightings from February 1st, 2016 through March 31st, 2016.
Geese, Ducks, Grebe
JE counted 7 Cackling Geese at Swan Harbor on Feb
27th. MJ saw a large number of Tundra Swans on the
bay near there on Feb 5th. DL found a Eurasian Wigeon
in the water near Swan Harbor on Feb 27th. MJ saw
several Northern Shovelers there on Mar 10th. DK also
saw 2 Shovelers, 2 Wood Ducks, 4 Hooded Mergansers,
and 2 Gadwall on a pond near Madonna Rd the week of
Mar 28th. MJ noted a large raft of Canvasbacks and
scaup on the bay near Swan Harbor on Feb 5th. He also
saw several Common Mergansers and Ruddy Ducks,
along with a female Redhead. MoH saw a male Redhead
on a pond near the APG post office on Mar 2nd and 3rd.
JE found a Tufted Duck and a Tufted Duck hybrid on the
Susquehanna Flats near Havre de Grace on Feb
29th. CW saw 12 Bufflehead and 2 Pied-billed
Grebes on the bay while kayaking on Feb 1st.
Hawks, Falcons, Plovers, Sandpipers, Gulls
SMD saw his first-of-the-year Osprey near the Edgewood
Home Depot marsh on Mar 3rd. DL found a Merlin at
Swan Harbor on Mar 20th. MJ saw 2 American Golden
Plovers there on Mar 18th. On Mar 10th, he saw a
Pectoral Sandpiper there too. TH found 4
American Woodcocks at Harford Memorial
Gardens on Mar 7th. JE saw a Blackheaded Gull on the river near Lapidum on Mar 20th. It
was with a large group of Bonaparte’s Gulls. MH
counted 535 Bonaparte’s Gulls there on Mar 28th, but
did not see any of the expected rare gulls. MJ noted that
the continuing Iceland Gull was still present at the
Conowingo Dam on Feb 4th. JE also saw a Lesser Blackbacked Gull at Tydings Park in Havre de Grace on Mar
20th.
Owl, Woodpeckers, Raven, Thrush, Oriole, Finch
DW reported, and shared photos of, a Snowy Owl seen
in a restricted area of APG on Mar 23rd. He also saw and
heard a Common Raven near his Webster Village home
on Mar 19th. EB saw male and female Pileated
Woodpeckers on a tree near her Aberdeen home on
Mar 25th. TH saw a Hermit Thrush and a Blue-headed
Vireo at Susquehanna State Park on Mar 24th. RB was

surprised to find a Gray Catbird in Abingdon on Feb
14th. SR found and photographed an immature
Baltimore Oriole at his feeder in Bel Air on Feb 14th. DK
saw and heard a singing Pine Siskin at his
feeder at Newark Farm on Mar 5th.
Contributors
CW- Colleen Webster, DaL- Dave Larkin, DK- Dennis
Kirkwood, DL- Dave Littlepage, DW- Dave Webb, EBElaine Beery, JE- Josh Emm, MoH- Monroe Harden, MJMark Johnson (Aberdeen), RB- Ruth Bergstrom, SMDScott McDaniel, SR- Shannon Rogers, TH- Tim Houghton

Field Trip Reports
Swan Harbor Farm Park
March 12
Twenty enthusiastic birders turned out to traipse across
the diverse habitat of SHFP in search of birds and spring
weather. They succeeded in finding a pretty good
variety of birds, in fact about 40 different species. The
beautiful spring day eluded them but the weather was
good enough for early March and contributed to a nice
day outdoors. The two spoil impoundments produced
Canada Geese, American Wigeon, and several sparrow
species. The muddy farm fields yielded Wilson’s Snipe,
Killdeer and a beautiful Eastern Meadowlark. High
overhead large flocks of Snow Geese and Tundra Swan
honked and whooped their way north. Raptors included
accipiters, Red-tailed Hawk and an early Osprey, a sure
sign that warmer weather is on the way. A highlight for
many was a Great Horned Owl deep in the woods with
nearby nest. No young were visible yet. The wetlands
did not disappoint. Added to our growing list were
showy Northern Shovelers, petite Green-winged Teal,
American Coot, Northern Pintail, and Blue-winged Teal,
to mention a few of the waterfowl there. The long trek
to the waterfront was not in vain. The “slick ca’m” on
the Susquehanna Flats provided easy, if a bit distant,
views of several waterfowl including Ruddy Duck in
numbers, Pied-billed Grebe, Bufflehead, lots of
Bonaparte’s Gulls, etc. ~Tom Gibson
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

APRIL 22 (Fri.) – JERUSALEM MILL PARK – Meet at 7:30
AM at the mill on Jerusalem Rd, (off Rt.152). Visit this
appealing stretch of the Little Gunpowder River marking
Harford County’s western border. Contact leader Phil
Powers for more information at birdsinmd@verizon.net
or 410-679-4116.
APRIL 23 (Sat.) - WARBLERS AND WILDFLOWERS - Enjoy a
pleasant stroll among the emerging spring wildflowers of
beautiful Susquehanna State Park while also looking for
early migrant songbirds and lingering winter visitors.
Meet at the parking area at the confluence of Deer Creek
and the Susquehanna River just north of Rock Run Mill at
8:30 AM. The leaders are Colleen Webster (410-459-4577
or cwebster@harford.edu (calls and emails
welcome, no text messages please.) and Sue
Procell
443-417-4919
or
procellmd@gmail.com.
MAY 7 (Sat.) – EPIC BIRDING CONTEST - Meet at 6:30 AM
at Rock Run Mill for team selections and rules review. The
first seven of these contests have been a real hoot
(although no owls have been spotted yet)! So make room
on your calendar and join us at Susquehanna State Park.
Counting will begin at 6:45 AM and end at 11:30 AM. A
rally/celebration will occur at approximately 12 noon at
the Laurrapin Restaurant in Have de Grace. Family
members and others are welcome to join the contestants
for the celebration. Coordinators are Tom Gibson and Sue
Procell. Contact them at gibsonlld@aol.com or 410-7344135 / procellmd@gmail.com or 443-417-4919.
MAY 14 (Sat.) – STATEWIDE MAY COUNT – Help Harford
County contribute to this important data collection day
and monitor migration throughout our locale. Contact the
coordinator, Rick Cheicante at rickcheicante@cs.com or
410-803-2712.
MAY 21 (Sat.) KAYAK TRIP PERRYVILLE TOWN PARK –
Meet at 9:00 AM at the launch at Stump Point.
Trip leaders are Colleen Webster (410-459-4577
or
cwebster@harford.edu (calls and emails
only, no text messages, please.) and Sue Procell,
procellmd@gmail.com or 443-417-4919. Paddle the
usually serene waters of the well protected Mill Creek and
historic Furnace Bay. Eagles and Osprey are often seen
soaring overhead, songbirds and woodland birds frequent
the shoreline and heron and waterfowl are common
sightings. No rental boats available.

MAY 22 (Sun.) BOMBAY HOOK – Meet at 7:00 AM at the
Havre de Grace Park and Ride. (Rt.155 and I-95). Bring a
lunch. Leaders are veterans Dave Larkin and Phil Powers.
For
more
information
contact
them
at
larkin3001@comcast.net
or
410-569-8319
/
birdsinmd@verizon.net or 410-679-4116 for Phil.
MAY 28 (Sat.) - DAY’S COVE Explore this rarely visited
limited access area with experienced leader Phil Powers.
Expect late migrants, shore birds and wetland inhabitants.
Meet at the Joppatowne Plaza parking lot near the Pizza
Hut on Joppa Farm Road at 7:30 AM. For further
information
contact
Phil
(410 -679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net).
MAY 30 (Mon.) - BRADENBAUGH FLATS No one knows
the “World Famous” Bradenbaugh Flats better than lifelong resident, Dennis Kirkwood. Join him at 7:00 AM at
Hidden Valley Park at the north end of Madonna Road at
Deer Creek. He will guide you through beautiful sites in
northern Harford County finding late migrants, summer
residents and, hopefully, a few rarities. Nesting sites are
also possible. Contact information for Dennis is:
(newarkfarms@gmail.com; 410-692-5905).
JUNE 4 (Sat.) - BIRD BANDING AT EDEN MILL NATURE
CENTER Long-time bird bander and accomplished birder
and naturalist, Dr. Mark Johnson, and his able crew of
volunteers will demonstrate and explain banding and
scientific data collection techniques with actual in-hand
birds. This is a way to get great looks up close at species
we often only get to see far off or deep in thickets. This is
also a wonderful outdoor experience for children. Join
them at the Vangrin Bird Banding Station at the Eden Mill
Nature Center between the hours of 8:00 AM and 11:00
AM. Contact Mark for further details (410-692-5978;
mark.steven.johnson@comcast.net).
JUNE 5 (Sun.) - BIRDS AND BLOOMS AT LADEW
GARDENS Meet at 7:30 AM in the Ladew Topiary Gardens
main parking lot. Rachel Hebert and Sue Procell are the
leaders for this morning stroll through the
gardens to look for summer residents, while
enjoying the beautiful 22 acres of gardens. Preregistration is preferred for this trip; gates will
close behind us. Contact Rachel at
(hebert.rachel2@gmail.com; 443-299-8384) or
Sue at (procellmd@gmail.com; 443-417-4919).
( Continued on Page 5 )
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JUNE 17 (Fri.) - RAIL TRAIL Join experienced leader Dave
Webb on the sunset trail for rails, bittern and other
nocturnal species starting at Swan Harbor Farm Park, one
of Maryland’s “hot spots” of birding. Additional sites may
be visited depending on what is being seen and where.
Owls are a possibility. Meet at the parking lot
near the Agricultural Education Center at 7:30
PM. For further information contact Dave (410939-3537; porzana@comcast.net).
JUNE 25 (Sat.) - HAVRE DE GRACE KAYAK/CANOE TRIP
The harbor areas of Havre de Grace are home to a great
variety of water related species such as ducks, geese,
swallows, osprey, gulls, terns, heron and many others.
Add pleasant, scenic paddling and you have a perfect
combination for a truly enjoyable evening. Meet leaders
Colleen Webster (410-459-4577; cwebster@harford.edu)
and Sue Procell (443-417-4919; procellmd@gmail.com) at
the parking lot by the launch ramp of Tydings Park in
Havre de Grace at 5:00 PM. Bring your own craft. No
rentals available.
JULY 15 ( Fri.) - WINE & CHEESE SOCIAL Enjoy refreshing
wine and tasty cheese along with lively
conversation at the Anita Leight Nature
Center at 6:15 PM. See the “Wrenderings” or
following emails for additional details.

JULY 17 (Sun.) - BOMBAY HOOK This beautiful reserve in
Delaware with its diverse coastal wetland habitats offers
great promise for a variety of shorebirds, water birds,
wading species, raptors and songbirds. Meet leader Dave
Larkin at the commuter lot near Havre de Grace on
Rt.155/I-95 at 7:30 AM (larkin3001@comcast.net; 410569-8319). Because of the trip length and the lack of local
eateries, bring a lunch and sufficient drink for the day.
JULY 23 (Sat.) - HUMMINGBIRD BANDING Watch from
the expansive porch of Diane Jones’s home overlooking
beautiful gardens as experienced bird bander, Bruce
Peterjohn, skillfully and delicately bands
our smallest bird. Contact Diane for
details, directions and best viewing times.
(410-404-9180; diane.v.jones@ssa.gov).
JULY 30 (Sat.) - HARFORD GLEN WILDLIFE SEARCH The
Glen is always beautiful and offers diverse habitat in a
compact area. Do not miss the varied wildlife and avian
species found in this Harford County gem. Our two
experienced and knowledgeable leaders who will help you
find and appreciate the herps, insects, mammals and birds
that this exceptional site offers are Scott McDaniel of the
Susquehannock Wildlife Society and Matt Hafner of the
Harford Bird Club. Join them in the parking lot of the Glen
at 9:00 AM. Contact Matt Hafner (410-971-3203;
hafner.matt@gmail.com) for further information.

POSTCARD FROM ARIZONA
By Wrenderings Editor Les Eastman
 I think the Black-throated Sparrow is one of

the prettier sparrows.
This Harris ‘s Hawk was in my back yard! 
Cinnamon Teal (and American Coots) at Gilbert
Water Ranch. 
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HBC Certificates of Recognition
On Friday 4 March 2016, Certificates of Recognition
were awarded to 4 outstanding members, and 2 esteemed friends of the Harford County Bird Club (HBC).
The awards serve to promote the HBC mission of enjoying birdlife in our region, and encouraging positive attitudes toward conservation of natural resources. Five
birding categories were considered along with individuals who have distinguished themselves in those service
areas. Recipients of the the 2015 annual awards were
selected by a concerted decision of the HBC Executive
Board, and were presented at the March dinner meeting held at the Churchville Presbyterian Church.
"Birder of the Year" - "Aunt Mary Silling" (Age 99) for an
enduring birding life of extraordinary commitment to
the programs and activities that enrich the lives of Harford County Birders.
"Rookie of the Year" - Mary Murray, retired Harford
County teacher, and new HBC member, for accepting
executive responsibility as Education Chairperson, and
for her enthusiastic development and support of several
youth birding programs.
"Volunteer of the Year" - Bob Hood, for being our reliable "Go-to-guy" for technical and logistical support,
and for always "Going the extra mile" as he did in rescuing a member's trip to Belize by volunteering as substitute for the original, sidelined guide and escort.

Award recipients from the left are: Dan and Karen
Vaughan, Volney Ford, Mary Silling, Bob Hood, and HBC
President Bob Werrlein
"Bird of the Year" - Dan and Karen Vaughan for graciously hosting numerous birding visits to their Harford
County farm ("The Daily Crises"); and providing rare opportunities for our members to observe nesting pairs of
Red-headed Woodpeckers, which are uncommon and
strikingly beautiful "must see birds" for all serious birders.
"Lister of the Year" - Volney H. Ford became only our
2nd member ever to record and exceed 700 species of
ABA listed birds. He topped the year by adding a Yellow
Rail, and reaching a lofty 722 species on his life list.

Harford Youth Birding
In March, the Meadowvale Elementary School Feathered Friends bird club was treated to a wonderful presentation by Rachel Hebert, naturalist at Ladew Gardens
and Harford Bird Club member. Rachel taught the students about the adaptations of the beaks of birds. After
seeing examples of the myriad types of bird beaks and
learning about their specialization, the students worked
at stations to "be a bird" using common tools to represent the different types of beaks used to gather food.
Students learned that it was easy to pick off "bugs on a
log" with tweezers, but impossible with an eye dropper.
But the eye dropper could gather "nectar" where the
chopsticks were useless. Thank you, Rachel, for a great
event with our Feathered Friends.
Mary Murray
Harford Bird Club Education Coordinator
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Birders of All Skill Levels Needed
Our laboratory at Vanderbilt University is looking for birders
of all levels of experience to participate in a project examining
how perception and memory for birds differs between beginners and experts. We really do mean all levels of experience,
from the true beginner to the expert with decades of study,
and everything in-between.
These experiments are online on the web. They measure your
ability to remember and identify birds and sometimes other
animals or objects. Many experiments are fairly short. They
can be done on any computer, wherever and whenever you
decide to do them.
One of our current experiments is a bird identification test.
Go online and test your birding skills.
This is the web site for our experiments:
http://expertise.psy.vanderbilt.edu
Once you register your own login id and password on the site,
and complete a short survey of your birding expertise, you
will be able to participate in any experiments that are available. We expect to add new experiments over time. Some
future experiments may include modest compensation.
If you have questions, please contact Professor Thomas
Palmeri at Vanderbilt University.
Thomas Palmeri, Ph.D
Professor of Psychology
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN 37240
thomas.j.palmeri@vanderbilt.edu
http://catlab.psy.vanderbilt.edu/

Support Our Sponsors

Thank you to the Bayou Restaurant for their
donation to the raffle table at the last meeting

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace,
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, April 29th, 2016 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $7.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $4.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _______________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
May Meeting
"Head West Young Birder”
by
David Ziolkowski
Friday, May 6th
Pizza Dinner—6:30pm, General Meeting—7:00pm
Location: Harford Glen Environmental Education Center
502 West Wheel Road
Bel Air, MD

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
8820 Walther Boulevard
Apt. 3507
Parkville, MD. 21234

Mail To:
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