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President’s Perch
Conowingo Eagles Day - Sat. 14 Nov. 2015
If you have never been to the Exelon-sponsored Conowingo Eagles Day, you should put it
on your "Must-Do Calendar" for next year, especially if you are a photographer. It is a
glorious, fun-filled tribute to the conservation, and recovery of our nation's iconic bird. In
1983, when I moved from Bristol, England to Harford County with my young family, the
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) was on the government's endangered species list.
They were in the early stages of recovery from reproductive disruptions and associated
extinction caused by DDT and other organochlorine pesticides. Aerial surveys (1983-1987)
found only 20 nesting pairs in the upper Chesapeake region. Seeing a Bald Eagle then, was
a rare treat. However, on Sat. 14 Nov. 2015 (32 years later), Fisherman's Park at the
Conowingo Dam was alive with Bald Eagles, giving visual testament to their full recovery
and resilience. They were seen soaring over the dam, fishing below the dam, catching,
eating and discharging Gizzard Shad, perching in trees, on pylons of transmission towers,
and on exposed boulders in the Cecil Co. side of the Susquehanna River. As expected, eagle
activity produced a cornucopia of possibilities for the estimated 150-200 photographers,
and 800 visitors on hand for this annual event. The convergence of Conowingo Dam's 40
+/- resident eagles with the stream of ~ 400 migrating eagles that pause at the dam for rest
and sustenance has become a predictable fall occurrence. The Harford Bird Club was
invited to participate in this year's 3rd annual Eagles Day event by Christopher Curry
(Exelon's coordinator). We accepted because it presented an opportunity to showcase the
HBC, and maybe gain a few members. Accordingly, at 9 a.m. on 14 Nov., Mark Johnson and
Tom Congersky joined me in the Conowingo Dam parking lot. The day was clear, cold, and
beautiful except for a stiff breeze that required a coordinated effort and 6 heavy weights
to anchor our table of photographic displays. Joe Subolefsky and Dave Gigliotti provided
exceptional stop-action prints of Bald Eagles, assorted aquatic birds, and a Snowy Owl.
Jerry Strickroth provided albums of passerines including birds photographed at Magee
Marsh, and at the Eden Mill banding station. I included a travel album of Galapagos
wildlife, HBC membership information, and sample check lists of Maryland and Harford
County birds. We were the only MOS bird club, but we shared the Fisherman's Park dais
with a dozen other organizations. For better or worse, our table was next to the most
popular attraction of the day: Deron Meador's "Adventures with Raptors: Birds of Prey up
close and personal." This Frederick County group was a magnet to the photographers with
its live, interactive showing of roughly 16 gorgeous raptors: Harris's Hawk, Ferruginous
Hawk, Peruvian Aplomado Falcon, Great Horned Owl, Pharaoh Eagle Owl, to name just a
few. Their competition was unfair, but we did get some of
their overflow.
Happy Birding and Happy Holidays,
Bob Werrlein
Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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Bird Droppings

Amanda Koss & Joe Subolefsky to Speak at
January Meeting

Club News?

The speakers for the January meeting are club members
Amanda Koss & Joe Subolefsky . Their program is entitled
“South Africa Adventure.” They will tell us about their trip to
South Africa with fellow club members Dennis and Jean Kirkwood.
The January meeting will take place on Friday the 15th at
6:45 PM at Churchville Presbyterian Church. In case Harford
County Public Schools are closed or let out early due to inclement weather, the meeting will be postponed until Friday, Jan 22nd at the same start time. There will be no dinner
but light refreshments will be provided.

Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary Madeline Lovera at 410-879-6098 or email to lovebluebird206@gmail.com.
Congratulations to club members
Dave and Olivia Ziolkowski on the
birth of their son, Héron Ziolkowski,
on October 23rd.
At the November dinner-meeting the Bird Club celebrated long time member Mary Silling’s 99th birthday.
Mary has been attending bird club meetings for years.
She enjoys the various presentations because “there
are so many interesting things in this world!” In honor
of her 99th, Mary was presented with a beautiful bouquet and a cake which was enjoyed by all. ~ Jean
Wheeler
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Some Dues Are Past Due

Field Trip Reports

Some of you still have not paid your
dues for the 2015-16 membership
year. Members not paid by February 1 will be removed
from the membership list at both the state and local
level. Since the next newsletter will come out after February 1, THIS IS THE LAST NEWSLETTER YOU WILL GET
if you don't renew your membership. If you have any
questions about your renewal, please contact Eric Vangrin at evangrin@msn.com or 443-417-7219

Owl Prowl
October 31
Fourteen owl fanatics from three states rendezvoused in
Darlington for a Halloween Night Owl Prowl along the remote, bucolic roads of eastern Deer Creek Valley. At our second stop by the Churchville Test Area, the action started
with the sound of a Great Horned Owl occasionally hooting
in the distance. A couple of miles to the east along Glenville
Road, we were treated to a Barred Owl who passed over our
heads a couple times before landing on a large tree limb,
giving everyone great views. At the dead end of West Wilkinson Road, we uncovered a pair of Eastern Screech-Owls
who made plenty of noise but stayed hidden in the forest.
Another screech-owl called near the Susquehanna State
Park campground entrance. Our last stop yielded our sixth
and final owl of the night, a Barred Owl who entertained
everyone for several minutes with great looks and plenty of
“Who-cooks-for-you-all” calls. ~ Dave Webb

2015 Rock Run Christmas Bird Count
The 52nd annual Rock Run Christmas Bird Count will
take place on Sunday, December 27th, 2015. This event
is centered around Susquehanna State Park and covers
a 15-mile circle spreading inland around the lower Susquehanna River and upper bay in both Harford and Cecil Counties. Sponsored by the National Audubon Society, information about the count, it’s history, previous
years’ results and a photo gallery can be found at
http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count . The
Rock Run CBC is an excellent opportunity for Harford Bird Club members to
have fun and build friendships while contributing to
one of the largest scientific databases concerning bird
populations. At the end of the afternoon, count participants may gather to warm up with good food and tales
of the day’s adventures. Whether you are veteran participant or a first-timer, become a citizen scientist and
participate in this year’s Rock Run CBC. Register today
by e-mailing the HBC Count Coordinator Rick Cheicante
at rickcheicante@cs.com.

Sweet Air
November 21
A beautiful sunny morning was enjoyed by five club members with a walk through fields and edge habitat at this
sprawling section of Gunpowder State Park in Baldwin. Fox
Sparrows were nice to see and hear, and Eastern Towhees
called loudly and some flashed their bright tails. We noted a
variety of raptors, including juvenile and adult Bald Eagles,
and all the local woodpecker species except Red-headed.
Even though some of the regular residents were missed, it
was still a great day to be out enjoying nature, and we tallied 31 species. ~ Susan Hood

2016 Mid-Winter Count
The 2016 Mid-Winter Bird Count is scheduled for Saturday, January 23rd. The Mid-Winter Count is a bit more
flexible than the Christmas Count in that you can bird
anywhere you wish in Harford County! Feeder counts
are welcome! Contact the coordinator Rick Cheicante
at rickcheicante@cs.com to let him know where you
will be counting to avoid overlap. Have fun, stay warm
… and good birding!
Tom Congersky and Mark Johnson, manning HBC table
of photos and artifacts at Conowingo Eagles Day (14
Nov. 2015).
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Fall has been pretty quiet this year. Maybe winter will be better. This report covers the period from October 1st through November 30th, 2015.
Geese, Ducks, Hawks
DK saw 4 Cackling Geese at Turney’s Pond (near Harford
Creamery Rd) on Oct 22nd. He said that 3 appeared to be a
family group. He also saw 3 there on Nov 14th. DL
reported 6 Gadwall, 24 Ring-necked Ducks, and 2 Lesser
Scaup at Lakeside Business Park on Nov 22nd. He counted
12 Gadwall, 2 Ring-necked Ducks, and 11 Hooded
Mergansers there on Nov 29th. SH saw 3 Cooper’s Hawks
harassing a Red-tailed Hawk in Fallston on Oct 10th.
Cranes, Sandpiper, Gulls, Woodpeckers
MLH saw and photographed 3 Sandhill Cranes in
Aberdeen on Nov 14th. MoH saw and photographed a
Pectoral Sandpiper at Swan Harbor on Oct 29th. MH
reported a first cycle Iceland Gull at Conowingo Dam on
Nov 28th. Several others saw and photographed this bird.
DK saw an immature Red-headed Woodpecker near
Harford Creamery Rd on Nov 16th. He saw 2 there on Nov
27th. SH had 2 Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers at her Fallston
yard on Oct 15th.
Ravens, Thrushes, Warblers
DW saw 2 Common Ravens over his Webster Village
home on Nov 22nd. SH had a Hermit Thrush at the Sweet
Air section of Gunpowder State Park on Oct 19 th. RB saw
one at Bosely Conservancy on Nov 29th. She also saw a
Gray Catbird, several Cedar Waxwings, and some Yellowrumped Warblers. TH found an Orange-crowned Warbler
at Swan Harbor on Oct 21st. SH saw her first-of-season
Yellow-rumped Warblers in Fallston on Oct 23rd. MoH
saw and photographed a Western Palm Warbler at Swan
Harbor on Oct 29th.
Sparrows, Oriole, Finches
TH saw a Vesper Sparrow at Swan Harbor on Oct 21st. DK
banded 5 Fox Sparrows at Harford Glen on Nov 17th. RB
found a Baltimore Oriole at Bosely Conservancy on Nov
29th. DK had a male Purple Finch at his Newark Farm
home on Nov 23rd. He also saw 3 Pine Siskins at his feeder
there on Nov 14th.
Contributors
DK- Dennis Kirkwood, DL- Dave Larkin, DW- Dave Webb,
MH- Matt Hafner, MLH- Michelle Leftridge Hash, MoHMonroe Harden, RB- Ruth Bergstrom, SH- Susan Hood,
TH- Tim Houghton

HBC Youth Christmas Count
On Jan. 16 at 8 AM, Ruth Bergstrom will conduct the
2nd annual HBC Youth Christmas Count at Swan Harbor
Farm in Havre de Grace. Each participant, accompanied
by an adult, will be part of a small birding team headed
by an experienced birder. Each team will record the
number of bird species spotted along a pre-determined
route. All teams will tally their results, and add the data
to eBird inside the center. Age groups 4-7 and 8-16. For
additional
information
contact
Harfordyouthbirding@yahoo.com.

Harford Youth Activities
By Ruth Bergstrom
The pontoon boat ride for youth was on one of the
coldest and windiest days of October. Despite the
weather, twelve birders were treated to some nice
birds on Otter Point Creek and the Bush River. About
150 Double-crested Cormorants were fishing, Ruddy
Ducks were spotted in a few places near the Mallards
and Canada Geese. Soaring above were Bald Eagles, a
Red-tailed Hawk, and Turkey and Black Vultures.
Twenty species were seen in all, and two participants
became new fans of boating!
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

December 27 (Sunday) –
Christmas
Bird
Count.
Contact Rick Cheicante for
details
(410-803-2712;
rickcheicante@cs.com).
January 1, 2016 (Friday) – Perryman Area. Celebrate the
New Year/recover from New Year’s Eve by birding the always
productive Perryman area with leader Phil Powers (410-6794116 or birdsinmd@verizon.net). Meet at the Rt. 40
Aberdeen Wal-Mart parking lot at 8:30 AM.
January 9 (Saturday) – Feeder Tour. Join our annual feeder
tour to visit the private homes of a few of our members to
survey avian visitors to their bird feeders. While the birds
enjoy some of their favorite foods, tour guests will also have
the opportunity to enjoy some breakfast goodies.
Reservations required. Details will be announced closer to
this date via e-mail and on the HBC website
(www.harfordbirdclub.org).
January 16 (Sat.) - Gull/Eagle Watch – Fisherman’s Park,
Conowingo 8:30 AM. Dave Webb leads this morning’s survey
from Fisherman’s Park just below the Conowingo Dam on
the Harford County side of the Susquehanna. Sightings could
include Bald Eagles, various gulls,
waterfowl, and perhaps some prospect
for a Golden Eagle. Contact Dave at
porzana@comcast.net or 410-939-3537.
January 23 (Sat.) - Mid-winter Count – Contact the local
compiler, Rick Cheicante to participate in this opportunity to
measure birdlife abundance in our area. Feeder counters are
especially welcome. rickcheicante@cs.com or 410-803-2712.
February 6 (Sat.) - Bradenbaugh Flats/Soup Event – Meet at
Jarrettsville Elementary School parking lot at 8:00 AM.
Dennis Kirkwood leads us on a pleasant tour through NW
Harford County’s agricultural area to find wintering field
birds and waterfowl. Expect Horned Larks, Ring-necked
Ducks, and maybe Cackling Geese, Lapland Longspurs and
Snow Buntings. The trip ends at the leader’s house with hot
soup, breads, and good conversation. Contact Dennis at
newarkfarms@gmail.com or 410-692-5905.
February 13 (Sat.) - Cape May/Lewes Ferry –Journey to
Southern New Jersey in search of winter residents and
strays. Possible targets include Eurasian Wigeon, Orangecrowned Warbler, Harlequin Duck, both Common and King
Eiders, Great Cormorant, plus many others along the
Delaware Bay and Cape May coastlines. In the afternoon we
will take the 2:30 PM run of the Cape May - Lewes Ferry
where all three scoters can be expected in addition to
Northern Gannet, Common and Red-throated Loon, and a

shot at potential pelagic birds as well. The birding trip is free
but the ferry charges $27 for car and driver and an additional
$8 per additional adult ($51 for a car full of four adults).
Contact
Russ
Kovach
for
more
information,
Russell.kovach@gmail.com or 443-386-4787. Meet at the
Havre de Grace Park and Ride (155/I-95) at 6:00 AM.
February 21 (Sun.) - Loch Raven – Meet at 7:30 AM at the
Park and Ride on Rt.152 just north of Rt.147 near Fallston.
Dave Larkin and Phil Powers are co-leaders of this walk
through the Loch Raven watershed. Enjoy the rich habitat of
Baltimore’s premier watershed for wintering migrant
songbirds, waterfowl, and raptors. Contact them at
larkin3001@comcast.net
or
410-569-8319
/
birdsinmd@verizon.net or 410-679-4116 for Phil.
February 27 (Sat.) - Havre de Grace Promenade – Meet at
9:00 AM in the Tydings Park parking lot by the Promenade
Grill. Colleen Webster and Sue Procell are the leaders for this
morning stroll on the boardwalk along the water’s edge to
look for waterfowl. This will be followed by an
optional lunch afterwards at the Laurrapin
restaurant. Contact Colleen at 410-459-4577 or
cwebster@harford.edu (calls and emails
welcome, no text messages, please.) or Sue at
procellmd@gmail.com or 443-417-4919.
March 5 (Sat.) - Harford Waterfowl Tour – Meet at 6:45 AM
at the McDonalds on Rt. 40 in Edgewood. Trip leader, Dave
Webb, will guide you to local open water locations that often
produce sightings of Surf Scoter, Redhead, Long-tailed Duck
and Northern Shoveler. Beginners interested in learning the
basics of waterfowl identification and experienced watchers
searching for rarities will enjoy this morning trip to the
Gunpowder River and to the Havre de Grace waterfront.
Scopes are helpful, although not necessary. Dress warmly
and bring photo ID for entrance to APG. Contact Dave at
porzana@comcast.net or 410-939-3537 for more
information.
March 12 (Sat.) – Swan Harbor Farm Park – Meet at 8:00
AM at the parking lot adjacent to the Agricultural Education
Center at the end of the driveway. Leaders are Josh Emm
and
Tom
Gibson.
Contact
them
at
apistopanchax@gmail.com
or
410-937-6790
/
gibsonlld@aol.com or 410-734-4135. This Harford County
gem with three impoundments, a commanding view of the
Bay, wooded trails, and open fields has
developed into a fine location for a broad
spectrum of bird life including waterfowl,
marsh species, raptors, and sparrows.
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Support Our Raffle Sponsors
The following businesses generously donated prizes
for the raffle at the last meeting. Please patronize
them and thank them for their support of the club.

Go Green
If you are receiving a paper copy of this
newsletter, you can help the bird club
save money and paper by getting the
newsletter by email. If you would like to
change your method of receiving this
newsletter, please send an email to Les
Eastman at les@birdtreks.com

POSTCARD FROM ARIZONA
By Wrenderings Editor Les Eastman

Happy Holidays
from Arizona
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Harford Bird Club
January Meeting
"South Africa Adventure"
by

Amanda Koss & Joe Subolefsky
Friday, Jan 15th, 2016
Social Gathering 6:15, Snacks, Soft Drinks, and Camaraderie
Business Meeting 7:00 PM
Free for all… bring a friend!
(If Harford County schools are closed for the day or close early, the meeting will be postponed until Jan 22nd.)

Location: Churchville Presbyterian Church
2844 Churchville Road
Churchville, MD 21028

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
2068 Brandy Drive
Forest Hill, MD 21050

Mail To:
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