Volume 29 Number 2

October, 2015

President’s Perch
The Extinction Crisis
Surely it is safe to say that the Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) would be a high flyer on
every member's list of nature's most melodious songsters. Each year, these rusty-headed
migrants arrive in Maryland around mid-April, and quickly settle into our moist, mixeddeciduous forests. There they stake out their territorial claim by site fidelity, and/or by
singing their bold, individualized medley of elegant, complex songs. If you live within earshot
of an active territory, you get to enjoy and delight in the "ee-oh-lay" preludes, the fluty,
high-pitched flourishes, and the intermittent staccato of "whit, whit, whit" and "bup, bup,
bup" notes. According to our check list for Birds of Harford County, the Wood Thrush is
regarded as common during spring, summer and fall, and so, we tend to take their
abundance for granted. However the USGS Breeding Bird Survey shows their population
numbers have declined by approximately 2% every year since 1966. That is an alarming 64%
decrease in population size during the past 50 years. Peter Marra, who heads the
Smithsonian's Migratory Connectivity Project was recently quoted by Audubon Magazine
(Sept. - Oct. 2015) as saying: he fears the Wood Thrush will be "the next Passenger Pigeon."
That is a gut-wrenching statement, and yet one more wake-up call that global extinction of
species is coming home to roost. The causative agents of extinction (loss of habitat, global
warming, feral cats, window collisions, toxic waste, pollution, etc.) are largely anthropogenic.
Left unchecked, they will continue to disrupt vital ecosystems, sapping the joyful stir of life
from them, and replacing it gradually with an insidious vacuum of moribund silence. To
determine where Wood Thrush are dying, Peter Marra, his team of technicians, and 27
volunteers from Audubon's International Alliance Program (North Carolina's Forsyth
Chapter) collected a sampling from Wood Thrush populations, and banded them with the
latest generation of geolocator tracking tags. Two tags, retrieved this spring, revealed that
the banded birds had wintered in the Maya mountains of Belize. Based on that information,
it is apparent that efforts are needed to protect that habitat of Central America, and also the
corridors joining both ends of the bird's migratory route. How to achieve that objective is the
dilemma. E.O. Wilson, professor emeritus at Harvard University, and twice a Pulitzer Prize
winner for literature, is the most renowned evolutionary biologist of our time. He links the
fact that forests are being cut wholesale everywhere including Central America, with the
"inconvenient truth" that extinctions are accelerating. His most recent book Half-Earth: Our
Planet's Fight for Life, due to be published in March 2016, presents his answer to preventing
the imminent disaster. It is a well-constructed, partially tested, radical idea of a world
reorganized so that humans occupy half of the planet's landmass, preserving the other half
as human-free zones in which nature and its endangered species can thrive, and avoid
extinction. I will be among the first in line to read his book looking for effective ways to
invest our time, talent, and resources. ~ Robert J. Werrlein
"We would stand a better chance of survival if we accommodated ourselves to this planet,
and viewed it appreciatively instead of skeptically and dictatorially." ~ E. B. White
Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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November Dinner Meeting

Bird Droppings

Our next club meeting will be on Friday, November 6
beginning at 6:15 PM with a delicious turkey dinner
prepared by the members of the
Churchville Presbyterian church. This
is a great event to invite friends and
family to as we share in the bounty
of the harvest season. A business
meeting will follow at 7:15 along with our traditional
raffle. If you can't make the dinner, please come for the
meeting and program. And, at 8:00 p.m. our program
takes us 1170 km west off the coast of Ecuador to explore an archipelago that changed
the world of scientific thinking.
The "Galapagos Islands: Enjoying
Their Evolutionary Diversity with
National Geographic"- an islandhopping view of the unique animals, plants and places as seen
through the camera lens of President Bob Werrlein, and a National
Geographic video of the trip's dayto-day outings. Reservations are
necessary. For more information,
contact johen24@gmail.com
The reservation form is on Page 7.

Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary Madeline Lovera at 410-879-6098 or email to lovebluebird206@gmail.com.
Meet Mary Murray
Mary Murray is our newly appointed Education Chairperson, and the newest member of our HBC Executive
Board. She is a highly regarded, former K-5 teacher
who joined the faculty at Prospect Mill Elementary
School in 1994. In 2000, she became a "gifted and talented specialist" with an itinerant schedule of service
to gifted students in four Harford County Schools. Under her direction, students were challenged with research projects dealing largely in environmental issues.
She returned to teaching at Prospect Mill from 20032014 where she started "The Early Birds Club" - a still
thriving club for young birders. In 2014, she started a
second bird club at Meadowvale Elementary in Havre
de Grace that has grown in size to 50 kids. She is a perfect fit for this position.
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Club Member Barbara Saffir Publishes a Book
About Touring Washington, DC

Membership Dues Are Due
Annual membership dues are now overdue for the Harford Bird Club year from September 1, 2015 through
August 31, 2016. If you have not yet renewed, the
membership form was included in the August issue of
Wrenderings or you can print it off the web site at
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20CO
UNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf. Please contact Eric Vangrin at evangrin@msn.com or 443-417-7219 if you
have any questions about your renewal. Please fill out
the form, enclose your check made payable to HARFORD COUNTY MOS and mail it to Eric. We would like
to have all dues paid by December 31, 2015

Think you know Washington, D.C.? Have you stumbled
upon D.C.’s “secret” tax-free shopping? Want to learn
how best to snag a visit to the White House or one of
Washington’s 171 embassies? Do you know where
some Supreme Court justices like to dine?
In Walking Washington, D.C., author and insider Barbara J. Saffir gives the low-down on all this and much
more as she leads urban adventurers on 30 self-guided
tours that blend culture, nature, newsy tidbits, and
plain old fun. In addition to serving up the revitalized
capital’s beloved cultural icons, this first-of-its-kind D.C.
guidebook also treats readers to a yummy buffet of
lesser-known fun facts that bring the city alive. From
the majestic monuments of the National Mall and the
magical historic district of Georgetown to the colorful
neighborhoods of Adams Morgan, U Street, Penn Quarter, and D.C.’s coolest new riverfront neighborhoods,
this Metro-friendly guide is an indispensable road map
for visitors and Washingtonians alike.
Part of Wilderness Press’s award-winning Walking series, Walking Washington, D.C. is a must for inquisitive
urban adventurers, whether they’re locals discovering
their city with fresh eyes or visitors who are in town for
a few days and seeking a truly authentic D.C. experience.
With clear maps depicting each walk, parking and public-transit info, in-depth walk descriptions paired with
concise route summaries, and points of interest keyed
to each walk, there’s no better way to discover the Nation’s Capital than on foot with this guide.
Barbara says
she has sprinkled
birds
throughout
the book, including
the
Snowy
Owl
that visited a
couple of winters ago.

Harford Bird Club: Answering the Call
In late August, Rachel Hebert (teacher-naturalist at
Ladew Topiary gardens) e-mailed an "11th-hour" request for help. Could we prepare a "Show-and-Tell" exhibit for the Ladew Annual Children's Day event called
"Feathered Friends?" With only 3 weeks to prepare,
Ruth Bergstrom, Mary Murray, Mark Johnson, and Bob
Werrlein invested time, energy and expertise into a collaborative production that might excite youthful avian
interest. On "the Day" (an overcast and drizzly Sept. 12)
approximately 360 damp but undaunted parents with
children explored the various Ladew exhibits. At ours,
Mary and Ruth applied their well-honed teaching skills
to instruct visiting children about feather architecture.
They introduced topics like preening, oiling, and used
optical magnification to show feather ultrastructure,
and to help explain aerodynamic lift, all done in "kid
speak" (of course). With a mist net, ground traps, and
strings of different-sized government bands, Mark
demonstrated the complex methods and beneficial reasons for bird banding. Using an HBC poster borrowed
from Joe & Mel Stevens, mixed sets of North American
bird prints, and an illustrated book of bird songs, Bob
demonstrated how bird song and field guides help people locate, identify and enjoy birds in the field. As a bonus for visiting our HBC exhibit, each attendee got a
small prize, and each family got one chance to win (in a
post-event drawing) a handsome, homemade bluebird
nest box constructed by Mary's father. At 3 p.m. the
rains poured down forcing us to "pull the plug" on an
abbreviated, but otherwise successful outing. Thank
you Rachel for inviting us. ~ Bob Werrlein
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Fall is here, and that means migration. We did not get many rare birds so far, but keep looking; they are out there. This report covers Harford County bird sightings from August 1st
through September 30th, 2015.
Bitterns, Herons, Falcons
PV saw 2 American Bitterns at Swan Harbor on Aug
2nd. One was well hidden, but the other was visibly
standing in an open puddle. TH found a Least Bittern
there on Aug 6th, along with 2 Little Blue Herons. One
appeared to be injured. It acted erratically and did not
fly away initially, but it eventually left. RB found adult
and juvenile Black-crowned Night-Herons at Bush River
Park on Sep 27th. She also saw a Peregrine Falcon
there. DL, PL, and MM saw one at Swan Harbor on Aug
16th.
Rails, Sandpipers, Owls
TH found a Virginia Rail at Swan Harbor on Aug 3rd. MJ
saw an American Coot at Lapidum on Aug 10th. He
noted that this was an unusual time to see coots. TH
saw 7 Greater Yellowlegs, 9 Solitary Sandpipers, 1
Semipalmated Sandpiper, and 10 Least Sandpipers at
Swan Harbor on Aug 6th. DPH had a juvenile Spotted
Sandpiper at Conowingo Dam on Sep 10th. DB had
Barred and Great Horned Owls near her home in Street
throughout September. MoH also heard one of each
near his home in Havre de Grace on several days in
August.
Woodpeckers, Flycatchers, Vireos, Crows, Thrushes
TH had 2 Hairy Woodpeckers and a Swainson’s Thrush
at Susquehanna State Park on Sep 25th. DP saw a very
active Pileated Woodpecker near her home in Street
on Sep 27th. TH saw single Willow Flycatchers at Swan
Harbor on Aug 3rd and 6th. TC found a Philadelphia
Vireo at Eden Mill on Sep 13th. DW was surprised to
see a flock of 143 Fish Crows fly in to the trees near the
parking lot at his work site on APG. They flew in as a
big group but left in smaller groups, allowing him to
count the total number. DB noted that she still had a
Gray Catbird at her birdbath in Street.
Warblers, Tanagers
TH saw 3 Northern Parulas, 3 Magnolia Warblers, 1
Black-and-White Warbler, 6 American Redstarts, and 2
Common Yellowthroats at Susquehanna State Park on
Sep 25th. He also saw several Yellow Warblers at Swan
Harbor on Aug 3rd and 6th. TC had 3 Cape May

Warblers at Eden Mill on Sep 13th. DB heard a Scarlet
Tanager in the trees near her home in Street on Sep
27th.
Contributors
DB- Debbie Bowers, DL- Dave Larkin, DPH- DebraPepper Hennig, DW- Dave Webb, MJ- Mark Johnson
(Aberdeen), MoH- Monroe Harden, MM- Mark
Magnani, PL- Peter Lev, PV- Pat Valdata, RB- Ruth
Bergstrom, TC- Tim Carney, TH- Tim Houghton.

Natural History Society of Maryland Hosts
Nature Book Sale
The Natural History Society of Maryland (NHSM), a
local non-profit organization exclusively devoted to
exploring and preserving Maryland’s natural treasures,
will be hosting a Nature Book Sale on Saturday,
October 31 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at its headquarters
(6908 Belair Road, Baltimore 21206). Their discounted
‘Pay by the Box’ sale will take place Saturday, October
31 from 2 -3 p.m. Members are invited to the preview
sale on Friday, October 30 from 5 – 8 p.m.; individual
memberships can be bought at the door for $25.
There will be hundreds of science and nature-themed
books, magazines, journals and pamphlets from the
1800s to the present for sale. NHSM has maintained a
scientific library since the 1920s when their
organization formed as an offshoot of the Maryland
Academy of Sciences. They are currently streamlining
their library collection to better utilize space at their
headquarters. Many ornithological resources will be
available for purchase.
Reading levels vary from general interest to highly
technical. Most items will be priced to sell ($2); rare
and antique books will be priced individually. It will be
a great opportunity to discover one-of-a-kind finds, as
well as STEM education resources. All proceeds will go
directly towards establishing a state natural history
museum in Maryland.
For more information, visit their book sale website at
http://marylandnature.org/book-sale/, or send a
message to nhsm@marylandnature.org.
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

October 17 (Saturday) – Rocks State Park. Spend the
morning on the trails of this Deer Creek woodland to
enjoy the late fall avian spectacle. Gather at the ranger
station parking lot on Rocks Chrome Hill Rd. at 7:30 AM.
The leaders are Mark Magnani (410-838-1778;
mwmagnani@gmail.com) and Rachel Hebert (443-2998384; hebert.rachel2@gmail.com).
October 25 (Sunday) – Bombay Hook. Meet at the 155/95
Park and Ride at 7:00 AM for a fall visit to one of the East
Coast’s best sites for shorebirds and waterfowl. The coleaders
are
Dave
Larkin
(410 -569-8319;
dlarkin@towson.edu) and Phil Powers (410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net).
October 31 (Saturday) – Evening Owl
Prowl. Join Dave Webb (410-939-3537;
porzana@comcast.net) in search of
some nocturnal birds of prey. Meet at
Darlington Elementary School (2119
Shuresville Road) at 7:30 PM.
November 14 (Saturday) – Wildcard Waterfowl Tour.
A chance to search a variety of spots to see the many
species of waterfowl that use our waterways. Contact
the leader Dave Webb (410-939-3537;
porzana@comcast.net) for details and Matt Addicks;
maddicks13@gmail.com.
November 21 (Saturday) – Sweet Air section of
Gunpowder Falls State Park. Explore a variety of trails
that meander among pines, deciduous woods, open
fields, and riparian habitats. Meet at 8:30 AM in the
Dalton-Brevard Rd. parking area west of Routes 165 &
152.
The leader is Susan Hood (410-937-7552;
susanjhood@comcast.net).
November 29 (Sunday) – Conowingo Dam Eagle
Watch. Meet at 8:00 AM at Fisherman’s Park below the
dam. Expect more than 100 Bald Eagles and possibly a
Golden Eagle (along with some buzzards). There will
also be waterfowl and early winter songbirds. Contact
leader
Dennis
Kirkwood
(410-692-5905;
newarkfarms@gmail.com) for more information.
December 5 (Saturday) – Delaware Coast. Meet at the
155/I-95 Park and Ride at 6:30 AM. This trip will visit
several hotspots along the Delaware Bay for wintering
specialties. Contact leader Russ Kovach for further
details (443-386-4787; russell.kovach@gmail.com).

December 12 (Saturday) – Harford Waterfowl and
Wildcard. – Join Mark Johnson as we canvas the
southern portion of the county for waterfowl and
“whatever else” is happening in the area. Hopefully,
there will be a rarity that is not too far and worth going
for. We will start from Swan Harbor Farm Park and go
from there. Meet at the Route 152 and I-95 park-n-ride
at 7:30 AM or at Swan Harbor at 8:00 AM. Call Mark at
410-692-5978 for the what and the where.
December 27 (Sunday) – Christmas Bird Count. Contact
Rick
Cheicante
for
details
(410-803-2712;
rickcheicante@cs.com).
January 1, 2016 (Friday) – Perryman Area. Celebrate
the New Year/recover from New Year’s Eve by birding
the always productive Perryman area with leader Phil
Powers (410-679-4116 or birdsinmd@verizon.net).
Meet at the Rt. 40 Aberdeen Wal-Mart parking lot at
8:30 AM.
January 9 (Saturday) – Feeder Tour. Join our annual
feeder tour to visit the private homes of a few of our
members to survey avian visitors to their bird feeders.
While the birds enjoy some of their favorite foods, tour
guests will also have the opportunity to enjoy some
breakfast goodies. Reservations required. Details will
be announced closer to this date via e-mail and on the
HBC website (www.harfordbirdclub.org).
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Field Trip Reports
Bombay Hook
July 19
Three of us made the trip to Bombay Hook on a rather
hot and humid July day. Our first stop was Woodland
Beach where we found a nice collection of shorebirds
(the fall shorebird migration had clearly started). At the
entrance road to Bombay Hook we spotted some
movement in a recently plowed field and were rewarded with excellent views of Horned Lark. The rest
of the trip was spent at Bombay Hook where we had a
number on interesting birds which included Clapper Rail, Tri-colored
Heron, Least Bittern and good looks at
a Ruff. Overall fifty-six (56) species
were recorded for the trip. ~ David
Larkin.
Ma and Pa Trail
September 7
On a gorgeous calm, clear morning, nine birders
strolled from Annie's Playground in Fallston towards
Bel Air in search of migrants. The first exciting birds
were very low in the hedgerow: a bright Yellowthroated Vireo whose wing-bars even looked yellow,
and a young White-eyed Vireo with dark eyes. Our 3rd
vireo of the day was Warbling Vireo further down the
path. A flash of bright blue feathers flitting about was
finally identified as an adult male Indigo Bunting
morphing into soft brown plumage. A vivid orange bird
high up in the back of a tree surprised the group as a
male Baltimore Oriole still in breeding plumage. A
Least Sandpiper fed on the mudflats of the drained
pond near Tollgate Road, three Cedar Waxwings foraged on the ground, Eastern Wood-Pewee and
Eastern Kingbird were flycatching, Chimney Swifts
soared high overhead, and
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds fed on jewelweed.
The only definite warbler species was Common Yellowthroat, though there were a couple individuals that escaped unidentified. The usual residents were seen and
heard, and many young Gray Catbirds and Northern
Cardinals were still begging for handouts from their
parents. Our final tally was 43 species. ~ Susan Hood

Susquehanna State Park
September 26
A lovely day for walking, and 8 of us had a good time at
SSP, seeing some nice birds on what I think would be a
typical fall day at this location. We set initial goals of 5
warbler species and 40 total species, and we exceeded
both, if not by much: 44 species total, 6 warbler species.
Some of the birds we saw were Wood Duck, Sharpshinned Hawk, Osprey, Ruby-throated Hummingbird,
Hairy Woodpecker, White-eyed Vireo, Black-andwhite Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Northern Parula, American
Redstart, Black-throated Green
Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, and Scarlet Tanager
Already looking forward to SSP in the spring--what's the
matter with me! Lots to see before then. ~ Tim Houghton

Birds Along the Roadside
by Debbie Bowers, Conservation Chair
This time of year, as we begin our commute on increasingly dark mornings, ground-feeding birds that are
feeding on weed seeds, etc. along the edge of the road
are at great risk. The types of birds will change during
migration, but many birds will feed along the edge of
the road. Look for them and slow down, as birds are
blinded by the lights and seem to have trouble getting
out of the way. If I am on a country road with no other
cars around I will turn off my lights for a second or two
if there are a lot of birds in or along the road. This helps
them greatly, because they will all fly out of the way
when I do this. I have seen dead birds in the road during this period of
increasing
darkness during commute time. Birds
cannot always get
out of the way, so
slow down, at least
dim your lights,
and give them an
extra "brake."
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Support Our Raffle Sponsors
The following businesses generously donated prizes
for the raffle at the last meeting. Please patronize
them and thank them for their support of the club.

Go Green
If you are receiving a paper copy of this
newsletter, you can help the bird club
save money and paper by getting the
newsletter by email. If you would like to
change your method of receiving this
newsletter, please send an email to Les
Eastman at les@birdtreks.com

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace,
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, October 30th, 2015 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $13.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _________________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
November Dinner Meeting
"Galapagos Islands: Enjoying Their Evolutionary Diversity with
National Geographic"
by

Bob Werrlein
Friday, November 6th, 2015
Dinner - 6:15 PM, General Meeting 7:15 PM
Location: Churchville Presbyterian Church
2844 Churchville Road
Churchville, MD 21028

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
2068 Brandy Drive
Forest Hill, MD 21050

Mail To:
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