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President’s Perch
If you are taking time to read this introductory message, I thank you. It is
good to share this moment of executive transition. For me, it is an exhilarating
moment. It transcends the obvious change in personnel, and begins a seamless
fitting of old and new operating styles. Our ideas and visions for the future of the
Harford Bird Club (HBC) are bound by a common purpose, i.e., to engage people of
all ages in the active enjoyment of learning about birds, their habitats, behaviors,
ecosystems, conservation, and survival. To some degree, most of us are already
invested in that delightful pursuit. In large part, we do it for our own pleasure. We
have garden flowers and back yard feeders for hummingbirds; platform-, groundand cage-feeders for seed-eating passerines, doves, (& of course: squirrels,
chipmunks, raccoons); peanut and suet cages for woodpeckers, jays, nuthatches,
titmice, chickadees; we build nest boxes and fly-through feeders for Tree Swallows
and bluebirds; thistle feeders for finches; martin houses, owl boxes - (you name it,
we've got it). We tolerate the occasional accipiter (Sharpie, Cooper’s, Redshouldered hawk) but wish they would dine on House Sparrows, cowbirds and
grackles instead of cardinals, doves and Red-bellied Woodpeckers. We hold feral
cats in contempt because they kill over 3 billion birds each year. We despair at the
motivation of some politicians like Cory Gardner (R-CO) and Mike Lee (R-UT) who
recently proposed amendments to a National Defense Bill that would prevent
Endangered Species Act (ESA) protection for the Greater Sage-Grouse and the
Lesser Prairie-Chicken. These threatened species depend on the energy-rich
sagebrush prairie for their existence. They are not our backyard birds but, we care
about their good stewardship, and we want our elected officials to care. We come
from different backgrounds, but we share the same planet, and together we are
responsible for conserving its natural beauty and common heritage. According to
Audubon magazine (Sept.-Oct. 2014) there are 314 bird species on the brink of
extinction from global warming. The list of other factors that threaten survival of
birds is staggering. On June 10, Kurt Schwarz, the Conservation Chair for the MOS
issued an "Action Alert" from the American Bird Conservancy asking the birding
community to "weigh in" on the issues threatening ESA protection for the Greater
Sage-Grouse and Little Prairie-Chicken (sent under separate cover). I will keep you
aware of such issues because our ranks are full of caring, enthusiastic birders, and a
fair number of highly qualified, world-class birders who can and should raise their
voices in defense of avian conservation. See you at the Aug. 29 picnic.
Happy Trails and Happy Birding.
Bob Werrlein
Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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Plan Ahead!


Annual
Club
Picnic,
August 29 at The Eden
Mill Nature Center



MOS Board Meeting
hosted by Washington
County Chapter, August
29



Fall
Bird
September 20



Nov 6 – Dinner Meeting
at
Churchville
Presbyterian Church

Count,

Harford Bird Club Annual Fall Picnic

Bird Droppings

Welcome autumn at the
Club’s Annual Fall Picnic on
Saturday, August 29th. For
the sixth year in a row, the
picnic will be held at the Eden
Mill Nature Center. We will
provide pit beef, corn on the
cob, baked beans, crab soup,
and watermelon. We would appreciate if you would
bring a side dish or dessert to add
some variety to our menu. We also
ask that you bring a beverage of your
choice. The cost is $10.00 for adults
and $5.00 for children 16 or under.
The address is 1617 Eden Mill Road, Pylesville, MD
21132 for those who want to use Google Maps or a GPS
to find the best way from their home.
The picnic starts at 1:00 PM; food will be served at 2:00
PM.
The Reservation Form is on Page 7.

Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Madeline Lovera at 410-879-6098 or email to lovebluebird206@gmail.com.

Welcome!
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following
new members. Thank you for
joining... we look forward to
seeing you out there on our
birding trips and at our meetings!
JOHN, JULIE, JOHN JR., REBECCA, AND BRADLEY RINKER
of ABERDEEN
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Ruth Bergstrom
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ruthb22@yahoo.com
Tom Congersky
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Dennis Kirkwood
410-692-5905
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Meeting
Trivia
Question
Dick Harple
410-879-5419
dickharple@gmail.com
common Harford
County bird has never
been seen outside the 48 states?
LesWhat
Eastman
410-688-1214
les@birdtreks.com
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Harford Youth Activities
By Ruth Bergstrom
The Bluebird Brigade at Harford Glen ended the season
with a bumper crop of 13 fledged chickadees which is
high compared to previous years. Other boxes fledged
seventeen Tree Swallows, nine Eastern Bluebirds, and at
least 5 House Wrens. This past cold winter was especially hard on bluebirds in the Mid-Atlantic because
they were vulnerable to exposure and starvation. We
found one dead male bluebird on our trail, but some
trails reported many more. The North American Bluebird
Society reported a loss of 70% of the Eastern Bluebird
population during the coldest winter season on record
from November 1978 to March 1979 - all the more reason to protect and monitor our local populations.
I'd like to thank Mary Murray for all her help during the
season. A shout out also goes to these wonderful youth
monitors: Adeline, Luke, Jack, Laura, Nick, Aiden, Drew,
Olivia, Collin, Connor, and Nathan. I hope to see you
next year on the trail!
By the way, if your school is interested in forming a bird
club or needs a speaker or field trip leader, please contact our School Bird Club Advisor, Mary Murray, at
murraymary@gmail.com.

It's Time to Pay Your Dues
Dues are now due for the club year from September 1,
2015, to August 31, 2016. The membership form is included on page 4 or you can print it from the web site at
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/pdfs/HARFORD%20CO
UNTY%20BIRD%20CLUB.pdf. Please fill out the form, enclose your check made payable to HARFORD MOS and
mail it to our Treasurer, Eric Vangrin. We would like to
have all dues paid by November 1. You may pick up your
membership card at the November meeting or they will
be mailed to you. *Please do not send dues with the
picnic reservation form.* Thank You.

Vacation Reports
If you traveled over the summer and
had any good birding experiences,
please write a concise report of a
couple of paragraphs for inclusion in
the next newsletter. Please send
them
to
Bob
Werrlein
at
we2.rein@gmail.com or Les Eastman
at les@harfordbirdclub.org.
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HARFORD BIRD CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
It’s time to renew your membership for the 2015-2016 membership year. To renew your Harford
Bird Club and MOS membership, please detach this page and mail completed form along with
check to:
Eric Vangrin
1100 Barkley Place
Bel Air, MD. 21014
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Membership Year - September 1, 2015 - August 31, 2016
( ) Individual $33.00
( ) Sustaining $63.00
( ) Life (see below)
( ) Household $39.00
( ) Junior $10.00
OR
Memberships for those who are either members of another MOS Chapter or are
MOS Life Members.
( ) Individual $13.00
( ) Household $19.00
Please indicate your MOS membership status:
( ) MOS Life Member (After 9/1/90)
( ) Member of ______________ MOS Chapter
________________ AMOUNT ENCLOSED (Make Checks payable to Harford County MOS)
( ) New Harford Bird Club Membership*
( ) Renewal
Please give names below as they should appear on the membership list.
Married couples should give both names.
Name ________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Street & # _____________________________________________________________________________
City, State _____________________________________________________________________________
Zip Code __________________
Telephone _________________________________________
Email Address __________________________________________________________________________
( ) Check here if this is a new address, phone number or email
( ) Check here if you object to having your name, address, and phone number listed in the state directory.
( ) Check here if you would like to receive your Harford Chapter newsletter by email.
*If a new member, how did you find out about the Harford County Bird Club?
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
An "Individual" membership is anyone 18 or older.
A "Junior" membership is someone younger than 18 whose parents are not members (i.e., not part of a household
membership)
A "Household" membership is all persons residing at the same address. (A student who is away at school and wants
publications mailed to the school address must be in the Individual class.)
Life Membership dues are: State $1000.00 and Chapter $300.00.
New life memberships have the option of paying $11.00* per year chapter dues in lieu of the $300.00 lump sum.
Life memberships effective prior to September 1, 1990, are exempt from any further chapter dues payment.
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
It has been a quiet birding summer here in Harford County. Either the birds are hiding out or
the birders are traveling to exotic lands. This report covers Harford County bird sightings
from June 1st through July 31st, 2015.
Turkeys, Loons, Herons, and Ibis
BW saw a female Wild Turkey in his Forest Hill yard on
June 15th. This was the first he has seen there in 33
years. BM saw a late Common Loon near APG-South
(Edgewood) on June 10th. PV had 6 Great Egrets and 3
Green Herons at Swan Harbor on July 18th. TC
counted 12 Great Egrets, 2 Snowy Egrets, and 5 Little
Blue Herons there on July 25th. AB found
4 Tricolored Herons there on July 15th.
SH saw a juvenile Black-crowned NightHeron while canoeing in the Perryman
area on July 16th.
LKH saw and
photographed a White Ibis flying over
western Harford County on July 5th.
Kites, Hawks, Cranes, Terns, and Cuckoos
KG saw an immature Mississippi Kite flying over his
Jarrettsville home on June 10th. SH found a nest with
an adult Cooper’s Hawk and its chick in Fallston on
June 30th. BC saw a Sandhill Crane flying to the
southwest over Bel Air on June 28th. BM counted 4
late Caspian Terns at APG-South on June 10th. GRP saw
and photographed a Yellow-billed Cuckoo eating
caterpillars in Edgewood on July 29th.
Flycatchers, Vireos, Ravens, Warblers, and Orioles
BW had a Great-crested Flycatcher chasing other birds
around his yard in Forest Hill through most of the
summer. SH saw and heard a singing White-eyed Vireo
along with a Brown Thrasher from her canoe near
Perryman on July 16th. JS reported a family of 3
nesting Common Ravens at a private location near
Havre de Grace on July 12th. KS saw and
heard a singing Blackpoll Warbler at
Swan Harbor on June 6th. SH saw and
heard a Prothonotary Warbler along the
trail near Conowingo Dam on July 21st.
She also had adult and baby Ovenbirds in her Fallston
yard on July 7th. PV saw a male Common Yellowthroat
at Swan Harbor on July 18th. SH heard a male
Baltimore Oriole singing an atypical song in Fallston on
June 28th. On July 17th, she found a nest with 2 adult
Baltimore Orioles feeding a juvenile.

Contributors
AB- Andy Beiderman, BC- Bill Collins, BM- Barry Marsh,
BW- Bob Werrlein, GRP- Glenn Randers-Pehrson, JSJoe Subolefsky, KG- Kevin Graff, KS- Kurt Schwarz, LKHLani King Hyde, PV- Pat Valdata, SH- Susan Hood, TCTim Carney

Trinidad and Tobago
Several members of the Harford Bird Club took a trip to
Trinidad and Tobago in June. Here are a few photos
from that trip. ~ Les Eastman

Elaine Beery holding Leather-back Turtle hatchling

Purple Honeycreeper
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

August 22 (Sat.) Harford County Shorebird Search.
Explore several Harford County shorelines to see a variety
of shorebirds and waterfowl. Beginners interested in
learning the basics of shorebird identification and
experienced watchers searching for rarities will enjoy this
morning trip. Meet at 8:00 AM at Tydings Park in Havre de
Grace. For more information contact either co-leader:
Dennis
Kirkwood
(410-692-5905;
newarkfarms@gmail.com) or Josh Emm (410-937-6790;
apistopanchax@gmail.com).
August 29 (Sat.) Susquehanna State Park. Explore the
park for early migrant warblers with leader Josh Emm
(410-937-6790; apistopanchax@gmail.com ). Meet at 7:00
AM at Rock Run Mill.
September 7 (Monday) – Ma and Pa Trail. Explore the
southernmost segment of this popular trail, walking from
Annie’s Playground towards Tollgate Road and back.
Diverse habitat along the way supports a variety of birds.
Meet leader Susan Hood at the parking lot on Smith Lane
off Connolly Road in Fallston at 7:00 AM. (410-937-7552;
susanjhood@comcast.net).
September 12 (Saturday) – Tydings Park Kayak Trip.
Enjoy an evening on the upper Bay with Colleen Webster
and Sue Procell as your guides. Waterbirds, shorebirds,
gulls and terns can be expected. Bring your own boat and
meet at the boat launch in the park at 5:00 PM. Contact
Colleen (cwebster@harford.edu; 410-459-4577) for
information.
Sept. 19 (Saturday) – “Big Sit.” Matt Hafner (410-9713203; hafner.matt@gmail.com) is the organizer of this
new event. Details will follow via e-mail and the HBC
website (www.harfordbirdclub.org).
Sept. 20 (Sunday) – Fall Bird Count. Contact Rick
Cheicante
for
details
(410-803-2712;
rickcheicante@cs.com).
Sept. 23 (Wednesday) – Eden Mill/Falling Branch Trail
Walk. Dennis Kirkwood is the leader for this 2-mile walk
which begins at 7:30 AM. Meet at the Eden Mill Nature
Center pavilion parking lot off of Eden Mill Road. Contact
Dennis for further information at (410-692-5905;
newarkfarms@gmail.com).
Sept. 26 (Saturday) – Susquehanna State Park. Visit this
ornithological treasure trove to marvel at the resident
populations embellished by the fall migrants. Leader is
Tim Houghton (thoughton@loyola.edu; 410-510-7504).
Meet at the Rock Run Mill on Stafford Road at 8:00 AM.

Sept. 27 (Sunday) – Turkey Point. We will meet at 7:00
AM at the Havre de Grace Park and Ride at the junction of
Route 155 and I-95. The view from Turkey Point peninsula
during the southern migration of raptors and other birds is
spectacular. The North East River on the northwest side,
the Chesapeake Bay to the south, and
the Elk River to the east funnel the flocks
right overhead in a concentrated flow. It
is prime viewing for birders and a prime
view of the headwaters of the bay. Phil
Powers will be leading this trip (410-6794116; birdsinmd@verizon.net).
October 3 (Saturday) – Swan Harbor Farm Park. This
preserved area near the upper bay
provides prime habitat for waterfowl,
song birds, and marsh and field birds.
The field trip begins at 7:30 AM at the
parking lot at the end of the driveway. Contact leaders Josh Emm (410937-6790; apistopanchax@gmail.com) or John Gallo (410459-0584; jcgallo29@gmail.com) for further information.
October 11 (Sunday) – Cromwell Valley Park. Expect
surprises during late fall migration at this Baltimore
County park. Meet at 7:00 AM at the park and ride on
Fallston Rd. (Rt.152) just north of Harford Road (Rt. 147).
The co-leaders are Dave Larkin (410-569-8319;
dlarkin@towson.edu ) and Phil Powers (410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net ).
October 17 (Saturday) – Rocks State Park. Spend the
morning on the trails of this Deer Creek woodland to enjoy
the late fall avian spectacle. Gather at the ranger station
parking lot on Rocks Chrome Hill Rd. at 7:30 AM. The
leaders
are
Mark
Magnani
(410-838-1778;
mwmagnani@gmail.com) and Rachel Hebert (443-2998384; hebert.rachel2@gmail.com).
October 25 (Sunday.) – Bombay Hook. Meet at the
155/95 Park and Ride at 7:00 AM for a
fall visit to one of the East Coast’s best
sites for shorebirds and waterfowl. The
co-leaders are Dave Larkin (410-5698319; dlarkin@towson.edu) and Phil Powers (410-6794116; birdsinmd@verizon.net).
October 31 (Saturday) – Evening Owl Prowl. Join Dave
Webb (410-939-3537; porzana@comcast.net) in search of
some nocturnal birds of prey. Meet at Darlington
Elementary School (2119 Shuresville Road) at 7:30 PM.
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Support Our Raffle Sponsors
The following businesses generously donated prizes for
the raffle at the last meeting. Please patronize them
and thank them for their support of the club.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Annual Picnic Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace,
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, August 21st 2015 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $10.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $5.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _______________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
ANNUAL PICNIC
Featuring the BBQ Prowess of
Tom Congersky and Randy Robertson
Saturday, August 29th, 2015

Social Hour - 1:00 PM

Eating Time - 2:00pm - Please bring a side dish or salad - Bird Walk to Follow!
Location: Eden Mill Nature Center
1617 Eden Mill Road
Pylesville, MD 21132

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
2068 Brandy Drive
Forest Hill, MD 21050

Mail To:
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