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President’s Perch
Spring is here and somehow it seems to be arriving slower than last year!
I'm certainly looking forward to some consistently nice weather in our near future.
I've written here before that I'm more of an "Autumn" guy as opposed to a "Spring"
guy when it comes to birding, but I know that puts me in the minority. For most
birders, Spring is the peak of birding year. After a long winter, here come the
beautiful, colorful warblers, newly arrived in the United States and ready to tease
birders by singing from the tip tops of trees. There are definitely aspects of birding
that I love that I associate exclusively with Spring. I've listed some of my favorite
below and be ready to share some of yours at the next meeting!
Only in Spring
 Going to see displaying American Woodcocks is absolutely a signifier of Spring's
arrival to me.
 Little Gulls on the Susquehanna!
 Eastern Phoebe returning to our front porch.
 Hearing that first "spew" call of a gnatcatcher in early April.
 Seeing my first Chimney Swifts over Baltimore as I drive home from work. They
are a joy to watch all summer long.
 Yellow Palm Warblers with their little red caps. Yes, we see them in the Fall, but
they are outnumbered by Western Palms and just look spectacular right now.
 Blue-winged Teal, my favorite duck. Again, they come through in the Fall, but
it's not the same.
 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and Indigo Buntings at my feeder. Only happens in
May, never in the Fall. I love it!
 Hearing thrushes and other birds migrating overhead at night. Unfortunately, I
can't hear many over our house now, but it was a formative part of my birding
experience in high school and college.
 Big Days! I've done May Big Days most years I've been birding and it never fails
to be one of the most fun days of my year.
So what did I miss that you just love about Spring? What's your favorite
warbler to see in May? Where's your favorite place to bird? Hooded Warbler and
Swan Harbor for me!
See you in the field! ~ Matt Hafner

Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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May Dinner Meeting,
May 1. Harford Glen



MOS Annual Conference,
May 15-17, Hagerstown,
MD



July Social. Date TBD.



Annual
Club
August 29

Picnic,

Pizza Dinner Meeting May 1

Bird Droppings

Join us for the club’s next gathering on Friday, May 1
when we enjoy an encore of last year’s highly successful
pizza dinner meeting. The meeting will again take place
at Harford Glen (directions below), and the menu will
consist of a variety of pizzas, fresh vegetables and dip,
and beverages. The gate opens at 6 PM and dinner will
be served promptly at 6:30 PM. The business meeting
will start at 7:00 PM.
At the meeting we will welcome Scott McDaniel of the
Susquehannock Wildlife Society who will be introducing
the club to the society and talk about what they doing
around the county.
Directions to Harford Glen. From MD 24 between Bel Air
and Constant Friendship, turn southwest onto Wheel
Road. Drive 0.9 miles to entrance gate. Continue for another 0.2 miles, and turn left to enter parking area beside dining facility.

Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary
Madeline Lovera at 410-879-6098 or email to lovebluebird206@gmail.com.

Welcome!
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following new members. Thank you for joining... we look
forward to seeing you out there on our birding trips and
at our meetings!
RACHEL HEBERT of PYLESVILLE
JEAN JOHNSON of HAVRE DE GRACE
SHERRY MAXWELL of BEL AIR
TIM CARNEY of BALTIMORE
DAVID & LAURIE DAWSON of ABERDEEN
SHANNON LANE ROGERS of BEL AIR
HEATHER FLOWER-ROGERS of BEL AIR

Harford Bird Club Executive Board
President
Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Field Trip Chairperson
Bird Count Coordinator
Dinner Reservations
Public Relations
Education Chairperson
Conservation Chair
Youth Coordinator
State Board Members
Webmaster
Wrenderings Editor

Matt Hafner
410-971-3203
hafner.matt@gmail.com
Mark Magnani
410-838-1778
mwmagnani@gmail.com
Jane Scocca
410-272-8870
jane@scocca.org
Madeline Lovera
410-879-6098
lovebluebird206@gmail.com
Marjie Heagy
410-557-9485
msheagy@zoominternet.net
Dennis Kirkwood
410-692-5905
newarkfarms@gmail.com
Tom Gibson
410-734-4135
gibsonlld@aol.com
Rick Cheicante
410-803-2712
rickcheicante@cs.com
Johanne Henrickson 410-836-8889
johen24@gmail.com
Vacant
Madeline Lovera
410-879-6098
lovebluebird206@gmail.com
Deborah Bowers
410-692-2708
bowerspub@hotmail.com
Ruth Bergstrom
443-752-1967
ruthb22@yahoo.com
Tom Congersky
410-658-4137
jnjtcon@zoominternet.net
Randy Robertson
410-273-9029
r.christian.robertson@gmail.com
July
Meeting
Trivia
Question
Dick Harple
410-879-5419
gharple@comcast.net
common Harford
County bird has never
been seen outside the 48 states?
LesWhat
Eastman
410-688-1214
les@birdtreks.com
2

Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Our snowy late winter added some color (white, mostly) to our fields, lakes, and woods.
Birds in or near their breeding plumage prior to migration also added color to the area. This
report covers Harford County bird sightings from February 1 st through March 31st, 2015.
Geese, Ducks
MH saw 2 Barnacle Geese near Kidd Road in Fallston on
Feb 1st. This was the same place they were seen last year.
There were also several Cackling Geese nearby. DK saw
60 Snow Geese flying over the Bradenbaugh Flats on Mar
12th. MJ found 3 on a pond near Kidd Road the next day.
DK also reported that Turney’s Pond continued to host
small numbers of Cackling Geese this winter.
TC saw several Canvasback and Redhead ducks at Swan
Harbor on Mar 7th. TH counted 8 Redheads there on Mar
13th, along with at least 50 Wood Ducks, 5 Gadwall, 4
American Wigeon, 70 Northern Pintail (flying by), 40
Green-winged Teal, 60 Canvasbacks, and 40 Ruddy
Ducks. MH saw a mixed flock of Greater and Lesser
Scaup near Lapidum on Feb 7th. On Mar 9th, MJ counted
13 White-winged Scoters and 7 Long-tailed Ducks on the
river near Lapidum. JE saw a White-winged Scoter in the
bay near Swan Harbor on Mar 11th. Others saw it there
on Mar 12th and 13th. TH saw 2 at Lapidum on Mar 27th.
He also noted several Red-breasted Mergansers.
Grebes, Hawks, Falcons, Rails, Woodcocks
MH found a Red-necked Grebe at Lapidum on Feb 7th. TH
saw 2 Horned Grebes and a Red-necked Grebe there on
Mar 27th. One Horned Grebe was in breeding plumage
while the other was still showing its non-breeding colors.
AT reported an Osprey at Mariner Point Park on Mar 9th.
Other reports followed, including one seen by CT at Otter
Point Rd on Mar 21st. SS saw a Cooper’s Hawk attack the
smaller birds at her home feeder in Jarrettsville on Feb
19th. On Feb 16th, JG and DL saw a light morph Roughlegged Hawk at Swan Harbor. TH saw an American
Kestrel there on Mar 13th and a Merlin on Mar 27th. He
also heard Virginia Rails on those two days.
AT counted 5 American Woodcocks at the Edgewood
Home Depot on Mar 9th. JE saw and heard one peenting
at Swan Harbor on Mar 11th. DW and BM counted 12
during their hike around the Edgewood area of APG on
Mar15th, while RK noted that he had one calling near his
Darlington home during the week
of Mar 21st. CT also had 2 at the
Edgewood Home Depot on Mar
21st.

Gulls, Owls, Ravens, Thrasher
JE and MJ found a Little Gull over the river near Lapidum
on Mar 20th. One or two were seen several times there
through Mar 24th. AB, DLi, and HM saw a Black-headed
Gull there on Mar 24th. On the 27th, BM found a Little
Gull among about 1000 Bonaparte’s Gulls over the river.
MJ saw 2 Little Gulls and 2 Black-headed Gulls over the
Susquehanna Flats area on Mar 29th.
DK saw the resident Eastern Screech Owl at his farm in
northern Harford County on Feb 17th and Mar 30th. SH
saw a Great Horned Owl on the ground in a Fallsmont
yard on Feb 5th. She later found it there dead. BW heard
a Barred Owl calling in the woods in Forest Hill on Mar
27th. DB had 2 calling near her home in Street on Mar
31st. JE saw a Common Raven fly by at Swan Harbor at
sunrise on Mar 11th. SS saw a Brown Thrasher at her
feeder in Jarrettsville on Feb 19th.
Pipits, Sparrows, Blackbirds, Siskins
DK found an American Pipit on the Bradenbaugh Flats on
Feb 17th. TC had 2 at Perryman and 3 at Swan Harbor on
Mar 7th. TH saw an American Tree Sparrow at Swan
Harbor on Mar 13th. He also had 1 at Harford Glen on
Mar 23rd and 3 again at Swan Harbor on Mar 27th. DK
saw a brightly colored Lapland Longspur on the
Bradenbaugh Flats on Feb 17th. TC found 2 in Perryman
on Mar 7th. JE also saw 2 at Swan Harbor on Mar 11th.
Several others saw them there through Mar 13th.
TH saw a Rusty Blackbird in fall plumage at Sweet Air on
Feb 3rd. TC had one at Perryman on Mar 7th, while DL saw
one at Lakeside on Mar 8th. TH counted at least 36 in a
flock at Swan Harbor on Mar 27th. BW hosted several
Pine Siskins at his feeder in Forest Hill. He had 2 on Feb
21st and up to 14 on later days. The group was present
through Mar 31st.
Contributors
AB- Andy Beiderman, AT- Anita Tyler, BM- Barry Marsh,
BW- Bob Werrlein, CT- Cathy Tingler, DB- Debbie Bowers,
DK- Dennis Kirkwood, DL- Dave Larkin, DLi- Dave
Littlepage, DW- Dave Webb, HM- Hugh McGuinness, JEJosh Emm, MH- Matt Hafner, MJ- Mark Johnson
(Aberdeen), SH- Susan Hood, SS- Susan Stiles, TC- Tim
Carney, TH- Tim Houghton
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Harford Youth Birding
The Early Birds leaned all about bird banding from Phil
Powers during their March meeting. Using "Penn" the
tennis ball, Phil demonstrated how birds fly into the nets
and are carefully taken out to be banded. We learned
the not-so-fun birds to band were chickadees and cardinals, that you have to be careful not to damage a bird's
tongue when untangling the bird from the net, and that
banding is never done in cold, wet weather. The young
birders spotted 14 species on their walk after the presentation.

Each year the Izaak Walton League of Pylesville invites
youth to build bluebird boxes. Deb Mosley monitors the
bluebird trail at the league's property with her family,
and this year helped with the short presentation and
box-building.

Two more new pairs of binoculars were purchased for
the Harford Youth Birders thanks to a generous donation
from Deb Mosely, and special pricing from Wild Birds
Unlimited of Abingdon.
The Bluebird Brigade is beginning Saturday April 11 watch the harfordyouthbirding.org website for monitoring dates through fall. And please save the date of Saturday, June 13th, for the Breeding Bird Count for Kids at
Swan Harbor Farm.

4

Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson

April 18 (Sat.) – Harford Glen. Meet at the Glen (west
end of Wheel Rd) at 7:30 AM. We will begin this tour
with sightings from the parking lot, then proceed to
survey the triple riparian habitats of Atkisson Reservoir,
the faster flowing Winter’s Run, and the Plumtree Run
tributary. The woodland trails and open meadows offer
great opportunities for good birding. Ruth Bergstrom
(443-752-1967; ruthb22@yahoo.com) will be leading our
trip.
April 24 (Fri.) – Jerusalem Mill. Visit this appealing
stretch of the Little Gunpowder River marking Harford
County’s western border. Meet at the mill on Jerusalem
Rd. (off Rt.152) at 7:30 AM. Leader is Phil Powers (410679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net).
April 25 (Sat.) – Susquehanna State Park. An ideal time
to enjoy emerging wildflowers, early migrant songbirds,
and lingering winter visitors. Meet at the parking area at
the confluence of Deer Creek and the Susquehanna River
just north of Rock Run Mill at 8:30 AM. The leaders are
Colleen Webster (410-459-4577; cwebster@harford.edu)
and Sue Procell (443-417-4919; procellmd@gmail.com).

May 9 (Sat.) – Statewide May Count. Help Harford
County contribute to this important data collection day
and monitor migration throughout our locale. Contact
the coordinator, Rick Cheicante (410-803-2712 or
rickcheicante@cs.com) for assignments.
May 15 (Fri.) – Swan Harbor Farm Park. Join an
evening trip to try for a glimpse of the elusive Yellow
Rail and whatever else can be found. Meet at the
parking lot adjacent to the Agricultural
Education Center (near end of
driveway) at 6:00 PM. Contact leader
Josh
Emm
(410-937-6790;
apistopanchax@gmail.com ).
May 15, 16, 17 – MOS State Convention. Annual
convention is located in Hagerstown this year. See
separate listing of trips and events posted by MOS.
May 23 (Sat.) – Perryville Park Kayaking Trip. Trip
leaders are Colleen Webster and
Sue Procell. Trip will begin at 8:00
AM . Bring your own kayak; no
rentals avilable. Contact Colleen
(cwebster@harford.edu; 410-4594577) for further details.
May 23 (Sat.) – Ladew Gardens Nature Walk. Join Dr.
Dennis Kirkwood and Rachel Hebert (HBC member and
Ladew staff member) from 8:00-10:00 AM. They will
explore the beautiful grounds of the Gardens in search
of colorful spring migrants as they arrive and remaining
winter birds just before they depart. NOTE: Ladew
Gardens charges $5 to members and $15 for nonmembers. The fee includes admission to the facility for
the day. Advanced reservation and payment is
required. CONTACT Sue Myers, 410-557-9570, ext.213
or smyers@ladewgardens.com.
May 25 (Mon., Memorial Day) – Hidden Valley. Leader
Dennis
Kirkwood
(410-692-5905;
newarkfarms@gmail.com). will lead this trip to the
aptly named Hidden Valley area with a beautiful stand
of mature hemlock and a sparkling stream. Carpooling
encouraged because parking is limited. Meet the
leader at 7:00 AM at the parking lot at the northern end
of Madonna Road where it crosses Deer Creek.

April 29 (Wed.) – Cromwell Valley Park. Take an avian
excursion through this Baltimore County preserve sure
to score well with spring migrants. The leaders are
veterans
Phil
Powers
(410 -679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net) and Dave Larkin (410-5698319; dlarkin@towson.edu). Meet at the commuter lot
on the west side of Rt.152 ( Fallston Rd.) just north of
Rt.147 (Harford Rd.) at 7:00 AM.
May 2 (Sat.) – Seventh Annual Epic Birding Contest.
(Inclement weather date, Sun., May 3) The first six of
these contests have each been a real hoot (although we
haven’t had an owl, yet)! So, make room on your
calendar to join us at Susquehanna State Park.
Beginners and accomplished birders are welcome We’ll
meet at the Rock Run Mill at 6:30 AM for team
selection and rules review. The contest will end at
11:30 AM.
A rally celebration will occur at
approximately 12 noon at the Laurrapin Grille in Havre
de Grace. Family members and others are welcome to
join the contestants for the celebration. Coordinators
are Tom Gibson (410-734-4135: gibsonlld@aol.com)
and
Sue
Procell
(443-417-4919
or
procellmd@gmail.com ).
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May 30 (Sat.) – Susquehanna State Park. Catch the last
of the migrating warblers along with resident flycatchers
and Orioles. Look for some nesting warblers as well.
Meet in the parking area of the Mill at Rock Run at 7:30
AM. Contact leader Tim Houghton (410-510-7504;
thoughton@loyola.edu ) for details.
June 6 (Sat.) – Conowingo Trail. Join us for a leisurely
walk along this two mile stretch of the Susquehanna
River. Meet at the Fishermans’ Park parking lot where
you will spot Black Vultures and possibly see a nesting
Peregrine Falcon on the dam face. The walk on the edge
of the river should yield some orioles and possibly
nesting warblers. Meet at 7:30 AM. The leaders are
Susan Hood (410-937-7552; susanjhood@comcast.net)
and Russ Kovach (russsell.kovach@gmail.com; 443-3864787).
June 12 (Fri.) – Jerusalem Mill. Look for nesting birds
along this appealing stretch of the Little Gunpowder
River marking Harford County’s western border. Meet
at the mill on Jerusalem Road (not far west of Rt.152) at
8:00 AM. Accompany leader Phil Powers (410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verizon.net ) as he scours this attractive
habitat for avian nests.
June 14 (Sun.) – Evening Kayak Trip. Meet at the
Tydings Park launch ramp at 5:00 PM for a pleasant and
leisurely paddle in the Havre de Grace area. Expect
herons, Osprey, eagles, ducks and geese and lots of
babies, though none flying yet. There will be no rentals
available at this hour so you will need to bring/arrange
for your own vessel. The leaders are Colleen Webster
(410-459-4577; cwebster@harford.edu ) and Sue Procell
(443-417-4919; procellmd@gmail.com ).
June 20 (Sat.) – Harford Glen. Meet at the Glen (west
end of Wheel Rd.) at 7:30 AM. The tour will begin with
sightings from the parking lot then proceed to scout the
triple riparian habitats of Atkisson Reservoir; the faster
flowing Winter’s Run; and the tributary, Plumtree Run.
The woodland trails, varied water habitats and some
open meadow offer great opportunities for good birding,
including the possible sighting of a pair of Great Horned
Owls.
Ruth
Bergstrom
(443 -752-1967;
ruthb22@yahoo.com ) will be leading our trip.
July 10 (Fri.) – Beginning Birders. Phil Powers will lead a
group of beginners through Harford Glen, a beautiful
valley with streams, wetlands, forested hills and
meadows. The trip will begin at 8:00 AM. Contact Phil at
410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net for more details.
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Field Trip Reports
Lapdium Little Gulls
March 28th!
Six very cold birders joined Mark Magnani and I at
Lapidum early in the morning on Saturday March 28th to
search through gulls on the Susquehanna. When we
arrived there were no gulls to speak of, but within a few
minutes, flocks of Bonaparte's Gulls began flying north
low along the water. Right as people were arriving, we
had 2 Little Gulls in a flock of Bonie's. Then came
another. Then it got really cold! The fourth Little Gull of
the day came by quite close and actually hung out for a
few minutes. Great looks were had by all who stayed
through the cold. By this time we were down to just 4 of
us, but we had killer looks at 5 (at least!) more Little
Gulls! It was easy to be distracted by the Little Gull
excitement, but we did see some other great birds on
the river like Red-necked Grebe and 2 White-winged
Scoters. There were also thousands of Tree Swallows
over the river with a few Northern Rough-winged
Swallows and Purple Martins, first of the season for us.
It was a great trip and hope we can repeat it next year!
~ Matt Hafner

2014 Awards
The Harford Bird Club gave out their 2014 annual awards
at the March Meeting.
2014 Birder of the Year award to Ruth Bergstrom for her
generous contributions to the Youth Birding Program.
2014 Volunteer of the Year award to Jerry Strickroth for
your many years of dedicated assistance banding birds.
2014 Lister of the Year award to Josh Emm for achieving
and annual list of 231 species of birds in Harford County.
2014 Birds of the Year award to John Gallo and Swan
Harbor Farm for providing habitat attracting rare birds
all year long. This last award was given because nearly
every possible bird we came up with was seen at Swan
Harbor! The award contained photos of Yellow Rail,
Clapper Rail, Western Kingbird, Yellow-headed Blackbird,
and Greater White-fronted Goose, all great rarities seen
by many at Swan Harbor in 2014!

FREE BLUEBIRD BOXES!

Support Our Sponsors

Top-of-the-line, hand-crafted bluebird boxes are available for free from Jack Beyer. Please contact Mary
Murray murraymary@gmail.com to order. Specifications
and pictures available. Yes, they are really FREE!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace,
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, April 24th, 2015 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $7.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $4.00 each)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _______________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
May Meeting
Susquehannock Wildlife Society
by
Scott McDaniel
Friday, May 1sh
Pizza Dinner - 6:30pm - General Meeting time 7:00pm
Location: Harford Glen Environmental Education Center
502 West Wheel Road
Bel Air, MD

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
2068 Brandy Drive
Forest Hill, MD 21050

Mail To:
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