
 

  

President’s Perch 
It's finally Spring! Seemed like it would never come! I hope everyone is 
enjoying the recent warm weather and has gotten out to see a few new 
arrivals. I've spent most of my outside time in the yard, but it's been very 
nice.  Chipping Sparrows are trilling, Eastern Phoebes have come back to our 
porch, and swallows are hunting over the fields across the street. 

One of our local Spring (and Summer) gems, Susquehanna State Park, has 
become a must-bird destination for Maryland birders. For good reason too! 
Seventeen species of warbler nest in or near the park and 13 species can be 
found between the Picnic Area and the mouth of Deer Creek. Not to mention 
it's a pretty sweet place to witness migration! Warblers are often the draw of 
Spring migration, but Susquehanna has vireos, orioles, flycatchers, and 
tanagers to add song and color to your morning as well. I know that most of 
you know this already, but sometimes we can take for granted places that 
are close to us. We want more exotic because we've been to Susquehanna 
so many times. 

When I was a teenager, I met other young birders from around the country 
and they talked about Cerulean Warbler as if it was mythical. I received 
letters from Cornell and Audubon discussing the plight of Cerulean Warbler. I 
wondered how that could be; they nest 20 minutes from my house! In the 
last 15 years, Ceruleans have disappeared from several sites around 
Maryland, even with little or no noticeable change in habitat. Here in Harford 
County, we might have the easiest place to see Ceruleans in the state! 

My point is not that everyone should go birding at Susquehanna (though you 
should a few times!), but that Harford County has some pretty cool areas. 
There might even be some areas that we don't know about just yet, or 
maybe something interesting to be discovered at a well known location. I 
hope everyone sees lots of migrants this Spring and don't forget about the 
Second Annual June Challenge! Information on that can be found later in the 
newsletter. 

See you in the field! 

~ Matt Hafner 
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Club News? 
Have news the club should know about? Births, 
deaths, marriages, or any other notable events that 
belong in the newsletter? Please contact Corre-
sponding Secretary Madeline Lovera at 410-879-
6098 or email to loveblebird206@gmail.com. 

Welcome! 
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the 
following new members. Thank you for joining... we 
look forward to seeing you out there on our birding 
trips and at our meetings!  

TED JANES & MARY SPETH of BEL AIR 
LORETTA McGRAW of WHITE HALL 

ASHLEY PELLETIER of BEL AIR 
CHRISTIANA WOZNIAK of BEL AIR 

 
Congratulation to Jane Scocca on the birth of a 
grandson, Joseph Rudolph Scocca, on March 11 at 
6:45 PM. 

 
 
 
 

Pizza Dinner Meeting May 2 
Join us for the club’s next gathering on Friday, May 
2 when we enjoy an encore of last year’s highly suc-
cessful pizza dinner meeting. The meeting will again 
take place at Harford Glen (directions below), and 
the menu will consist of a variety of pizzas, fresh 
vegetables and dip, and beverages. The gate opens 
at 6 PM and dinner will be served promptly at 6:30 
PM. The business meeting will start at 7:00 PM.  

At the meeting we will welcome Joyce Browning of 
the Harford County Extension Service who will show 
us how to get more birds into our yards by "Feeding 
and Housing Birds the Natural Way, Using Indige-
nous Trees & Shrubs." Bring your questions about 
native trees, shrubs and plants.  

Directions to Harford Glen. From MD 24 between 
Bel Air and Constant Friendship, turn southwest 
onto Wheel Road. Drive 0.9 miles to entrance gate. 
Continue for another 0.2 miles, and turn left to en-
ter parking area beside dining facility. See map at 
www.gmap-pedometer.com/?r=3611133.  

 

 

July Meeting Trivia Question 
What common Harford County bird has never been seen outside the 48 states?  
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2013 Annual Awards Presented 
The Harford County Bird Club gave out its annual awards 
at their March meeting. 

2013 Birder of the Year was given to Tom Gibson for the 
promotion of birding through organizing the club field 
trips for the last several years. 

2013 Volunteer of the Year was given to both John Ire-
land and Elaine Beery for their work with our raffle. John 
consistently donates birdseed to the raffle and Elaine 
has organized the raffle for the last few years. 

2013 Rookie of the Year was given to up and coming 
teen birder Matt Addicks. Matt presented some of his 
excellent photos to the club last summer. 

2013 Lister of the Year was given to Josh Emm who saw 
232 species in the county last year during his Big Year 
attempt. Josh gave an excellent presentation of photos 
and stories from the Big Year at our January meeting.  

We couldn't decide on a single 2013 Bird of Year so we 
had to give out multiple awards! 

The first award was given to Loretta McGraw and the 
Kirkwoods for hosting the Bullock's Oriole seen by so 
many last February. While most people saw the oriole at 
the Kirkwoods’ feeder, the bird actually spent more time 
at the McGraw house! 

The second award was given to the Hopkins Family, on 
whose farm a Snowy Owl took up residence in Decem-
ber. The family enjoyed having the owl and the hun-
dreds of birders, photographers, and curious passersby 
that stopped to see it. 

June Challenge! 
The June Challenge is an event started by the Alachua 
Audubon Society in Florida. The purpose is to get more 
people birding in the month of June, but I also feel it will 
be a great way to better understand birds in Harford 
County. Last year was the inaugural June Challenge for 
Harford County and I would call it a success! We found 
133 species during June 2013, including some lingering 
ducks like Ruddy and Bufflehead, and a few late mi-
grants like Chestnut-sided Warbler. You can see the en-
tire list from last year on our webpage: 
http://harfordbirdclub.org/June%20Challenge-new.html. 

How to participate? Go birding in Harford County in 
June! Everyone is welcome and I encourage everyone to 
get out there. Josh Emm and Matt Anthony are leading a 
June Challenge kick-off trip on June 1st where we will try 
to find some of the more uncommon breeding species in 

the county and look for a few late migrants and rarities. 
So if you go birding in June simply send your sightings to 
me (or better yet, use the club listserv and eBird!) and I 
will keep a tally of all the species reported to the county 
in June. If you see a species listed as rare or accidental in 
summer in the Harford County Checklist 
(http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/HarfordChecklist.pdf), 
please include a couple sentences on the location and 
identification. People may want to chase it! I will post 
weekly updates to the listserv on the progress and try to 
include some suggestions on where to find new species. 

Last year, we had lots of people submit sightings, but 
few people submitted their full month totals. This is all 
for fun and I hope we get a little more participation this 
year. At the end of the month, send me your list 
(hafner.matt@gmail.com) and I will publish the results.  

May Count 
The annual Spring Migration Bird Count (May Count) is 
scheduled for May 10. You can count anywhere in the 
county or report what is at your feeders. If you would 
like to participate, contact Rick Cheicante at 410-803-
2712 or rickcheicante@cs.com. 

http://harfordbirdclub.org/June%20Challenge-new.html
http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/HarfordChecklist.pdf
mailto:hafner.matt@gmail.com
mailto:rickcheicante@cs.com
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Harford Birdlife 
by Monroe Harden 

Geese, Swans, Ducks 
MH found a Greater White-fronted Goose with a flock 
of Canada Geese near Bulle Rock in Havre de Grace on 
Mar 1st.  DK saw one at Turney’s Pond in northern 
Harford County on Mar 9th.  JE counted 14 Cackling 
Geese and a Ross’s Goose among a large number of 
Canada Goose waves flying over Havre de Grace on 
March 12th.  KS saw a Cackling Goose 
in the bay near Swan Harbor on Mar 
31st.  BR saw an estimate 1000 or 
more Tundra Swans in the bay south of 
Havre de Grace on Feb 25th. 

DL saw 4 Gadwall at Lakeside on Feb 9th.  DaL also saw 
2 there on Mar 2nd.  JF found 2 Northern Shovelers at 
Swan Harbor on Mar 29th.  He also saw 2 Blue-winged 
Teal and 30 Green-winged Teal.  JE saw 3 Redheads on 
the river near Lapidum on Feb 20th.  DK had a small 
group on Turney’s Pond Feb 26th- Mar 9th.  He also 
had about 60 Ring-necked Ducks on the pond on Feb 
26th.  TH saw 3 White-winged Scoters and 2 Long-
tailed Ducks near Lapidum on Feb 12th.  Small 
numbers persisted on the river through Mar 29th.  TH 
also had 2 Red-breasted Mergansers at Lapidum on 
Feb 12th.  JE counted 15 on Feb 20th.  TD saw 2 
Common Mergansers on the Bush River on Mar 10th.   

Grebes, Hawks, Cranes 
KS had 5 Horned Grebes at Lapidum on Feb 28th.  MA 
saw one there on Mar 26th.  TH saw the first of many 
Red-necked Grebes at Lapidum on Feb 12th.  Small 
numbers continued through Mar 29th.  JE counted an 
amazing 25 near the Lantern Queen dock in Havre de 
Grace on Mar 10th. 

The first Ospreys of the season were reported by PP 
and CW on Mar 15th.  The birds were building nests in 
Belcamp and Havre de Grace.  JP saw a Rough-legged 
Hawk in Joppa on Mar 12th.  DK saw a Merlin flying 
over Turney’s Pond on Feb 26th.  JP also counted 16 
Sandhill Cranes flying over the Joppa area on Mar 18th. 

Woodcock, Gulls, Owls, Raven 
RB saw and heard a displaying American Woodcock 
near the Abingdon Library on Feb 22nd.  Others saw 

this species’ neat display from sites at the Harford 
Memorial Gardens (TH), the Edgewood Home Depot 
(DZ, others), and Patterson Mill High School (DM) 
during March.   

MA and MJ saw a Little Gull near Lapidum on Mar 26th.  
MA also saw a Black-headed Gull there.  SM had one 
there on Mar 15th.  JE saw an estimated 150 
Bonaparte’s Gulls near Lapidum on Mar 18th.  DW and 
dW found an Eastern Screech Owl in a tree hole along 
Stafford Rd on Feb 22nd.  He said this was the first time 
he had seen one this way in over 25 years of birding.  
DP saw a Common Raven flying over Lapidum on Feb 
21st. 

Swallows, Nuthatch, Warblers, Sparrows, Blackbirds 
JH saw a Tree Swallow at Swan Harbor on Feb 24th.  
BW had a Red-breasted Nuthatch at his feeder in 
Forest Hill on Feb 17th.  DW heard 2 singing male Pine 
Warblers at Broad Creek on Mar 23rd.  SH saw and 
heard a singing Field Sparrow along Laurel Brook Rd on 
Mar 28th.  She also noted that she hosted a leucistic 
Dark-eyed Junco at their feeder in Fallston for most of 
the winter.  BM found a Yellow-headed  Blackbird in 
Edgewood on Feb 5th. DZ saw one near Aberdeen on 
Feb 8th.  JG spotted one among a huge group of other 
blackbirds at Swan Harbor on Feb 20th 
and again on Mar 4th.  MA had an 
estimated 150 Rusty Blackbirds in 
Edgewood on Feb 6th.  DZ saw 6 at 
Mariner Point Park on Mar 8th. 

Contributors 
BM- Barry Marsh, BR- Bruce Russell, BW- Bob Werrlein, 
CW- Colleen Webster, DaL- Dave Littlepage, DK- Dennis 
Kirkwood, DL- Dave Larkin, DM- Deb Mosley, DW- Dave 
Webb, dW– Dan Webb, DZ- Dave Ziolkowski, JE- Josh 
Emm, JF- Jared Fisher, JG- John Gallo, JH- Johanne 
Henrickson, JP- Julio Perez, KS- Kurt Schwarz, MA- Matt 
Addicks, MaA- Matt Anthony, MH- Matt Hafner, MJ- 
Mark Johnson (Aberdeen), PP- Phil Powers, RB- Ruth 
Bergstrom, SH- Susan Hood, SM- Sean McCandless, TH- 
Tim Houghton  

I don’t know about you, but I am ready for spring and all of the incoming migrants.  Harford 
County hosted some nice birds this winter to help brighten up our birding days.  This report 
covers the period from February 4th through March 31st, 2014. 
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 April 25 (Fri.) – Jerusalem Mill.   Visit this appealing stretch 
of the Little Gunpowder River marking Harford's western 
border.  Meet at the Mill on Jerusalem Road (not far west of 
Rt. 152) at 7:30 AM.  The leader is Phil Powers (410-679-
4116 or birdsinmd@verizon.net). 

April 26 (Sat.)  – Susquehanna State Park –Birds 
and flowers. An ideal time to enjoy emerging 
wildflowers, early migrant songbirds, and 
lingering winter visitors.  Meet at the parking 
area at the confluence of Deer Creek and the 
Susquehanna River just north of Rock Run Mill at 8:00 AM.  
The leaders are Colleen Webster (410-459-4577; 
cwebster@harford.edu ) and Sue Procell (410-676-6602; 
procellmd@gmail.com). 

May 3 (Sat.) Sixth Annual Epic Birding Contest.  (Inclement 
weather date, Sun., May 4)  –  The previous 5 competitions 
have been well-attended and good fun.  So make room on 
your calendar to join us at Susquehanna State Park.  We'll 
meet at the Rock Run Mill at 6:30 AM for team selections 
and rules review.  Counting will begin at 6:45 AM and end at 
11:30 AM.  A rally celebration will occur at approximately 12 
noon at the Laurrapin Restaurant in Havre de Grace. Family 
members and others are welcome to join the contestants for 
the celebration.  Coordinators are Tom Gibson (410-734-
4135; gibsonlld@aol.com ) and Sue Procell (410-676-6602; 
procellmd@gmail.com ). 

May 10 (Sat.)  – Statewide May Count.   Help Harford 
County contribute to this important data collection day and 
monitor migration throughout our locale.  Contact the 
coordinator, Rick Cheicante (410-803-2712 or 
rickcheicante@cs.com ) for assignments.  

May 11 (Sun.) – Harford Glen. The Glen offers varied habitat 
attractive to many avian species, especially at this migration 
time. Don't miss this prime season and location for some 
great bird-watching! Join leaders Phil Powers (410-679-4116; 
birdsinmd@verizon.net) and Ruth Bergstrom (443-752-1967; 
ruthb22@yahoo.com ) at the lower parking lot at 7:00 AM.  

May 16, 17, 18 – MOS State Convention.  See separate 
listing of trips and events to be posted by MOS. 

May 24 (Sat.)Susquehanna State Park -Leader Tim 
Houghton will guide you to various hot spots depending on 
what is being seen at the time and the status of the spring 
migration.  Expect a variety of passerines/warblers as well as 
waterfowl and waders out on the river.  A few eagles should 
fly over as well.  Meet at the Rock Run Mill parking area at 
7:30 AM.  There is a limit of 15 birders so contact Tim at 
(thoughton@loyola.edu; 410-510-7504). 

May 26 (Memorial Day) Cromwell Valley Park.  Take an 
avian excursion through this Baltimore County  preserve sure 
to score well with Spring migrants. Led by veterans Phil 
Powers (410-679-4116; birdsinmd@verizon.net ) and Marian 
Rutigliano (410-828-1135; marian.rutigliano@verizon.net ).  
Meet at the commuter lot on the west side of RT. 152 
(Fallston Rd.) just north of Rt. 147 (Harford Rd.) at 7:00 AM. 

June 1 (Sun.) – June Count Kickoff.  For details on the June 
count, contact Matt Hafner.  This “kickoff” trip, lead by Josh 
Emm (410-937-6790; apistopanchax@gmail.com ) will visit a 
variety of “hot spots”.  The meeting place and time will be 
determined later.   

June 7 (Sat.) – Jerusalem Mill for Nesting Birds.   Visit this 
appealing stretch of the Little Gunpowder River marking 
Harford's western border.  Meet at the Mill on Jerusalem 
Road (not far west of Rt. 152) at 7:30 AM.  Accompany 
l e a d e r  M a r k  J o h n s o n  ( 4 1 0 - 6 9 2 - 5 9 7 8 ; 
Mark.Steven.Johnson@comcast.net) as he scours this 
attractive habitat for avian nests. 

June 14 (Sat.) - Birding After Dark.  Experience the surprises 
of nighttime birding.  Join experienced leaders Dave Webb 
(410-939-3537 or porzana@comcast.net ) 
and Colleen Webster (410-459-4577; 
cwebster@harford.edu)  for this 
nocturnal quest.  Meet at 8:30 PM at 
Swan Harbor Farms for possible rails and 
bittern.  Additional sites will be 
determined by conditions and sighting 
reports and may include APG for Whip-poor-wills and 
Susquehanna State Park for owls. 

June 21 (Sat.) - Summer Solstice Kayak Trip.  In addition to a 
pleasant and scenic paddling trip the leaders 
will seek out nesting sites to spy on baby geese, 
ducks, Osprey, Barn Swallows, Great Blue 
Heron and maybe more.  Kayakers will depart 
the Tydings Park Marina launch area at 8:00 
AM.  No kayak? Rentals are available through 
http://hdgmarinecenter.com.  The leaders are 

Colleen Webster (410-459-4577; cwebster@harford.edu ) 
and Sue Procell(443-417-4919; procellmd@gmail.com. 

June 21 (Sat.) Harford Glen – 8-9:30AM, Monthly bird walk 
for youth and beginners.  We’ll take our time walking along 
the wetlands, streams, and meadows and learn the basics of 
bird identification.  Meet at the fish pond. Binoculars are 
available to loan.  Contact Ruth Bergstrom (443-752-1967; 
ruthb22@yahoo.com ) with questions. 

Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson and Lynn Davis 

Harford Bird Club Field Trips 
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Loch Raven 
February 16 

Only the two leaders turned out for this field trip. The 
morning started cloudy and cold but quickly become a 
beautiful sunny, warm winter’s day. Loch Raven was fro-
zen solid but the water below the dam was open and full 
of ducks. The viewing conditions were perfect; the ducks 
close; spectacular views were had of Redhead, American 

Wigeon, Hooded and Common Mer-
ganser. Over 200 Redhead and over 
300 Common Merganser were pre-
sent. A combined total of ten duck, 
merganser and grebe species were 
seen. Leaving the dam, we walked in 

deep snow for several hours through the woods looking 
for woodland birds, returning exhausted to our car. It 
was a great morning of birding. 30 species were re-
corded. ~ Phil Powers and Dave Larkin. 

Swan Harbor Farm 
March 8 

Eleven birders enjoyed a beautiful sunny late win-
ter/early spring morning birding Swan Harbor Farm.  The 
impoundments did not produce much.  We did see a few 
Song and Swamp Sparrows and a few Eastern Bluebirds 
on the wires.  However, waterfowl proved to be the 
stars of the day.  Waves of low flying Tundra Swans lit by 
the rising early morning sun were among the first to 
greet us even before we left the parking lot.  A casual 
stroll down to the dock yielded fan-
tastic looks at a large raft of ducks 
seeking shelter in a nearby cove.  
Hidden among a seemingly endless 
raft of Canvasbacks were Redheads, 
Northern Shoveler, Greater Scaup, 
Northern Pintail, Mallards, and American Wigeon. The 
bird of the day was a very cooperative Red-necked 
Grebe that surfaced right next to the dock and put on 
quite a show.  A great time was had by all. ~ Tom Gibson 

Birding at Eden Mill Nature Center 
March 29 

The day's weather forecast was ominous, warning of 
cloudy, overcast skies, low 40s, and 80% chance of rain.  
However, 5 congenial and adventurous souls ignored the 
forecast, to explore the riparian and woodland trails of 
the EMNC.  We had 2.5 hours of good birding, and en-
joyed a surge of nature's springtime activity that would 

not be denied.  In all, the fresh-water marshes, streams 
and woods yielded 34 species of birds before the rains 
began at 9 a.m.  Highlights along the way included: 6 
Wood Ducks, as many Mallards, 2 Bald Eagles, 1 male 
Red-breasted Merganser, Eastern Phoe-
bes, Belted Kingfishers, several Eastern 
Towhees, high-flying Tree Swallows, 1 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 3 species of 
woodpeckers (Downy, Red-bellied, & Pileated) all forag-
ing and drumming out their territorial intentions. 

Among our non-avian highlights, an American Mink was 
spotted that darted across Beaver Run Trail w/o stop-
ping to let us enjoy a longer look at the rich chocolate-
brown color of it's fur coat.  Stops at the edge of the Big 
Branch Marsh, and at an upstream marsh along Deer 
Creek, treated us to the chorusing peeps of Spring Peep-
ers and the sonorous mating calls of male Wood Frogs.  
We even managed to locate Wood-frog spawn (egg clus-
ters) in a trailside breeding pool.  At 9:45 a.m. we were 
back at the nature center thoroughly soaked and re-
freshingly satisfied.   ~ Robert J. Werrlein 

Harford Youth Activities 

Every year the Izaac Walton League in Pylesville has a 
bluebird nest box workshop for youth. The kids first 
learned about why bluebirds need our help and about 
the other birds that might use the boxes in a short pro-
gram presented by Ruth Bergstrom. Not only did they 
get to take their new box home, but they made extras 
for the League’s own bluebird trail which is monitored 
by Deb Mosely and her family.  

Dr. Kirkwood visited the Early Birds in February to share 
experiences and photos from his trip to Trinidad and To-
bago. It was a welcome mental vacation from the cold 

Field Trip Reports 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
The Harford Bird Club Dinner Reservation Form 

Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Johanne Henrickson, 2014 Tiffany Terrace, 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 by Friday, April 25th, 2014 if you plan on attending. 

__________ Number of adults (at $7.00 each) 

__________ Number of children 16 and under (at $4.00 each)  

Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag! 

Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting. 

TEL: _______________________  Address: ______________________________ 

      ______________________________ 

      ______________________________ 

Harford Youth Activities (continued) 
winter weather. The students were fascinated as they 
heard stories about the Oilbird, Scarlet Ibis,  Chachalaca, 
and many other unusual birds.   

Bob Turner from Wild Birds Unlimited in Abingdon was a 
guest speaker in March and taught the Early Birds impor-
tant information on binoculars. They learned about de-
sign, magnification, and field of view, and were able to 
try several models. We then headed outside to practice 
around the school where we spotted many birds includ-
ing Song Sparrow, Blue Jay, Red-bellied and Downy 
Woodpecker, and Dark-eyed Juncos.  

 

 

Harford Youth Birders have formed their own Bluebird 
Brigade, and will monitor the bluebird boxes at Harford 
Glen this season.  The young monitors attended an ori-
entation at Anita Leight Estuary to learn the whys and 
hows of bluebird trails, and then went for a bird walk 
around the Estuary. We spotted many birds including 
Bald Eagle, Great Blue Heron,  Brown Creeper, and the 
newly arrived resident Ospreys. The Harford Youth Bird-
ers have binoculars to use due to a generous donation of 
25 used pairs last year by the Estuary. We recently were 
able to purchase 3 new pairs due to donations by Deb 
Mosely and the Harford Bird Club, with special thanks to 
Wild Birds Unlimited in Abingdon. 

 

Support Our Sponsors 
Volunteer of the Year John Ireland has consistently sup-
ported our raffle for years and gives bird club members a 
10% discount. 

JOHN AND LINDA IRELAND 
WILD BIRD MARKETPLACE  

OPERATING FROM: 
FOREST HILL MINI STORAGE 

16 NEWPORT DRIVE IN FOREST HILL 

SATURDAY HOURS – 10AM TO 2PM 
410 836-5000 

johnireland@zoominternet.net 

mailto:johnireland@zoominternet.net
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Harford Bird Club 
May Dinner Meeting 

If unable to deliver, please return to: 
Madeline Lovera 

2068 Brandy Drive 
Forest Hill, MD 21050 

Visit us on the web: 

www.harfordbirdclub.org 

Mail To: 
 

"Feeding and Housing Birds the Natural Way, Using Indigenous 
Trees & Shrubs."  

by 

Joyce Browning  

Friday, May 2nd 

Pizza Dinner - 6:30pm - General Meeting time 7:00pm 

Location: Harford Glen Environmental Education Center 

502 West Wheel Road 

Bel Air, MD 

 


