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President’s Perch
Since I am serving as a lame duck (species undetermined) president, it’s
time to reflect on the past two years. First, let me thank Vice-President and
President-elect, Matt Hafner, for his commitment to the Harford Bird Club. As of
July 12, Matt will become the youngest president in our club’s 60 year history and
the youngest current chapter president in MOS. Our emphasis on engaging young
birders is certainly paying off!
Matt has stated many times that the club and club members were
influential in his development into one of our country’s best birders. Spike
Updegrove, his teacher at CM Wright High School, helped kindle his interest and
involved him in many activities that showed him the breadth of the hobby while
incorporating good science into our avocation. Because of this significant
mentorship, Matt feels privileged to give back and “pay forward” for the next wave
of young birders.
As a club member, it is sometimes hard to realize how much activity goes on
behind the scenes in order to have a fun and functioning organization. Fortunately,
I have never been at a loss for assistance. So many people have stepped forward
after a phone call or email to help in everyway possible. From raffles to field trips
to baked goods to manning booths and giving presentations, our members are
constantly working on behalf of our club and the general public as we seek to share
our pleasure in being birders and nature enthusiasts.
It goes without saying that I couldn’t have served as your president without
your support and assistance. I have assured Matt that this cooperation is such a
tradition in our club, that he will have no trouble in finding help to keep our club
moving forward and growing. Please accept my thanks and admiration for the
many contributions each of you has made on behalf of birds and the people who
enjoy them.
If for some reason you feel you are on the “outside looking in,” then please
speak to Matt or any executive board member about how your talents can be
utilized. During my two years, many significant roles have changed hands and it
was amazing how quickly the new volunteers came forward and became
functional. Recently after 15 plus years of being our webmaster, Les Eastman took
a break and Dick Harple took over. After starting our youth wing, Harford Herons,
Becky Gallo stepped aside and Ruth Bergstrom is continuing this important role.
These are just two examples of many that made my job of coordination of club
activities manageable and functional.
Visit the Harford Bird Club web site at www.harfordbirdclub.org
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Fri. July 12, Annual
Summer Social at the
Maritime Museum in
Havre de Grace.
Sat. Sep 7, Annual Picnic
at Eden Mill.
Sept. 7 - MOS State
Board Meeting, place
TBD
Sept. 14 - Fall Count

I leave my office knowing that the club is in good
hands and that we will continue doing what we do best –
enjoying nature and watching birds from our backyards
to distant countries. Most of all I will continue to enjoy
my interactions with club members because they are
what make my time as a club member so enjoyable.
Thank you for the privilege of serving as your president
and thank you to all the helpers for your assistance.
Please give Matt and the new executive board your
continued support. Dennis Kirkwood

Wine and Cheese Social

Bird Droppings
Club News?
Have news the club should know about? Births, deaths,
marriages, or any other notable events that belong in
the newsletter? Please contact Corresponding Secretary,
Madeline Lovera, at 410-879-6098 or email to
mlovera30@aol.com.

Welcome!
A warm Harford Bird Club welcome goes out to the following new members. Thank you for joining... we look
forward to seeing you out there on our birding trips and
at our meetings!
Julio Perez of Joppa
Lisa Giguere of Joppa

One of our favorite events of the yearly calendar is our
annual wine and cheese social on Friday July 12, 2013.
As a change of pace and venue, we will be meeting this
time at the Havre de Grace Maritime Museum, next
door to the Concord Point Lighthouse and the Decoy
Museum. The event will begin at 6:30 pm. Our business
meeting will feature the installation of our new Best wishes to Matt and Kim Hafner on the expectation
Executive Board, elected at our May meeting. The of their first child in October.
program will be provided by new club member Bruce
Russell who also serves as the President of the Maritime
Museum. He will share the Museum’s purpose and goals
as they seek to create an environmental component to
their mission. Plenty of time will be available to socialize
and tour the museum’s current exhibits. Plan to attend
this fun and informative evening.
The reservation form is on page 7.
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Nick was presented with a backpack containing a pair
of binoculars, two bird field guides, a list of all the bird
species in Maryland, and a year’s membership to the
Harford Bird Club.

Harford Chasers
Since many club members are also active listers, they
often chase after rare birds in our area. As a way to facilitate this part of our hobby and hopefully save some
gas, the club is sponsoring an email site that allows
members to contact each other on short notice if they
intend to chase down a rarity. This list will be maintained by Les Eastman, similar to our club news sites
and our bird sightings site already in existence.
The way it will work is by sign-up only to become part
of the listserve. When you are considering chasing a
bird, you can let others on the list know and if anyone
is interested, they can respond or call. These trips
would be short-notice and would not be overnight. The
usual courtesy of sharing gas and toll costs would be
expected.
If you would like to be included in this chasers listserve,
please send a message to
subscribechasers@harfordbirdclub.org. Once you are
on the list and would like to send a message to inform
those on the list that you will be chasing a bird, send a
message to chasers@harfordbirdclub.org.
Let the twitching and chasing begin.

Youth Birding Activities
By Ruth Bergstrom

Every winter, the Izaak Walton League in Pylesville
sponsors a bluebird box building event for local children. This year, Ruth Bergstrom spoke to 20 youth
ranging from elementary to high school age about the
benefits and importance of providing homes for these
cavity nesters. The chapter’s meeting site already had
an established bluebird trail but it had not been monitored for quite a while. Harford Bird Club member Deb
Mosley and her family rose to the challenge and repaired and cleaned all the boxes to prepare them for
new arrivals. They now monitor the boxes at least
once a week and have had many bluebirds fledge and
are waiting for the second broods to begin.

Nick Spigler, a third grader at Prospect Mill Elementary
School, was recognized as Harford Bird Club’s Youth
Birder of the Year on April 18th. Nick started his love
for birds in second grade when he completed a bird
project with his teacher. He now can identify more
than 50 bird species and recognize more than 20 birds
by their song. Nick says that he likes to bird because it’s
a fun activity that he can do with his friends and family,
and he likes to see so many birds wherever he goes.
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Harford Birdlife
by Monroe Harden
Spring migration may have started slowly, but it did not disappoint. Since many of the reports this time come from two places, I will abbreviate Swan Harbor Farms as SHF and Susquehanna State Park as SSP in this report. It covers the period from March 30th through
May 31st, 2013.
Fallston home on Apr 26th. LE also saw his first of the
season on Apr 26th. AT saw one in Edgewood on May 15 th.
KP saw 2 Red-headed Woodpeckers in Pylesville on May
11th. DK saw 2 in the Bradenbaugh Flats area on May 27 th.
SH found a Least Flycatcher at Eden Mill on May 17th. DK
reported 3 or 4 Willow Flycatchers on territory near
Amoss Rd on May 27th.
Warblers
LJ found a Golden-winged Warbler at SSP on May 16th. TH
saw and heard a hybrid Brewster’s Warbler there on May
9th. He saw 2 singing Tennessee Warblers there on May
14th. He had Nashville Warblers there on May 12th and
16th. EH found an Orange-crowned warbler at SHF on Apr
7th. LJ had a Cape May Warbler at SSP on May 10th. MA
and JE saw single Blackburnian and Bay-breasted
Warblers there on May 14th. TH reported 4 Blackburnians
there that day. TC saw a Yellow-throated Warbler with
yellow lores on Apr 10th. TH had several Cerulean
Warblers at SSP on Apr 30th. He and KJ saw 10 there on
May 12th. LJ saw a Mourning Warbler at SSP on May 11th
and 16th. TH also saw it on May 16th. TH had a Wilson’s
Warbler there on May 9th and May 16th. DL and SJ saw on
there on May 10th.
Tanagers, Sparrows, Grosbeaks, Finches
RE found a Summer Tanager at SSP on May 18th. TH and
KJ saw 2 Vesper Sparrows at SHF on Apr 10th. RB had 2
White-crowned Sparrows at Harford Glen on May 9th. RC
saw a Rose-breasted Grosbeak at his Creswell home on
Apr 25th. JC reported a male Blue Grosbeak at Perryman
Park on Apr 30th. DK had a flock of over 100 Bobolinks
near Harford Creamery Rd on May 14 th. TH saw a Purple
Finch at SSP on Apr 30th. BH and SH had a Pine Siskin at
their feeder in Fallston on Apr 1 st.
Contributors
AT- Anita Tyler, BH- Bob Hood, BM- Barry Marsh, DBDebbie Bowers, DJ- Diane Jones, DK- Dennis Kirkwood, DLDave Larkin, DMW Dave and Marsha Webb, EH- Elaine
Hendricks, GF- Greg Futral, JE- Josh Emm, KJ- Kye Kenkins,
KP- Karen Phllips, LE- Les Eastman, LJ- Lin Just, MA- Matt
Anthony, MH- Matt Hafner, MJ- Mark Johnson, NR- Neil
Rothschild, RE- Richard Edden, SH- Susan Hood, SJ- Scot
Johnson, TC- Tim Carney, TH- Tim Houghton, ToH- Todd
Holden

Ducks, Herons, Egrets, Ibis
JE saw a late Redhead at SHF on May 9th along with an
American Bittern. MH heard an American Bittern flying
over his Forest Hill home on Apr 8 th. JE found a Snowy
Egret at SHF on May 8th. On May 9th he found a
second Snowy Egret and 5 Glossy Ibis there. MJ
reported flyovers by 2 Little Blue Herons and a
single Glossy Ibis at SHF on May 8th.
Kites, Eagles, Falcons, Rails, Crane
LJ saw a Mississippi Kite flying over SSP on May 16th. NR
witnessed a mating pair of Bald Eagles at SHF on Apr 5th.
DL saw 2 American Kestrels on the wires near Rt 543 west
of Rt 1 on Apr 5th. ToH saw one on the wires on Rt 543
north of Rt 22 on Apr 7th. TH had a Merlin at SSP on Apr
17th. TC heard the King Rail in the marshy impoundment at
SHF on Apr 20th. TH saw 4 Virginia Rails there on Apr 17th.
TC saw several on Apr 21st. KJ found a Common Gallinule
at SHF on Apr 21st. It was seen and heard regularly through
May 17th. DMW also saw an American Coot in the same
area on Apr 22nd. DJ’s cousin found a Sandhill Crane at a
residence in Darlington on May 14 th. LE and others saw this
bird from the road and nearby cemetery through May 16 th.
Sandpipers, Cuckoos, Owls
MH and JE saw 3 White-rumped Sandpipers at SHF on the
evening of May 17th. BM found 2 Pectoral Sandpipers
there on Apr 5th. MH and JE had one there on May 17 th.
DL saw 3 Dunlin and 3 Wilson’s Snipe there on Apr 24th.
On May 7th, JE found 2 Short-billed Dowitchers at SHF. On
May 9th, he also saw a Red Phalarope there. Several others
saw these birds before they moved on.
TC heard a calling Black-billed Cuckoo at SSP on the
evening of May 14th. TH had a Great Horned Owl at
Harford Glen on Apr 7th. He reported Barred Owls at SSP
on Apr 19th and May 3rd. DB had one throughout the
period near her Street home. MH found a Short-eared
Owl at SHF on Apr 8th.
Goatsuckers, Hummingbirds, Woodpeckers, Flycatchers
TC saw 3 Common Nighthawks at SSP on the evening of
May 14th. LE reported that the Rufous Hummingbird that
spent the winter at his feeders near SSP was last seen on
Apr 2nd. GF saw his first Ruby-throated Hummingbird at
his Joppa home on Apr 24th. This was a male; he saw the
first female there on Apr 26th. SH had her first one at her
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Harford Bird Club Field Trips
Field trip schedule compiled by Tom Gibson and Lynn Davis

June 22 (Sat.) – Anita Leight Center. Enjoy a pontoon boat
cruise on the waters adjoining the Anita Leight Estuary
Center on the Bush River seeking the abundant birdlife and
other wildlife of the area. Meet the leader Phil Powers at
the Center at 7:45 AM. The cruise will start at 8:00 AM and
end at approximately 10:30 AM. The cost is $6.00 per
person with a trip limit of 15. Advance reservations
required. Contact Phil Powers directly at 410-679-4116;
birdsinmd@verison.net ). Please do not call the Anita Leight
Estuary Center.

rarities will enjoy this morning trip. Meet at the parking
lot of Tydings Marina (HdG City Dock) at 7:00 AM.
Contact leader Dennis Kirkwood (410-692-5905;
newarkfarms@gmail.com)
August 10 (Sat.) – Hummingbird Happy Hour. Bring
your favorite snack and beverage to enjoy and share
while
watching
swarms
of
Ruby-throated
Hummingbirds. Meet at the Eastman home at 5:00 PM.
Call Les for directions and info. (410)-734-6969;
les@birdtreks.com.)
August 21 (Wed.) - Harford Glen for Nighthawks.
Observe these phenomenal Nightjars as
they perform their early evening
maneuvers, feeding on flying insects.
Meet leader Dave Larkin (410-569-8319;
larkin3001@comcast.net) at 7:30 PM at
the Glen (West end of Wheel Road.)
September 2 (Mon.- Labor Day) – Ma and Pa Trail. We
return to this newest segment of Harford County's
iconic rails-to-trails Ma & Pa conversion project. We'll
start at Annie’s playground at the west end and stroll
east to the Equestrian Center at Tollgate Road. Diverse
habitat along the way promises a variety of birds. Meet
at Annie’s playground on Smith Lane off Connolly Road
in Fallston at 7:30 AM. The leader is Susan Hood (410877-0574; susanjhood@comcast.net ).
September 7 (Sat.) - .Rocks State Park. Take in one of
the fine Maryland forest preserves; it flanks Deer Creek
not far from its headwaters, offering extensive birdfriendly woodland habitats. Meet leader Dennis
Kirkwood (410-692-5905; newarkfarms@gmail.com) at
the park headquarters parking lot on
Rocks Chrome Hill Road at 7:00 AM.
Sept 7 (Sat.) Annual Picnic - Eden Mill
Pavilion - 1:00 PM.
September 15 (Sun.) – Perryville
Community Park & Elk River Park. These
two parks have become attractive sites for interesting
and elusive species – especially passerines and
waterfowl. Take advantage of these two hot spots and
meet leader Phil Powers (410-679-4116 or
birdsinmd@verizon.net) at 7:00 AM at the park & ride
at MD Rt 155 and I-95.

June 29 (Sat.) - Birding After Dark. Explore the lives of
nocturnal birds – including rails,
bitterns, and owls – from several hot
spots in eastern Harford County. Meet
at Swan Harbor Farm at 8:30 PM. Trip
will end by midnight. Flashlights
optional. Contact Dave Webb (410939-3537;porzana@comcast.net)
for
further
information.
June 30 (Sun.) 2-4:30PM, Birding by Kayak at Bosely
Conservancy for Youth. As we slowly paddle through
the channels of Otter Point Creek, we'll be able to spot
birds from a different perspective. Osprey, Bald Eagle,
Least Tern, and Marsh Wren are a few of the resident
birds we'll encounter. All equipment provided, youth
aged 8-15 should be accompanied by an adult. $10 per
person. Contact Ruth Bergstrom to register by emailing
ruthb22@yahoo.com or calling 443-752-1967.
July 20 (Sat.) - Hummingbird Banding. See
our smallest birds up close as host Les
Eastman and bander Bruce Peterjohn trap
and band Ruby-throated Hummingbirds.
Meet at 8:30 AM at the Eastman residence. Call Les for
directions (410-734-6969; les@birdtreks.com).
July 21 (Sun.) – Bombay Hook. Shorebird migration at
this time of year offers a fine prospect for a rarity or
two along with the usual wealth of shorebird activity at
Bombay Hook. Meet at 7:00 AM at the 155/95 Park and
Ride. Leader is Dave Larkin (410-569-8319;
larkin3001@comcast.net)
July 27 (Sat.) - Harford County Shorebird Search.
Explore several Harford County shorelines to see a
variety of shorebirds and waterfowl. Beginners
interested in learning the basics of shorebird
identification and experienced watchers searching for
5

Field Trip Reports
Ma & Pa Trail
April 27
Eleven enthusiastic birders enjoyed a beautiful and calm
spring day of sunshine and found 55 species along this
paved path which runs from Fallston across Winters Run
to Bel Air. Many flocks of Blue Jays were heading north,
and some other good high fliers were Double-crested
Cormorants, an Osprey and Northern Harrier. Even a
Belted Kingfisher flew over the trees to another location. A Brown Thrasher called loudly, and we heard a
mewing which turned out to be a lonely feline, though
we did find a Gray Catbird later. A scruffy Dark-eyed
Junco high in a tree gave us pause, and Eastern Towhees
sang and called loudly in their usual location. We heard
the long songs of the House Wren and Warbling Vireos,
and were able to spot Blue-headed Vireos a couple
times. Wonderful warblers are back, and we were able
to find Black-throated Blue, Yellow, Palm, Common
Yellowthroat, American Redstart, and hear Northern
Parula. Spotted Sandpiper was at the large pond, as was
a new family of goslings. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were
numerous, and one was visible constructing a nest near
the trail. An Orchard Oriole sang high in the trees but
gave us glimpses of his beauty. A few of us thought we
heard the gobble of a Wild Turkey, and I may have seen
a pair of Eastern Kingbirds chasing, but neither of these
species could be confirmed. ~ Susan Hood

Cromwell Valley Park
April 13
We had the birds in the palm of our hands. Cromwell
Valley gave us beautiful people, scenery and lots of
birds. Eleven birders enjoyed a leisurely stroll through
one of Baltimore County's hot spots with a tally of fortysix species. A total of eight coming from the sky, the best
being a Broad-winged Hawk and a Bald Eagle. The only
warbler was a Palm. If you missed this trip, watch for the
return in the fall. ~ Phil Powers and Dave Larkin
Warblers and Wildflowers in Susquehanna State Park
April 20
On a brisk, overcast morning, 41 happy people gathered
at the banks of Deer Creek and the Susquehanna River
to see the spring ephemerals and the arriving warblers
and swallows. We enjoyed the swarms of three variety
of swallows and even spied on an eagle on nest, but it
was the close up views of warblers that stole our attention. One Parula even posed just feet from us at eye
level, singing his little breeding heart out. All morning
Myrtle Warblers surrounded us in clumps and on the
river side, Caspian Terns and cormorants swooped and
dove. The flowers, from the run of Virginia Bluebells to
the Trilliums, kept us entranced and we even spied on
the hidden flower of Wild Ginger and the delicate Sessile-leafed Bellwort. In all, 42 species of birds and 18 species of flowers and one swimming beaver were discovered by the group. Many thanks to experienced birders
Tom Gibson, Lynn Feryus, Mark Magnani, Les Eastman
and the enthusiastic Josh Emm who all helped our beginners identify and see our birds, as well as Eric Vangrin for
his flora knowledge. ~ Colleen Webster and Sue Procell

Fifth Annual Epic Birding Contest.
May 4

Seventeen enthusiastic birders could not have asked for
a more beautiful spring day as they fanned out over the
hills, ridges, meadows and fields of Susquehanna State
Park searching for any bird, that they could add to their
team's total. All would be quite successful eventually
finding a combined total of 68 species including 13 wood
warblers. The lively competition was close with only 10
species separating the teams. To celebrate, brag and
share "war stories" we retreated to the Green Turtle in
Aberdeen for a nice lunch and the presentation of
awards. The "Bird Banders" redeemed themselves taking
first place and the much coveted carved decoy trophy.
The rubber chicken went to the "Tiger Team" while the
"Quack Heads" were satisfied with their second place
finish only 3 species and a few points behind. A fun time
was had by all and all look forward to the 6th Annual
Harford Epic Birding Contest. ~ Tom Gibson

Anita Leight Estuary Center.
April 21

We were swallowed! The grounds around the Estuary
Center always give us a good variety of birds. Five of us
had a pleasant time walking the park. The total for the
day was thirty-seven species. Warbler highlights included Yellow, Yellow-rumped, Pine and Palm Warblers. We also had our first Eastern Kingbird of the year.
At the pontoon pier we were harassed by diving swallows - Tree, Barn, and Northern Rough-winged Swallows with the birds flying right between us. I guess we
looked like the biggest insects they had ever seen! ~
Tom Gibson
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June Challenge Kickoff
June 1
Eight people came out for the first ever June Challenge
Kick-off Field Trip. We met at 5am and headed straight
to Swan Harbor. The rails were not cooperative, but we
did have a Least Bittern calling consistently. Willow Flycatchers were in both the marshy impoundment and the
new impoundments. A Marsh Wren even sat up for a
while before we left.
Josh Emm had scoped out some "Rare in June" gulls at
Tydings with a single Great Black-backed Gull and 4
Ring-billed Gulls. Bank Swallows were flying around as
well and a Pied-billed Grebe was in the cove west of the
marina.
Next up was Susquehanna State Park where we found
most of the breeding birds and had great looks at Yellow-throated Vireo, Yellow-throated Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler, and American Redstart among many
others. We found nests of Eastern Wood-Pewee, Northern Parula, and Cedar Waxwing (Thanks Jenny!). Four
Caspian Terns and 2 female Common Mergansers were
seen out on the river from the mouth of Deer Creek.
Good birds for the June Challenge!
Our strangest bird was a Northern Bobwhite, first heard
by Josh Emm, that was calling from one of the islands in
the river! I really can't see those islands as having a relict
population of Bobwhite, but it seems bizarre that someone would have released one out there. Very weird! If
anyone has any ideas on this, I'd love to hear them.

There was a Peregrine Falcon sitting above
Conowingo Dam when we arrived, but we
failed to find any Black-crowned NightHerons on Rowland Island. A quick trip up to
the Broad Creek area produced great views
of Hooded Warbler and Cliff Swallows.
We decided to end the field trip after lunch back down
at Tydings where there would be extensive mud flats.
Unfortunately, there were no shorebirds and we added
no new species for the day.
Counting everything up, we had 95 species to kick-off
the June Challenge. ~ Matt Hafner

Support Our Raffle Sponsors

Others that donated prizes were Mark Magnani, Debbie Stewart, Jane Scocca, Elaine Beery and the Harford
Choral Society.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Harford Bird Club Summer Social Reservation Form
Please cut and mail the bottom portion of this page to Eileen Nack, 8 Crestmont Drive, Aberdeen
MD 21001 by Friday, July 5, 2013 if you plan on attending.
__________ Number of adults (at $6.00 each)
__________ Number of children 16 and under (free!)
Please make checks payable to Harford County MOS.
_____________________________________________________________________
Print your name(s) above as you would like it to appear on your name tag!
Include address and phone number if you would like transportation to the meeting.
TEL: _______________________
Address: ______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Harford Bird Club
July Summer Social
Friday, July 12th, 2013
Meeting Time: 6:30 PM
Location:
Havre de Grace Maritime Museum
100 Lafayette Street
Havre de Grace, MD 21078
(Reservation Form is on Page 7.)

Visit us on the web:
www.harfordbirdclub.org
If unable to deliver, please return to:
Madeline Lovera
2068 Brandy Drive
Forest Hill, MD 21050

Mail To:
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